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ACstract

 This RualitatiWe research eYamined the process and outcomes 

of ethics deWelopment through intergenerational learning� Lanna Wisdom 

School in Chiang .ai, Thailand, Xas used as a case study to eYplore 

hoX children deWelop ethical perceptions and CehaWiors through lessons 

taught Cy older teachers� %ata Xere oCtained from classroom oCserWations, 

indiWidual interWieXs, and focus group interWieXs of multiple stakeholders, 

including the founder of Lanna Wisdom School, older teachers, children 

Xho attended the program, their parents, and locals in the community� 

Findings shoXed that children and youth Xho participated in the program 

deWeloped ethical perceptions and CehaWiors through a learning�Cy�doing 

process� There Xere tXo themes of ethics that children learned from 

attending the program, Xhich Xere empathy and multicultural toleration� 

,eyXords: &thics %eWelopment� Intergenerat ional Learning� 

Lanna Wisdom School
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บทคัดยอ

 งานวิจัยน้ีเปŨนงานวิจัยเชิงคุณภาพท่ีศึกษากระบวนการและผลลัพธของการ

พัฒนาจริยธรรมผานการเรียนรูระหวางวัยของเดĘกและเยาวชนและผูสูงอายุ โดยใช

กรณีศึกษาโăงเăียนสืบสานภูมิปญญาลานนา อำเภอเมือง จังหวัดเชียงใหม เกĘบขอมูล

ผานการสังเกตการณช้ันเรียน การสัมภาษณเชิงลึกรายบุคล และการสนทนากลุมกับ

ผูกอตั้งโรงเรียน พอครู�แมครู นักเรียน ผูปกครอง และสมาชิกในชุมชน ในประเดĘน

ที่เกี่ยวของกับการพัฒนาจริยธรรมเดĘกและเยาวชนผานการจัดกิจกรรมการเรียนรู

ของโรงเรียน ผลการวิจัยพบวานักเรียนที่เปŨนเดĘกและเยาวชนเรียนรูจริยธรรมผาน

กระบวนการลงมือปäิบัติ การเรียนการสอนของโăงเăียนสืบสานภูมิปญญาลานนา

ใหความสำคัญกับคุณลักษณะทางจริยธรรม ĕดแก การเหĘนอกเหĘนใจและการยอมรับ

ความแตกตางหลากหลายทางวัฒนธรรม

คำสำคัญ: การพัฒนาจริยธรรม� การเรียนรูระหวางวัย� โăงเăียนสืบสานภูมิปญญาลานนา
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Introduction

 Intergenerational learning is a process in Xhich people from all 

ages acRuire skills, knoXledge, attitudes, and Walues through Warious 

eYperiences and resources� It inWolWes an interaction and cooperation 

of tXo or more generations, often older adults and children or youths� 

%iscussions regarding intergenerational learning often pertain to aging 

society, Xhich is a phenomenon resulting from the rising median age of 

the population due to declining fertility rates and�or increased life 

eYpectancy� It Xas ųrst eYperienced in deWeloped countries, Xhere life 

eYpectancy has increased as a result of a comCination of higher standard 

of liWing, Cetter Ruality of life, and improWements in medical technology 

and treatment 	6nited /ations, ��1�
� Thailand Cecame an aging society 

in ����, and in �� years, it Xill Cecome an aged society 	/ational Statistical 

0fųce, ��1�
� A country is considered an aging society Xhen 1� percent 

of its population is aged �� years or oWer, or � percent is aged �� years 

or oWer� When �� percent of the population comprises people aged �� 

or oWer, the country is considered an aged society� It is predicted that in 

���1 Thailand Xill Cecome a Ķsuper�agedķ society, Xith those aged �� 

and oWer accounting for �� percent of the population 	Foundation of 

Thai (erontology 3esearch and %eWelopment Institute, ��1�
�

 0ne of the social implications of this phenomenon is integration 

of older persons Xith the rest of society� A general impression among 

younger people on older adults is that they are oCsolescent and 

unproductiWe� They are WieXed as a Curden to society, Cecause of the 

perception that they cannot contriCute to the productiWity of a country�s 

economy� A surWey in Thailand that compared attitudes of people aged 

1���� years toXards older people reWealed that from ���� to ��11, there

 Xas an increase in negatiWe attitudes among the young toXards the old 
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	Foundation of Thai (erontology 3esearch and %eWelopment Institute, ��1�
� 

