
 

International Journal of Sociologies and Anthropologies Science Reviews 

Volume 6 Issue 5: September-October2026: ISSN 2985-2730 

Website: https://so07.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/IJSASR/index 

 

 

 

 

 

[175] 
Citation 

 

Huang, C., & Weng, F. Y. (2025). Exploring the Application of the Flipped Classroom Model in Advanced 

Mathematics: Evidence from Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College. International Journal of Sociologies and 

Anthropologies Science Reviews, 6 (5), 175-184; DOI: https://doi.org/10.60027/ijsasr.2025.7896 

 

Exploring the Application of the Flipped Classroom Model in Advanced 

Mathematics: Evidence from Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College 

  
Chenxi Huang1, and Fwu-Yuan Weng2 

Krirk University, Thailand 

E-mail: 51070477@qq.com, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8036-0446 

Email: fyweng@ncnu.edu.tw, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4626-885X 

Received 23/05/2025 Revised 07/07/2025 Accepted 16/08/2025 

Abstract  

Background and Aim: In recent years, the flipped classroom model has gained attention as a student-centered 

instructional approach, particularly for courses characterized by high abstraction and cognitive load, such as 

advanced mathematics. However, empirical studies on its implementation in vocational colleges, especially among 

non-mathematics majors, remain limited. This study aims to investigate the application and effectiveness of the 

flipped classroom model in the teaching of advanced mathematics at Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College.  

Materials and Methods: This research adopts a mixed-methods design, combining quantitative and qualitative 

data collection. The participants consisted of 86 students divided equally into an experimental group (flipped 

classroom) and a control group (traditional instruction). Data were collected through academic achievement tests, 

learning attitude questionnaires, classroom observations, and semi-structured interviews with instructors. Statistical 

analyses were conducted using SPSS 26. 0, including independent and paired samples t-tests, supported by thematic 

analysis of qualitative data.  

Results: The experimental group outperformed the control group significantly in post-test academic scores 

(M=81.47 vs. 74.19, p< 0.001). Students in the flipped classroom also exhibited improved learning interest, 

autonomy, participation, and self-efficacy, along with a significant reduction in mathematics anxiety. Classroom 

observation revealed higher engagement levels, while teacher interviews highlighted both the pedagogical 

advantages and the implementation challenges of the flipped model.  

Conclusion: The flipped classroom model proved to be an effective instructional approach for enhancing academic 

performance and learning engagement in advanced mathematics within a vocational education setting. It reshaped 

traditional instructional dynamics by promoting active learning, cognitive investment, and affective gains. These 

findings provide theoretical and empirical support for the broader application of flipped instruction in high-content, 

practice-oriented courses.  

Keywords: Flipped Classroom; Advanced Mathematics; Vocational Education; Learning Engagement; Teaching 

Effectiveness 

 

Introduction 

 With the advancement of information technology and the continuous reform of educational 

paradigms, traditional teacher-centered models have shown clear limitations—particularly in disciplines 

such as advanced mathematics that demand high levels of abstraction and logical reasoning (Cheng Wang, 

2024). Under conventional lecture-based teaching, students frequently struggle to maintain motivation and 

achieve deep understanding, especially in vocational institutions where learners often lack strong academic 

foundations.  

 The flipped classroom model, which reconfigures instructional sequences by placing knowledge 

acquisition before class and emphasizing interactive, problem-based learning during class, has emerged as 

a promising alternative (Ding, 2024). While its effectiveness has been documented in general higher 

education contexts, empirical research in vocational medical colleges remains scarce. Students in such 

settings, particularly at Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College, commonly exhibit low mathematical 

proficiency and passive learning behaviors, as observed in institutional reports and internal academic 

performance data (College Teaching Evaluation Report, 2023). Given these challenges, exploring how 

flipped pedagogy impacts student outcomes in this context is both academically meaningful and practically 

urgent.  

