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Abstract

This article aims to 1) study and collect data of Trang's food cultural capital with potential for
tourism promotion, and 2) propose guidelines for developing innovations from Trang's food cultural capital
that can sustainably increase economic value. A qualitative research methodology was used, combining
informal observation of consumer purchasing behavior, data collection of Trang's food cultural capital, and
approaches to creating innovative food products. The population and sample consisted of government
officials, academics with expertise in culture and tourism in Trang province, food and tourism business
entrepreneur, and local communities’ representatives, totaling 30 people. An objective sampling method
was used to select a sample group that could provide information relevant to the research and aligned
with the research objectives. Key informants with knowledge and expertise in the research topic were
identified. The research tools used were focus group discussions and collaborative critiques of innovative
local food products that reflect the culture of Trang city and the data was analyzed by examining and
verifying the reliability of the focus group discussion results using triangulation, followed by content analysis.
The research findings indicate that Trang's food cultural capital has the potential to develop into food
cultural tourism in 3 main dimensions: 1) Trang's food cultural heritage, 2) Trang's cultural identity and
diversity, and 3) tourism experience potential. In terms of innovation development, it was found that it can
be explained through the creative economy framework in 3 areas: 1) product innovation development,
2) tourism service and experience innovation, and 3) communication innovation, that reflects Trang's
potential to develop community-based food tourism activities, moving from food products to multi-
dimensional cultural experiences. This includes exploring culinary traditions and heritage, compiling stories
connected to community life, and developing food innovations to create engaging food tourism experiences

that meet tourist needs and generate sustainable income for the community.

Keywords: gastronomy tourism, cultural capital, creative economy
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