This generational gap Xill only Ce Xidened if people from different 

generations are not giWen opportunities to appreciate each other as 

WaluaCle memCers of society�  

Intergenerational learning CetXeen older adults and children

 Intergenerational learning is deųned as the process in Xhich 

people of different ages 	or generations
 interact Xith each other in 

order to eYchange eYperiences and eYpertise� As such, intergenerational 

learning proWides a platform for people to learn from each other and 

contriCute their eYpertise to their community at large 	%ant[er et al�, 

��1�� 6/&SC0 Institute for &ducation � #eth +ohnson Foundation, 

����
� It is regarded as a common practice in families Xhere knoXledge 

is shared doXn the generations� Children learn aCout family Walues, 

attitudes, and CehaWiors from family memCers of different age groups� 

The sociali[ation process carried out naturally Xithin a family proWides 

youth Xith the opportunity to learn aCout the Xorld Wicariously 

through the life eYperiences of their older family memCers 	/eXman 

� )atton�Yeo, ����
� 

 Intergenerational learning has eWolWed from an informal familial 

affair to a learning initiatiWe� There are intergenerational programs 	I1
 

in Xhich older persons, children, and youth are gathered together to 

participate in actiWities organi[ed in schools and outside schools� In 

the 6S, intergenerational programs Xere ųrst initiated in the 1���s, 

Xith the aim of minimi[ing the gap CetXeen generations and 

eYemplifying the notion that different generations could Ceneųt from 

each other 	/ational Council on Aging, 1��1
� Intergenerational programs 

primarily focus on enaCling interaction CetXeen older and young 

people Xho differ in terms of skills, life eYperiences, and health 

conditions� With these differences, people from different generations
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 The driWing force for intergenerational learning is linked to aging

society 	S£nche[ � ,aplan, ��1�
� #eneųts of intergenerational learning 

are at least tXofold: reducing the loss of knoXledge, skills, and Walues, 

and promoting social interactions CetXeen memCers of a giWen community� 

As the aging of society intensiųes, there has Ceen an urgent call for 

meaningful collaCoration CetXeen the old and the young to ignite the 

sense of Celonging CetXeen the generations 	/eXman � )atton�Yeo, 

����
� In order to ensure the success of intergenerational learning, there 

has Ceen an urge to formulate policy dedicated to intergenerational 

learning giWen that it is a tool for sustaining a lifelong�learning society� 

Such policy Xould Ce Ceneųcial for people of all ages, not only those 

Xho Celong to younger generations 	#ostr¸m, ��1�
�

 Intergenerational programs are carried out in Warious forms, 

ranging from a short session on an hourly Casis to a long�term course 

in the span of a year or so� Studies on intergenerational programs 

haWe recommended that learning resources in the community Ce 

the main location, giWen the ease of access and the sense of 

community� Schools, uniWersities, community learning centers, 

as Xell as other priWate and puClic organi[ations are eYamples of 

are eRuipped Xith resources that are adWantageous to them� Younger 

generations might lack life eYperiences and crystalli[ed knoXledge, 

urging them to Ce trained Cy those Xho are more eYperienced and 

Xorldly� In contrast, older adults, Xhile skilled in their professions, 

need to deWelop technological skills to surWiWe the constant fluY of 

innoWation� Therefore, intergenerational learning programs haWe 

eYpanded from the younger generation receiWing knoXledge and skills 

from the older generation, to Coth parties contriCuting to each otherĴs 

learning and groXth 	CaCanillas, ��11� Fischer et al�, ��1�� SaKKasophon 

et al�, ��1�� So � Shek, ��11
� 
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 1reWious studies conducted on intergenerational learning 