 This study offers both theoretical and applied contributions. From a theoretical standpoint, it seeks 

to enrich the body of literature on flipped classroom pedagogy within specialized contexts—namely, 

https://so07.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/IJSASR/index
https://doi.org/10.60027/ijsasr.2025.8070


 

International Journal of Sociologies and Anthropologies Science Reviews 

Volume 6 Issue 5: September-October2026: ISSN 2985-2730 

Website: https://so07.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/IJSASR/index 

 

 

 

 

 

[176] 
Citation 

 

Huang, C., & Weng, F. Y. (2025). Exploring the Application of the Flipped Classroom Model in Advanced 

Mathematics: Evidence from Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College. International Journal of Sociologies and 

Anthropologies Science Reviews, 6 (5), 175-184; DOI: https://doi.org/10.60027/ijsasr.2025.7896 

 

advanced mathematics education in vocational medical colleges. Most prior studies focus on traditional 

universities or STEM majors, leaving a gap in understanding how such models function in applied, non-

mathematics disciplines (Qiuyue & Xiaona, 2023). By addressing this void, the study provides 

contextualized, empirical insights into instructional effectiveness.  

 Practically, the study leverages teaching interventions at Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College 

to explore feasible, replicable strategies for addressing low engagement and poor comprehension in 

mathematics courses. The findings are intended to inform pedagogical reform efforts not only at the local 

level but also across similar vocational institutions aiming to implement learner-centered approaches.  

 This research investigates the implementation and optimization of the flipped classroom model in 

advanced mathematics instruction through three main components:  

Problem Diagnosis: It identifies prevailing instructional challenges in the current traditional teaching 

format, using evidence from prior teaching experiences, student evaluations, and academic data.  

Model Intervention: A flipped classroom intervention is designed and applied in a four-week instructional 

unit, accompanied by systematic data collection through questionnaires, classroom observations, and semi-

structured interviews.  

 Empirical Evaluation: Based on quantitative and qualitative analyses, the study examines the effects 

of the flipped model on students ‘academic performance, learning attitudes, and engagement. It also 

proposes practical improvement strategies and assesses the broader applicability of this pedagogical 

approach in vocational contexts.  

 Through this comprehensive design, the study contributes both to the refinement of instructional 

theory and to the advancement of evidence-based teaching practices in vocational mathematics education.  

 

Objectives 

 1. Research Objectives 

 The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the practical effectiveness and contextual 

applicability of the flipped classroom teaching model in the instruction of advanced mathematics at 

Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College, a vocational institution with a medical focus. Students at such 

colleges commonly face difficulties such as low motivation, limited abstract reasoning ability, and poor 

mastery of mathematical concepts.  

 This research aims to:  

 Assess how flipped classroom pedagogy affects students’ academic performance, learning attitudes, 

and in-class engagement;  

 Analyze the instructional outcomes and learning behaviors resulting from the flipped model.  

Provide evidence-based recommendations for improving mathematics teaching practices in vocational 

settings.  

 Ultimately, the study seeks to contribute both theoretical insights and practical strategies to support 

student-centered teaching reform in higher vocational education.  

 2. Research Questions and Hypotheses 

 Based on the above objectives, the study is guided by the following three core research questions and 

associated hypotheses:  

  Research Question 1: Does the flipped classroom model significantly improve students’ academic 

performance in advanced mathematics?  

  Hypothesis 1: Compared with traditional instruction, flipped classroom teaching significantly 

enhances students ‘understanding and application of mathematical concepts.  

  Research Question 2: Can the flipped classroom model positively influence students’ attitudes 

and motivation toward learning mathematics?  

  Hypothesis 2: Flipped instruction increases students’ interest, motivation, and self-efficacy in 

mathematics learning.  
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  Research Question 3: Does the flipped classroom promote greater classroom engagement and 

collaborative learning behaviors?  

 Hypothesis 3: The flipped classroom leads to higher levels of student participation and cooperative 

learning, facilitating deeper learning outcomes.  

These questions and hypotheses serve as the analytical framework for the study’s design, implementation, 

and evaluation phases, which are elaborated in the following chapters.  

