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ABSTRACT

Ram Phi Than or Ram Phi Fah ritual is a healing ritual found in several areas in
Northeastern of Thailand. Originally, this ritual once held many purposes— to pay homage
to the master Phi Than or Phi Fah, to foretell the village’ s future events, and to heal the
incurable or idiopathic deceases. However, the illnesses occurred to people come from
different areas and various dimensions together with various factor involvement including
living conditions, provisions, surroundings and mental state. All of them influence their
health Modern medicine could not cover all of the patients’ etiology. This leads to some
incurable or idiopathic deceases. These patients are thus taken home for palliative care.
Sometimes, this problem affects, on the patients' and family's way of as a result, the
existing spiritual rituals are employed to reply the inquiries or cure the illnesses by using
spiritual beliefs such as communication with, various holy power. Hence, Ram Phi Than
ritual has an important role toward the society in healing their mind, affecting the overall
way of life of patients and their family. Due to not finding out the answer for curing the
patients in medical treatment, finding the answer in indirect way as a spiritual ritual in
which locals believe is employed to heal the illnesses and fight the invisible and irresistible
spirits. Furthermore, the expenses for this ritual are inexpensive and the patients can know
how to treat them. They then feel reared, have moral support to heal their illnesses and
take care of themselves. Therefore, it is believed that Phi Than or Phi Fah ritual plays an
important ritual for of local people in Northeastern of Thailand. Finally, this ritual is

meaningful to main the quality of life of locals except the progress of modern.

Keyword: PHI PHA, BELIEF IN HEALING, ENCOURAGING RITUAL
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