programs haWe focused on the effect of such programs on 

participating children or youth as Xell as older persons� For children 

and youth, Koining intergenerational learning programs has resulted 

in them haWing a Cetter understanding of older persons, Xhich 

has then influenced changes in their attitudes toXards their older 

counterparts 	ChoXdhary et al�, ����
� 6sing the �photoWoice� 

techniRue, in Xhich adolescent and older�adult participants Xere 

shoXn pictures of people from different generations, Alcock et al� 

	��11
 found that generational stereotypes Xere reduced� 1rior to 

the treatment, younger participants perceiWed older persons as 

Ceing conserWatiWe and resistant to change� and older participants 

WieXed youngsters as Ceing self�aCsorCed and egotistic� )oXeWer, 

after intergenerational learning actiWities, the older�adult participants 

and teenagers shoXed positiWe attitudes toXards each other� 

Adolescent participants perceiWed that they could contriCute to 

the Xell�Ceing of older persons on such areas as introducing 

contemporary issues and assisting Xith daily tasks� 0ther studies 

	Femia et al�, ����� ,aplan et al�, ����� /eXman � )atton�Yeo, 

����
 haWe also shoXn that eYposure to the liWes of older people 

WiaCle sites Xhere such programs can Ce carried out 	Alcock et al�, 

��11
� In terms of curriculum, four types are currently practiced: 

	1
 older adults serWing children and youth� 	�
 children and youth

serWing older adults� 	�
 older adults and youth serWing each other

collaCoratiWely and 	�
 shared staff serWing Coth children and older 

adults� &ach type has its uniRue functionality� Type one, for eYample, 

is used in actiWities that promote cultural learning among young 

people, Xhereas type tXo is designed for children and youth to 

teach older persons technological skills� 
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contriCuted to an in�depth understanding of the physical and 

mental challenges they faced, Xhich encouraged them to Ce 

empathetic and proactiWe in helping older people�  In a study 

Cy Femia et al� 	����
, young participants Xere diWided in tXo 

groups� 0ne group participated in a Koint learning program CetXeen 

children and older persons� and the other participated in a learning 

program designed for children eYclusiWely� It Xas reWealed that

children in the former group shoXed more empathetic CehaWiors 

toXards older persons than those in the latter� They Xere Xilling 

to help older persons Xithout a reRuest� Similarly, )ayes 	����
 

oCserWed children Xho participated in an intergenerational learning 

program and found an increased eYpression of empathetic CehaWiors� 
Children participating in the program Woluntarily approached older 
persons and promptly asked if they needed assistance� In addition, 

Xhen asked to gather in groups, children Xere Xilling to mingle 

Xith older persons Xithout hesitation or reserWation� %ata from 

these studies echoed the importance of eYposure to intergenerational 

learning programs among the young as it created and promoted 

positiWe characteristics, such as kindness, openness to human 

differences, and cooperatiWeness� All these are traits necessary 

for an inclusiWe society� 

 1ositiWe outcomes of intergenerational learning are also 

eWident among older persons� 1reWious research has portrayed 

s imi lar  areas in Xhich older persons haWe Ceneųted f rom 

intergenerational learning� These include physical, mental, and 

social Xell�Ceing� As many older persons are houseCound, feelings 

of loneliness and oCsolescence are common� These feelings are 

counterproductiWe to the health and Xell�Ceing of older people, 

especially those Xho are physically and mentally actiWe� 
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 Apart from indiWidual gains, intergenerational learning has Ceen