 

Literature review 

 1. Theoretical Foundations and Development of the Flipped Classroom Model 

 The flipped classroom model, rooted in learner-centered pedagogy, emerged in Western higher 

education and gained global traction alongside the “Internet+Education” movement. It challenges the 

conventional instructional sequence by shifting knowledge acquisition to the pre-class stage and 

transforming in-class time into active learning sessions (Cheng & Wang, 2024). This model is not merely 

a technological innovation but a structural pedagogical transformation that emphasizes learner autonomy 

and active engagement.  

 Ru et al. (2018) argue that the flipped model dissolves the boundary between in-class and out-of-

class learning, fostering continuity in cognitive engagement. From a cognitive perspective, this environment 

aligns well with deep learning processes by extending learning time and creating opportunities for student 

reflection and collaboration.  

 Krouss and Lesseig (2020), in their study of introductory mathematics courses, demonstrated that 

flipped classrooms enhance academic outcomes and student satisfaction—especially among mid-level 

achievers—by allowing more time for conceptual discussion and feedback during class. Ding (2024) 

developed a theoretical model for flipped instruction— “Input–Construct–Transfer”—which captures how 

students internalize pre-class knowledge, co-construct meaning during activities, and transfer 

understanding into application. This model, grounded in deep learning theory, underpins this study’s 

instructional intervention framework.  

 2. Application of Flipped Classrooms in Advanced Mathematics 

 Advanced mathematics, due to its high abstraction and logic-intensive nature, often presents 

cognitive challenges for students. Research shows that flipped instruction, with its emphasis on scaffolding 

and interactive learning, can mitigate such challenges.  

 Li (2025) proposed an instructional sequence combining online preparatory talks with in-class 

collaborative problem-solving to improve conceptual clarity in calculus. Similarly, Qiuyue and Xiaona 

(2023) found that the flipped approach significantly enhanced students’ mathematical application abilities 

and learning efficiency in a private undergraduate setting. Although Zhang’s (2024) research focused on 

middle school, her insights on managing cognitive load through multimedia resources remain applicable to 

higher-level math instruction.  

 Practitioners such as Liu (2025) and Ding (2024) emphasize the need to tightly integrate digital 

resources with offline tasks in mathematics instruction. Liu’s work with a Discrete Mathematics 

MOOC/SPOC setting confirmed that instructional success hinges on tailoring content to learner needs, 

reinforcing the principle of adaptive and differentiated teaching.  

 Collectively, these studies validate the theoretical and pedagogical relevance of flipped classrooms 

in facilitating higher-order thinking and personalized learning in advanced mathematics.  

 3. Practical Explorations in Vocational Colleges 

 In vocational colleges, students often demonstrate lower intrinsic motivation and weaker academic 

foundations, making traditional mathematics instruction less effective. Research suggests that the flipped 

classroom model holds particular promise in such environments by promoting engagement and 

contextualized learning.  

 Kong et al. (2025) found that integrating digitalized flipped instruction in vocational mathematics 

significantly improved student attention and interest, especially when supported by visualized content and 
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data-informed teaching. Lu and Yang (2023), in their study on Probability and Statistics, showed how 

flipped classrooms enhance students’ logical reasoning and inquiry skills—key competencies in applied 

mathematics.  

 Shi (2024) extended the flipped model to a gymnastics course, revealing improvements in skill 

acquisition and reflective thinking. While not directly related to mathematics, the study supports the 

adaptability of flipped pedagogy to vocational, skill-based instruction—an insight transferable to practical 

modules within math curricula.  

 4. Synthesis and Research Gaps 

 The reviewed literature demonstrates that flipped classroom pedagogy is grounded in constructivist 

and deep learning theories, with broad applications across educational levels and disciplines. Its 

effectiveness in mathematics has been documented in various contexts, showing consistent benefits for 

academic performance, student engagement, and self-directed learning.  

 However, several gaps remain:  

  Most empirical studies are based on traditional academic institutions rather than vocational 

medical colleges.  

  There is insufficient research on how flipped models can be tailored to non-STEM majors with 

weak math foundations.  

  Few studies address how teacher roles, student autonomy, and institutional readiness interact 

within flipped environments.  

