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Abstract

This research aimed to study and present the activities related to beliefs, faith, and tourism in
the province of Phatthalung. It sought to establish their connections that could inspire and motivate
tourists in their travel experiences. A qualitative approach, which involves reviewing literatures, and
related research was employed. An area-based observational method without direct participation was
used to collect data. The research area was Phatthalung province. However, it did not rely on grounded
theory but instead focused on document analysis. Therefore, the collected data was categorized by using
grouping and classification techniques.

The findings revealed that beliefs and faith in the province of Phatthalung were categorized into three
types: 1) Beliefs related to sacred objects, such as the Nokararongkru and the Tha Kae Temple, that have
become soft power for Phatthalung province, generating significant revenue in the area, 2) Beliefs associated
with gurus or important individuals, such as the famous Wat Khao Or, known for its mystical powers, and figures
like Pol. Lt. Col. Khun Phan Rak Chatched, the legend of a powerful magician, along with various guru-related
rituals. These beliefs and faith have transformed Wat Khao Or into a pilgrimage site filled with strength,
mysteries, and wonders, and 3) Beliefs related to religious concepts, such as the Phra Borom That Chedi at Wat
Khian Bang Kaew, which was considered a sacred area. These beliefs and faith have tumned Wat Khian Bang
Kaew into a significant tourist destination in Khao Chaison District, Phatthalung province. The beliefs and faith in
these three categories contributed to the promotion of belief and faith-based tourism, known as "Mutelu’,
which could generate high income and stimulate the economy in Phatthalung province. This was particularly
evident during significant events related to beliefs and faith, which attracted more tourists each year. Relevant
organizations should focus on the physical development of sacred sites and improve access routes to these
tourist destinations. Belief-based tourism also provided tourists with knowledge linked to the history of these
places, which was an external factor attracting travelers who valued historical significances, in addition to the

internal factors influenced by personal beliefs and faith that impacted travel decisions.
Keywords: Tourism in Phatthalung Province, belief, faith
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