found to yield a positiWe impact on communities and societies� 0ne of

these Ceneųts is an increased leWel of community solidarity 	Springate 

et al�, ����
� As older adults interact Xith children in a community,

Sakurai et al� 	��1�
 conducted a folloX�up study after a group of 

retirees participated in a longitudinal proKect called 3&13I/T 	3esearch 

of 1roductiWity Cy Intergenerational Sympathy
� The program Xas 

designed to haWe older persons and kindergarten or elementary 

school children in the community Koin Warious actiWities together� 

0nce a Xeek, the older persons and children gathered to play games 

and read picture Cooks, Xith the older persons caring for the young� 

0Werall, the results shoXed an increase in liWeliness among the older 

persons� Their mental and physical health Xas improWed and their 

sense of Celonging soared� As the older persons had a chance to 

sociali[e, their social Xell�Ceing Xas reWitali[ed through meeting Xith 

people and Ceing needed as a memCer of their community 	&llis, 

����� )atton�Yeo, ����� Stanton � Tench, ����
� The implementation 

of such programs decreased the sense of alienation and increased 

the sense of Celonging, Cecause the participants perceiWed 

themselWes as WaluaCle Xhen they gaWe Cack to their community 

	WhitXorth, ����
� There haWe also Ceen intergenerational learning 

programs aimed at eRuipping older persons Xith skills necessary in 

the current Xorld� In a study organi[ed for uniWersity students to 

teach older persons modern skills, 1stross et al� 	��1�
 carried out tXo

 ĶAge Friendly 6niWersityķ programs that aimed to deliWer lessons on

hoX to use technology in daily life� 3esults reWealed that the older 

persons Xho Koined the lessons Xere enthusiastic aCout acRuiring 

technology skills and eager to continuously deWelop neX skills to 

improWe their Ruality of life�  
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 &thics is considered a core Walue in Thailand� The topic is 

included in ThailandĴs #asic &ducation Core Curriculum 	.inistry

of &ducation, ����
 under a learning standard called Social Studies, 

3eligion, and Culture� It coWers Ķ.orality, ethics, desiraCle Walues, 

Intergenerational learning and ethics deWelopment

it is likely that they deWelop relationships and get to understand each

other Cetter 	+arrott et al�, ��11
� 1stross et al� 	��1�
 reported that upon 

participating in an intergenerational learning program, older adults Xere 

initially Xorried aCout language and culture Carriers� hoXeWer, they Cecame 

more comfortaCle Xith Xorking alongside young people and deWeloped 

a fondness toXards them, as though they Xere family memCers� A study 

Cy Springate et al� 	����
 found that the maKority of the older persons 

Xho taught in intergenerational learning courses continued to Wolunteer 

after the course had ended� This continuous participation Cy older 

persons contriCutes to the groXth of a community in terms of eYpanding 

its human resources to include people from diWerse demographical 

Cackgrounds 	Stanton � Tench, ����
� Therefore, a sense of community 

is strengthened Cecause spaces are created that accept all memCers 

regardless of their age to Ce inWolWed in Xorking for their community 

	(ranWille, ����
� As preWious research has demonstrated the positiWe 

impact of intergenerational learning on children and youth, older adults, 

and communities, it can Ce said that this process strengthens the social 

capital of those inWolWed, Xhich in turn leads to sustainaCle community 

deWelopment� #y proWiding learning spaces for people of different 

generations, intergenerational learning alleWiates social proClems 	(ranWille,

 ����
� Therefore, a curriculum for intergenerational learning is a WiaCle 

tool to create social capital as it Cuilds and Conds people from different 

generations in the same community 	+arrott et al�, ��11
� 
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 In order to comprehend the challenges, it is important to 