The integration of adaptive scaffolding and formative assessment in vocational flipped instruction is 

underexplored.  

 5. Conclusion and Application to This Study 

 This literature review establishes a strong theoretical and empirical foundation for the present study. 

Constructivist learning theory and deep learning theory offer a dual lens for designing and analyzing the 

flipped classroom intervention. The" Input–Construct–Transfer" model (Ding, 2024) and principles of 

adaptive learning (Liu, 2025) inform the instructional framework used in this research.  

 This study applies these insights to a specific, under-researched context—advanced mathematics 

instruction at a vocational medical college. It uses Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College as a case site 

to investigate how flipped pedagogy influences academic achievement, learning attitudes, and classroom 

behaviors. The analysis focuses on:  

 How instructional design supports learning in low-motivation, low-foundation cohorts.  

 How flipped environments affect cognitive and affective student outcomes.  

 What scaffolding mechanisms and teaching strategies are necessary for successful implementation?  

 By bridging theoretical models with practical application, this study aims to contribute both to 

academic discourse and to the ongoing transformation of vocational education toward more learner-

centered, engaging, and effective teaching methods.  

 

Conceptual Framework 

 Key Concept Definitions 

 To ensure conceptual clarity and consistency in analysis, this study defines three key terms central 

to its investigation. The flipped classroom refers to an instructional model that inverts the traditional 

sequence of" teaching followed by learning. " In this model, students engage with core content before class 

through videos or readings and participate in active problem-solving, discussion, and application during 

class time. This approach emphasizes student autonomy, collaboration, and the active construction of 

knowledge, embodying the shift from passive reception to active engagement. College mathematics 

instruction, as addressed in this study, refers to teaching content such as functions, calculus, and linear 

algebra, which are cognitively demanding and highly abstract. In the vocational medical context, where 

students often lack foundational skills and confidence, effective mathematics instruction must emphasize 

not only knowledge delivery but also conceptual understanding and cognitive development. Finally, 
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teaching effectiveness in this research is defined as the extent to which instructional activities support 

students ’academic growth. It is measured through cognitive outcomes (test performance), behavioral 

engagement (class participation, task completion), and affective indicators (motivation, anxiety reduction, 

and self-efficacy), assessed using both quantitative and qualitative tools.  

 Theoretical Foundations and Analytical Framework 

 This study is grounded in two key educational theories: constructivist learning theory and deep 

learning theory. Together, they provide the theoretical foundation for understanding how flipped classroom 

pedagogy influences student learning in advanced mathematics. Constructivist theory views learning as an 

active process in which learners build knowledge through experience and social interaction. Applied to the 

flipped classroom, this means students construct understanding independently through pre-class preparation 

and refine it through in-class activities such as discussion and collaboration. This process supports 

contextualized learning and promotes the shift from teacher-centered to learner-centered environments. 

Similarly, deep learning theory emphasizes higher-order thinking, such as analysis, synthesis, and transfer. 

Unlike surface learning, which focuses on memorization, deep learning fosters lasting conceptual 

understanding. The flipped classroom facilitates this by reallocating classroom time to inquiry and problem-

solving, enabling students to engage with mathematics more critically and meaningfully. Prior studies (e.g., 

Ding, 2024; Krouss & Lesseig, 2020) support this connection, showing that flipped models provide the 

structure and cognitive conditions needed for deep learning. In this study, these theories guide the selection 

of mediating behaviors such as preparation, engagement, and collaboration, and explain their influence on 

academic and affective outcomes.  

 The analytical framework developed for this research reflects the theoretical structure above. It 

identifies instructional model (traditional vs. flipped) as the independent variable and learning outcomes—

including academic performance, motivation, engagement, and affective responses—as the dependent 

variables. These outcomes are influenced by several mediating variables, namely students’ learning 

behaviors such as pre-class preparation, in-class participation, peer collaboration, and self-regulation. The 

inclusion of these mediators is theoretically justified: constructivist theory highlights the importance of 

social interaction and active learning, while deep learning theory focuses on cognitive effort and knowledge 

transformation. The framework enables analysis not only of whether flipped classrooms improve learning, 

but also of how specific student behaviors contribute to this improvement. A visual diagram (to be included 

as Figure 1) will illustrate these relationships to enhance conceptual clarity and support empirical testing.  

