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EDITORIAL

In recent years, the Humanities and Social Sciences have increasingly reconsidered
the place of animals in historical and cultural analysis. Rather than treating animals simply as
symbols or passive objects within human worlds, scholars have begun to explore how animals
actively shape social relations, environments, imaginations, and everyday life. This special
issue, Lives in Motion: Animals as Historical and Cultural Agents, contributes to these
conversations through interdisciplinary approaches to multispecies agency, movement, and
relationality.

The contributions collected here move across diverse geographical, historical, and
imaginative landscapes. Together, they examine how animals participate in systems of
mobility, sensory negotiation, cultural representation, political imagination, and ecological
coexistence. In doing so, the issue highlights the importance of moving beyond anthropocentric
frameworks toward more relational understandings of historical and cultural life.

Questions of movement and circulation emerge strongly throughout the collection. In
“Animals in Transit: Archival Traces of Agency in the Deutsche Indien-Expedition 1955-58,”
Radha Malkar explores how animal lives became entangled within postwar scientific
reconstruction, diplomacy, and global exchanges of knowledge. The article also highlights how
scientific institutions and international networks depended upon the movement and
management of animal lives themselves. Claire Parkinson’s “Dog(s) Walking: Darkness,
Agency and Sensory Negotiation” similarly focuses on movement and environment, examining
how darkness reshapes sensory relations between humans, dogs, and space through everyday
walking practices. By foregrounding movement, traces, and environmental effects, the article
challenges anthropocentric assumptions about perception and agency.

Several contributions also rethink representation and participation through
multispecies perspectives. Cheng Chen’s study of lion dance practices in Singapore examines
how participatory co-design challenges fixed understandings of cultural heritage and
redistributes who can “speak for the lion” within processes of cultural representation. In a
different context, Surabhi Baijal’s “Feathers of Resistance: Avian Networks and Inter-species
Agency in Tamora Pierce’s Trickster Duology” explores the distinction between agency and
instrumentality through avian networks of communication, resistance, and care. Rather than
functioning as symbolic extensions of human intention, the crows emerge as active political
participants within the novels’ multispecies world.

The issue also highlights the methodological and conceptual diversity of
contemporary multispecies scholarship. Peggy Bloomer’s “Becoming Amphibian: The
Fowler’s Toad and the Planetary Ethics of Relation” combines philosophy, evolutionary
theory, and Indigenous cosmologies to reconsider amphibian life as a relational form of
becoming grounded in coexistence and permeability.

Taken together, these contributions demonstrate the value of animal-centered and
multispecies approaches for rethinking culture, history, agency, and relationality. They also
show the importance of interdisciplinary methods that bring together archival research,
ethnography, literary analysis, philosophy, and creative practice. At a time of ongoing
ecological and social transformation, the articles collected here encourage further reflection on
the shared and entangled worlds humans and animals continue to inhabit together.



I would like to thank all contributors, reviewers, and especially our editorial staff
whose work and support made this special issue possible. I hope this collection will encourage
further conversations on animals as historical and cultural agents and inspire new
interdisciplinary explorations of multispecies relations.

Assistant Prof. Dr. Kunyi Zou
Guest editor
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