eYamine ThailandĴs current state of ethics deWelopment policy 

and practices� Considering policy aimed at preWenting ethics�related 

proClems, ethics learning and teaching Cy formal organi[ations 

and educational institutions, such as schools, uniWersities, and 

temples has Ceen promoted� These organi[ations operate as agents 

that proWide actiWities speciųcally designed to instill and promote 

ethical Walues and CehaWiors� Common practices include teaching 

ethics through the #uddhism suCKect in schools, giWing lectures 

on ethics and morality as a part of uniWersity courses, and organi[ing 

actiWities for children and youth to Wolunteer in their local communities� 

As for reactiWe policy, it primarily focuses on correction and punishment 

of young offenders� 6pon conWiction, they are sent to youth detention

self�esteem, self�discipline, oCserWance of #uddhist teachings or those 

of oneĴs faith, and guiding principles of Sufųciency &conomy 1hilosophyķ 

	.inistry of &ducation, ����, p� �
� Schools haWe Ceen the primary space 

to instill ethical Walues and CehaWiors� )oXeWer, Xhat is generally practiced 

has  Ceen far from successful� The Thai )ealth SurWey 3eport for ����

����� documented deterioration of the emotional, social, and moral 

deWelopment of children in comparison to the ���� surWey� A sharp 

decline in empathy Xas eWident among children aged 1�� years and in 

compassion and emotional control among children aged ��� years 

	/ational )ealth &Yamination SurWey 0fųce, ����
� .oreoWer, data from 

the %epartment of +uWenile 0CserWation and 1rotection 	��1�
 indicated

a steady increase in recidiWism cases among Thais aged ��1� years 

CetXeen ���� and ��1�� In ����, there Xere �,��� recidiWism cases Cy 

KuWenile offenders, Xhich accounted for 1���� percent of all criminal cases� 

The numCer increased to �,��� cases 	1�����
 in ��1� and �,��1 cases 

	1�����
 in ��1� 	%epartment of +uWenile 0CserWation and 1rotection, ��1�
�
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institutes 	formally knoXn as KuWenile oCserWation and protection centers
 

to Ce retrained in morality and ethics so as to re�enter society� Current 

policy and practice haWe some pitfalls� The tXo maKor stakeholders, 

namely children and youth 	i�e�, students and KuWenile offenders
 on one 

hand, and people in positions of authority 	i�e�, teachers and police
 on 

the other, haWe a consideraCle difference in their social status, causing 

ethical Walues to Ce didactically instructed rather than instilled� In addition, 

ethics teaching that inWolWes coerced interaction CetXeen the parties 

and is detached from the community in Xhich children and youth are 

raised might not Ce releWant to the liWes of young people� 

 In an attempt to promote ethics deWelopment among children 

and youth, a recommendation has Ceen made to inWolWe smaller and 

more intimate units of human interaction� Such units can Ce either the 

family or a community Xhere memCers share similar Celiefs, cultures, 

and Xays of life� They also share traditions and ethical Walues that are 

passed doXn from one generation to others� (iWen the social and cultural 

connections of the memCers, community�Cased ethics learning is an 

effectiWe means to deWelop and promote ethical Walues and CehaWiors 

that connects the old and the neX generations� Intergenerational learning, 

an approach to minimi[e the effect of the generation gap, is a process 

to promote a productiWe connection CetXeen the young and the old 

	/eXman � )atton�Yeo, ����
� 0ne Ceneųt reported in past research is 

that memCers of Coth generations inWolWed in such learning gain ethical 

insight on empathy and respect for diWersity� Therefore, apart from Cridging 

the generation gap, ethics deWelopment through intergenerational learning 

can Ce regarded as an initiatiWe to promote ethical aXareness among 

children and youth through participating in actiWities Xith older people 

in their community�
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Lanna Wisdom School: An intergenerational learning space for ethics 