In summary, this conceptual framework provides a comprehensive lens for evaluating flipped classroom 

instruction in vocational mathematics education. By integrating well-established educational theories with 

context-specific variables, it allows for a nuanced examination of the mechanisms through which 

instructional innovation can enhance learning outcomes for vocational students.  

 

Methodology  

 This study adopts a mixed-methods research design to provide a comprehensive evaluation of the 

flipped classroom model in vocational mathematics instruction. The research was implemented in three 

phases. First, instructional strategies were developed based on constructivist and deep learning theories, 

including micro-lectures and problem-based learning modules. Second, the flipped classroom model was 

applied over a four-week instructional unit. Third, data collection was conducted using academic 

achievement tests, attitude questionnaires, classroom observations, and semi-structured interviews. This 

multi-phase approach ensures a structured intervention and supports causal analysis of how instructional 

models influence student outcomes.  

 Data were collected from 86 second-year students majoring in nursing and pharmacy at Chongqing 

Three Gorges Medical College (Class of 2024). Participants were divided equally into an experimental 

group (n=43), which received flipped instruction, and a control group (n=43), which received traditional 

lectures. A pre-test assessed mathematical knowledge and learning attitudes, confirming no significant 

differences between groups (p> 0.05), indicating baseline equivalence. In addition, five mathematics 
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instructors were interviewed using a semi-structured protocol to gain insight into instructional experiences, 

student variability, and pedagogical reflection. These qualitative data provided contextual validation of the 

quantitative results.  

 To support data triangulation, multiple instruments were employed. The achievement test, co-

developed by instructors and researchers, assessed students’ comprehension and application of key concepts 

such as functions, derivatives, and limits, using a combination of multiple-choice, computational, applied, 

and open-ended questions. The learning attitude questionnaire, adapted from Zhang (2024) and Li (2025), 

included 25 items covering five dimensions: learning interest, autonomous learning ability, classroom 

participation, mathematics anxiety, and self-efficacy, rated on a 5-point Likert scale. Two trained observers 

used a structured classroom observation checklist to quantify behaviors such as participation frequency, 

collaborative engagement, and task completion. Lastly, semi-structured interviews with instructors were 

transcribed and analyzed thematically. The four-week intervention ensured consistency in course content 

and learning objectives across groups, with only the instructional method differing. All data were collected 

within one week after the intervention to preserve accuracy and reliability.  

 To ensure reliability, a pilot test of the questionnaire was conducted. The internal consistency of each 

dimension is shown below:  

 

Table 1 Cronbach’s Alpha for Each Dimension of the Questionnaire 

No.  Dimension Items Cronbach’sα 
Reliability 

Judgment 

1 Learning Interest 5 0. 812 High reliability 

2 Autonomous Learning 5 0. 786 Acceptable 

3 Classroom Participation 5 0. 803 High reliability 

4 Mathematics Anxiety 5 0. 758 Acceptable 

5 Self-Efficacy 5 0. 844 High reliability 

 Total Scale 25 0. 873 
Strong 

consistency 

 

 For content validity, three senior mathematics education experts reviewed the instrument, and 

revisions were made to improve alignment with the study’s objectives. Quantitative data were analyzed 

using SPSS 26. 0, employing descriptive statistics to calculate means and standard deviations. Independent 

samples t-tests were used to compare outcomes between groups, while paired samples t-tests evaluated pre-

and post-intervention changes within the experimental group. Pearson correlation analysis further explored 

relationships among variables such as engagement, self-efficacy, and academic performance.  

 Qualitative data from instructor interviews were analyzed using thematic coding. Four major themes 

emerged: (1) instructional preparedness; (2) student response differentiation; (3) pedagogical flexibility; 

and (4) recommendations for sustainable implementation. These findings were triangulated with classroom 

observation records to enhance the validity of interpretation.  

 While the study demonstrates strong methodological rigor, it acknowledges a limitation in not 

conducting a power analysis or reporting effect sizes, both of which are recommended in future research to 

enhance the statistical precision and generalizability of results.  
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Results 
 1. Academic Performance Analysis 
 Following the four-week instructional intervention, both the experimental and control groups 
completed an identical post-test to assess their mastery of advanced mathematics concepts. Descriptive 
analysis showed that the experimental group (flipped classroom) achieved a mean score of 81. 47 
(SD=6.28), compared to 74. 19 (SD=7.91) in the control group. An independent samples t-test confirmed 
this difference to be statistically significant (t=4.86, p< 0.001), indicating that the flipped classroom model 
led to a clear improvement in academic achievement.  
Further examination of score distributions revealed greater performance stability within the flipped group, 
characterized by fewer low-end outliers and a higher concentration of scores in the upper quartile. This 
suggests that the intervention not only benefited high-performing students but also raised the overall 
baseline of learning outcomes.  
 2. Changes in Learning Attitudes and Behaviors 
 To evaluate attitudinal changes, paired samples t-tests were conducted within the experimental group, 
comparing pre-and post-intervention scores across five key learning dimensions. The results, summarized 
below in Table 6-1, indicate significant positive shifts in all categories:  
 
Table 2 Pre-and Post-Intervention Comparison of Learning Attitudes (Experimental Group, n=43)  

Dimension Pre-test Mean Post-test Mean t-value p-value 

Learning Interest 3. 21 4. 03 7. 24 <0 001 

Autonomous 
Learning 

3. 05 3. 98 6. 83 <0 001 

Classroom 
Participation 

3. 18 4. 12 8. 01 <0 001 

Mathematics 
Anxiety 

3. 47 2. 91 -4. 26 <0 001 

Self-Efficacy 3. 08 4. 05 6. 71 <0 001 

 
 All five dimensions showed statistically significant improvement (p< 0.001). Students in the flipped 
classroom reported higher interest and engagement, improved self-regulation, enhanced confidence, and 
notably reduced mathematics anxiety, reflecting a more supportive and student-centered learning 
environment.  
 3. Student Engagement and Classroom Participation 
 Classroom observations provided additional behavioral evidence. Based on a structured rubric, the 
average classroom participation score in the flipped group was 4.38 out of 5, markedly higher than the 3.27 
observed in the control group. Students under flipped instruction more frequently posed questions, 
collaborated in group tasks, and completed in-class assignments efficiently. These findings align with 
theoretical expectations that flipped classrooms foster active learning, social interaction, and peer-
supported knowledge construction (Ding, 2024; Qiuyue & Xiaona, 2023).  
 4. Teacher Perspectives on Flipped Classroom Implementation 
 Qualitative data from semi-structured interviews with five participating instructors revealed four 
main themes:  
 Instructional Preparedness: Teachers acknowledged the initial workload increase—especially in 
video creation and task design—but noted improved classroom dynamics and clearer student feedback as 
valuable outcomes.  
 Student Response Differentiation: While high-performing students adapted quickly to the flipped 
format, those with weaker self-management skills required additional scaffolding and support.  
Pedagogical Flexibility: The model allowed for more adaptable pacing and differentiated instruction, 
enabling teachers to address diverse student needs more effectively.  
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 Continuous Improvement Needs: Instructors emphasized the need for institutional support, including 
technical training, standardized digital materials, and classroom assistants to maintain implementation 
quality.  
 These instructor insights triangulate with the quantitative data, reinforcing the conclusion that the 
flipped model not only enhances academic outcomes but also transforms classroom interactions and 
instructional practices in meaningful and sustainable ways.  
 