deWelopment   

 Through the Asian ųnancial crisis of the late 1���s, Thai people 

learned aCout the importance of cherishing their heritage� Thai 

society has accumulated knoXledge, Xisdom, and culture that can 

Ce considered social capital� This reali[ation encouraged ongoing 

eYploration of Thai Xisdom, as is eWident from priWate and puClic 

sector players introducing initiatiWes that foster local Xisdom and 

cultural heritage� Lanna Wisdom School, located in Chiang .ai proWince, 

Thailand, is one such initiatiWe� Founded in ����, Lanna Wisdom 

School Xas estaClished as a space for collecting, managing, and 

transferring Lanna 	/orthern Thai
 knoXledge and Xisdom to local 

communities and to others Xho are interested 	Lanna Wisdom 

School, n�d�
� It operates as a priWate, independent learning center 

managed Cy SeuCsarn Lanna Foundation Xith the goal to sustainaCly 

perpetuate northern Thai Xisdom� A numCer of art and craft courses 

are proWided Cy older adults Xho are local community memCers� 

There are siY suCKect areas aWailaCle at the school, including music 

and musical instruments, northern Thai dancing, #uddhist offer making, 

arts and crafts, Lanna language and folklore, and other skills 	e�g�, 

cooking, XeaWing, etc�
� The school operates a local Xisdom netXork 

that gathers participation from children, parents, schools, older 

adults 	as Xisdom teachers
, local Willagers and organi[ations, in 

order to carry on such Xisdom to the neYt generation� The Lanna 

Wisdom School curriculum adheres to certain principles, such as 

respect for nature, kindness and compassion, self�reliance, acceptance 

of diWersity, and appreciation of multiculturality� The school offers 

three leWels of its Xisdom learning programs: 	1
 foundation of Xisdom 

learning, 	�
 Xisdom learning for career deWelopment, and   
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	�
 Xisdom learning for teachers� There are seWeral modes of deliWery, 

such as school�Cased actiWities, outreach programs for local schools and 

other educational institutions, children and youth camps, courses proWided 

at each Xisdom teachersĴ residence, training courses for adult Wolunteers, 

and learning materials on Lanna Xisdom 	Lanna Wisdom School, n�d�
�    

 The focus of this research Xas on ethics deWelopment through 

intergenerational learning CetXeen older persons and children� Lanna 

Wisdom School Xas selected as a case study Cecause it continuously 

proWides intergenerational learning programs that connect local Xisdom 

Xith ethical Walues, such as responsiCility, respect for diWersity, and 

empathy�  Speciųcally, this research aimed to analy[e intergenerational 

learning processes in deWeloping ethical perceptions and CehaWiors and 

to eYamine the effects of intergenerational learning programs proWided 

Cy Lanna Wisdom School on participating children and youth� 

   
.ethodology

 This research used the case study method, in Xhich data 

Xere collected from multiple stakeholders at Lanna Wisdom School� 

1articipants included the founder of Lanna Wisdom School, older 

people Xho taught at the school 	called Xisdom teachers
, children 

Xho attended the program, parents of the children, and people in 

the community� A tXo�hour focus group interWieX Xas conducted 

Xith siY Xisdom teachers� A series of semi�structured, indiWidual 

interWieXs Xas carried out to gain insights from three older teachers, 

ųWe children and youth, and three parents and community memCers� 

&ach interWieX lasted approYimately ����� minutes� %ata collection 

tools comprised the semi�structured interWieX Ruestions and the 

focus group interWieX Ruestions� 1articipants Xere informed aCout 

their rights and responsiCilities as research participants and informed

consent Xas oCtained� Thematic analysis Xas used for data analysis� 
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3esults and %iscussion
 %ata oCtained from classroom oCserWations and interWieXs 