Discussion  
 1. Effectiveness of the Flipped Classroom in Enhancing Academic Achievement 
 The results of this study demonstrate that the flipped classroom model significantly enhances student 
academic performance in advanced mathematics. The statistically significant post-test difference between 
the experimental and control groups indicates that flipped instruction fostered deeper conceptual 
understanding and stronger problem-solving abilities. This finding aligns with the work of Krouss and 
Lesseig (2020), who also reported improvements in comprehension and analytical reasoning among 
students exposed to flipped pedagogy.  
 By enabling students to access foundational content independently before class, the flipped model 
allows classroom time to be used for higher-order cognitive tasks such as application and synthesis. This 
structural reallocation of instructional time appears particularly effective in promoting academic equity: 
students with varying baseline competencies all showed improvements, suggesting that flipped instruction 
can help narrow the performance gap. This supports Ding’s (2024) assertion that deep learning mechanisms 
can be activated through diversified, student-driven pathways when instruction is designed to be flexible 
and layered.  
 2. Impact on Learning, Motivation, and Cognitive Engagement 
 The study’s attitudinal data further reinforce the effectiveness of the flipped classroom in shaping 
affective and behavioral engagement. Significant improvements were observed in motivation, autonomy, 
participation, and self-efficacy, while mathematics anxiety notably decreased. These outcomes highlight 
the model’s emotional and cognitive benefits, which are especially valuable in high-pressure, abstract 
subjects like advanced mathematics.  
 These patterns are strongly aligned with constructivist learning theory, which posits that learners are 
more engaged and effective when they play an active role in constructing knowledge. The observed 
increases in self-directed inquiry and peer collaboration reflect the kind of socially mediated learning 
environments advocated by Qiuyue and Xiaona (2023), who noted similar improvements in engagement 
when flipped methods were implemented. These results suggest that flipped instruction does more than 
raise test scores—it transforms how students relate to the subject matter, their peers, and their learning 
process.  
 3. Variability in Student Adaptation and Learning Behaviors 
 Despite the overall success of the flipped model, qualitative data from instructor interviews reveal 
important variation in student adaptation. While high-performing students adapted readily and benefited 
greatly, those with lower levels of self-regulation struggled to meet the demands of pre-class preparation 
and independent study. This confirms that flipped classrooms, while empowering, implicitly require time 
management skills and learning autonomy, which are not equally developed among all students.  
This concern echoes Zhang’s (2024) critique that flipped models risk exacerbating learning disparities if 
appropriate scaffolding is absent. In response, the study highlights the importance of integrating structured 
support systems, such as pre-class guiding prompts, learning dashboards, and formative feedback 
checkpoints, to help underprepared learners stay on track. Without such mechanisms, the pedagogical 
potential of the flipped model may not be fully realized for all students.  
 4. Implementation Conditions and Institutional Implications 
 The findings also carry significant implications for institutional implementation. While the flipped 
model is validated as a pedagogically sound and engaging alternative for high-content courses in vocational 
education, its successful adoption depends on structural conditions beyond individual classrooms. 
Instructor feedback underscores the front-loaded workload associated with video production, task design, 
and digital resource development. Although the long-term benefits—such as improved student interaction 
and learning clarity—are evident, the initial investment is considerable.  
 Sustainable adoption requires institutional support in several areas: dedicated training in educational 
technology, integration of flipped methodology into formal curriculum design, and the creation of shared 
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platforms for teaching resources. Without such systemic backing, the burden falls disproportionately on 
individual instructors, limiting the scalability of innovation. Comparative studies (e.g., Liu, 2025; Kong et 
al., 2025) similarly point to the need for organizational alignment to maintain high-quality flipped 
instruction in vocational settings.  
 Additionally, this study suggests that long-term follow-up research is needed to evaluate the 
durability of flipped instruction outcomes and their influence on subsequent learning performance. 
Comparative studies across institutions with different support infrastructures may further illuminate the 
scalability and adaptability of this model in broader educational contexts.  
 