Xere analy[ed on the Casis of tXo research oCKectiWes: 	1
 elucidating 

the process of ethics deWelopment through intergenerational learning 

and 	�
 eYploring the outcomes on children and youth Xho participated 

in the program� It Xas found that tXo main processes Xere applied 

Cy Lanna Wisdom School to instill ethics�related Walues and CehaWiors� 

The outcomes Xere eWident in terms of Coth ethical deWelopment 

and intergenerational interaction�

 A principle of the school is that ethical deWelopment is to Ce 

cultiWated at a young age: Ķļif Xe raise ethical aXareness since childhood, 

it Xill Ce aCsorCed unconsciously� When children groX up, they Xill liWe 

Cy it naturallyķ 	1st Xisdom teacher, /oWemCer ��, ��1�
� 1rior to 

participating in the program, children and youth are selected on the Casis 

of Lanna Wisdom SchoolĴs criteria� Speciųcally, the children and youth 

must 	1
 Ce interested and determined to learn� 	�
 Ce Xell�CehaWed� 

	�
 ųnd the time to learn� 	�
 assist Xith Casic preparation for the classes� 

and 	�
 Ce responsiCle for their learning�  

 SeWeral processes are used to deWelop ethics among children and 

youth� 0ne inWolWes paying respect to teachers� #ased on our oCserWation, 

Cefore starting any class, each student Crought a cone�shaped receptacle 

made from Canana leaWes containing local floXers, incense, and a candle 

	called Ķsuay dokķ
 to offer to their teachers as a gesture of respect and 

humility� Inspired Cy #uddhism, the tradition Xas originated as a practice 

to Xorship Lord #uddha and to make merit in #uddhist temples� Later, 

the receptacle adorned Xith Ceautiful floXers and accompanying assortments 

Xas used in TeacherĴs %ay oCserWation 	called ĶXai kruķ
 to eYpress 

gratitude to teachers 	Chaodee, ����
�At Lanna Wisdom School,
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 Another process to cultiWate ethics in students is the use of folktales� 

0ne of the Xisdom teachers eYpressed that Ķļin teaching ethicsļtales 

and stories are attractiWe to children� #eing eYplicit aCout Xhat to do 

and Xhat not to do is not hoX children learn to CehaWeķ 	�nd Xisdom 

teacher, +uly 1�, ��1�
� A numCer of Lanna folktales haWe Ceen produced 

and puClished Cy Lanna Wisdom School� The ųrst proKect, Lanna Folk 

Tales Series 1, resulted in a Cook Xith �� oral folktales recounted Cy 

older people� The story Cook is used as a tool to conWey ethics, ideals, 

and Celiefs from preWious generations to children and youth� It coWers 

a range of themes, for eYample gratitude, honesty, kindness, courage, 

and respect for nature� As children and youth are receptiWe to creatiWe 

media, folktales Xith interesting characters, such as animals, ghosts, 

and people from all Xalks of life, are Coth entertaining and educational� 

In intergenerational learning courses, these tales are used in actiWities 

Xhere Xisdom teachers tell stories to children and then lead a discussion� 

Another series of folktales, 0ld Tales 3etold, Xas created Cy a group of 

students from Lanna Wisdom School� 6nlike Lanna Folk Tales Series 1, 

this collection Xas an adaptation of old local tales Cy children and youth� 

It contains 11 stories in Xhich children and youth adapted folktales using 

their imagination� Young Xriters Xorked on their stories Cy collecting 

socio�cultural data from their communities and incorporating it Xith a 

modern interpretation� These stories Xere accompanied Cy hand�draXn 

illustrations Cy children and youth� 

the concept of respect through the use of Ķsuay dokķ is implemented 

in eWery course in order to foster the sense of gratitude to older 

teachers Xho dedicate their liWes to conserWing the local Xisdom� 

In addition, it conWeys an important message that local Xisdom is 

to Ce appreciated, respected and protected, and that it needs to 

Ce carried on from one generation to the neYt�
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It contains 11 stories in Xhich children and youth adapted folktales using 