Conclusion  
 This study explored the implementation and impact of the flipped classroom model in teaching 
advanced mathematics at Chongqing Three Gorges Medical College. Using a mixed-methods approach, the 
research confirmed that flipped instruction significantly improves students’ academic performance, 
enhances learning motivation and classroom participation, strengthens self-efficacy, and reduces 
mathematics anxiety. By grounding the instructional design in constructivist and deep learning theories, the 
flipped model successfully transformed traditional lecture-based instruction into a learner-centered 
approach that encourages active engagement, peer collaboration, and context-driven problem-solving.  
 The findings offer robust empirical support and theoretical validation for adopting flipped pedagogy 
in high-content, abstract subjects within vocational education contexts. Quantitative analyses revealed 
statistically significant gains across both cognitive and affective dimensions, while qualitative data from 
instructors emphasized the practical strengths of the model, alongside the challenges of initial preparation 
and student adaptation.  
 However, this study is not without limitations. The intervention period was relatively short (four 
weeks), and the sample was drawn from a single institution and discipline, which may limit the 
generalizability of the findings. Additionally, the study did not incorporate long-term follow-up to assess 
the persistence of learning outcomes over time.  
 Future research should consider longitudinal designs to examine the sustained impact of flipped 
instruction and expand to diverse vocational disciplines and institutional settings. Further exploration of 
differentiated instructional strategies and embedded support mechanisms for low-autonomy learners would 
also be valuable in refining the flipped classroom model for broader application.  
In sum, this study contributes to both theory and practice by demonstrating that the flipped classroom is not 
only an effective pedagogical tool for improving learning outcomes in vocational mathematics but also a 
scalable strategy for promoting deeper, more meaningful student learning in 21st-century education.  
 
Recommendation  
 Based on the findings of this study, several actionable and context-sensitive recommendations are 
proposed to support the long-term effectiveness and institutionalization of the flipped classroom model in 
vocational mathematics education.  
 Enhancing Professional Development for Instructors 
First, institutions should prioritize structured professional development programs to help instructors build 
competencies in flipped instructional design, digital content creation, and classroom facilitation. Effective 
implementation of flipped teaching requires more than familiarity with educational technology—it 
demands pedagogical strategies for fostering active learning, managing peer collaboration, and 
differentiating instruction. Targeted training initiatives can address these needs and empower teachers to 
adapt the model to diverse student populations.  
 Developing High-Quality Pre-Class Learning Materials 
Second, the quality of pre-class learning materials directly influences the success of flipped instruction. 
Institutions should invest in the development of modular and multimedia-based content, including short 
video lectures, structured reading guides, and formative online quizzes. These materials not only prepare 
students for in-class engagement but also promote independent learning habits. To ensure relevance and 
clarity, the materials should be aligned with curriculum standards and iteratively improved based on student 
feedback.  
 Integrating Scaffolding Mechanisms for Diverse Learners 
Third, given the varying levels of self-regulation and foundational knowledge among vocational students, 
it is critical to embed scaffolding mechanisms within the flipped learning process. Tools such as pre-class 
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preparation checklists, peer mentoring systems, and real-time feedback platforms can help guide students 
who may struggle with autonomous learning. These supports ensure that all students—not just high 
performers—can benefit from the flipped approach and engage meaningfully with mathematical concepts.  
 Standardizing Institutional Support Structures 
Fourth, effective implementation depends on systemic support, not just individual effort. Institutions should 
establish and maintain reliable infrastructure for blended learning, including user-friendly learning 
management systems, access to multimedia production tools, and clear policies that integrate flipped 
learning into curriculum planning. Technical support personnel and teaching assistants can also ease the 
operational burden on faculty and improve overall instructional quality.  
 Promoting Continuous Improvement Through Feedback and Analytics 
Finally, to ensure the sustainability and responsiveness of flipped instruction, institutions should adopt 
iterative improvement strategies. Regular collection and analysis of student feedback, classroom 
observation data, and learning analytics can provide valuable insights into what works and where 
adjustments are needed. This reflective cycle encourages dynamic teaching practices that remain inclusive, 
responsive, and aligned with student learning needs.  
 In summary, the successful application of the flipped classroom model in vocational mathematics 
education requires coordinated action at multiple levels—from instructors and course designers to 
institutional leaders and policy-makers. These recommendations offer a roadmap for scaling up flipped 
instruction in a way that is both pedagogically sound and practically feasible in real-world teaching 
environments.  
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