their imagination� Young Xriters Xorked on their stories Cy collecting 

socio�cultural data from their communities and incorporating it Xith a 

modern interpretation� These stories Xere accompanied Cy hand�draXn 

illustrations Cy children and youth� The results are stories that contain 

local morals, teachings, Walues, and Celiefs Xith a contemporary and 

creatiWe flare� The use of folktales helps students to understand aCstract 

concepts through concrete media� It eases the learning of aCstract 

concepts of morality and ethics Cy creating ųctional stories that capture 

the attention of young students� Stories also Xork as tools to conWey 

moral lessons and motiWate children to liWe Cy them� Folktales for 

children are typically aCout a character facing oCstacles and later 

succeeding Cecause of perseWerance or intelligence to oWercome those 

hardships� In most cases, the stories are concluded Cy a short statement 

that sums the moral of the story for young readers to conceptuali[e 

	#hanthumnaWin, ����
�

 Compassion and empathy are characteristics that can Ce taught 

in many Xays� Lanna Wisdom School CelieWes that compassion is to Ce

instilled naturally through daily life actiWities� The school asked for 

cooperation from students to take responsiCility for Casic preparation for 

each class� #ased on class oCserWation, it Xas eWident that in classes 

taught Cy older Xisdom teachers, young students Xere eager to assist 

the older teachers� Students helped Xith organi[ing learning materials 

Cefore class, cleaning, and storing learning materials after class, as Xell 

as tidying up the classroom for the neYt day� #y Ceing Xith older people, 

children and young people Xitnessed their physical limitations in tasks 

such as Xalking, speaking, and listening�  

C� Teaching compassion through real�life eYperiences       
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After studying here many times, I greX familiar 

Xith older people� IĴWe helped a Xisdom teacher 

and sheĴs Wery kind to me� It reminded me of 

my grandmother to Xhom I XasnĴt Wery nice� 

I haWe more understanding of her noX� 
       	1st youth, +uly 1�, ��1�


 Another interWieX session Xith an adolescent Xho Woluntarily 

enrolled in courses at Lanna Wisdom School reWealed that she 

eYperienced a perspectiWe change� &Wen though she personally chose 

to Koin learning actiWities Xith older teachers, she hesitated at ųrst 

Cecause she neWer had interactions Xith older people Cefore� 

/eWertheless, as she enKoyed noWel learning eYperiences, her maKor 

reWelation Xas on intergenerational connectedness:

When I ųrst came here, I Xas afraid of not knoXing 

and Xondering aCout older people� #ut after studying 

continuously, I got to knoX the characters of the 

They learned ųrst�hand the effect of their small gestures on the Xell�

Ceing of the older teachers� Some students reported a shift in their 

attitudes toXards older people after taking courses at Lanna Wisdom 

School� They Xere initially uncomfortaCle in the presence of older 

persons and felt frustrated Xith their sloX moWement and clumsiness� 

)oXeWer, as the curriculum reRuired ongoing inWolWement CetXeen 

the older Xisdom teachers and young students, the students gained 

a Cetter understanding of the conditions eYperienced Cy older persons 

and also gained empathy toXards their oXn grandparents� A teenaged 

student reflected in an interWieX:
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1erspectiWe changes Xere also reported Cy parents� 

0ne parent said that she saX changes in her sonĴs 

manner and motiWation in learning: �)e asked to Koin 

the course Cy himself� I couldnĴt say no to his reRuest� 

Since studying here, I feel that heĴs Cecome more 

responsiCle and more focused� )is communication 

skills haWe improWed too�ķ 
          	.other of �rd youth, +uly 1�, ��1�


 %ata analysis shoXed that the ethical cultiWation process for children 

and youth at Lanna Wisdom School comprises tXo maKor themes, Xhich 

are empathy and respect for cultural diWersity� &mpathy is deųned as the 

aCility to perceiWe other peopleĴs feelings and respond Xith unCiased 

opinions� It acts as a medium to recogni[e other peopleĴs distress as Xell 

as encourage altruistic CehaWiors 	#atson et al�, 1��1, as cited in Schroeder 

et al�, 1���� &isenCerg � Shell, 1���� )offman, ����
� The intergenerational 

learning program offered Cy Lanna Wisdom School promotes empathy in 

children and youth through interaction Xith older persons� As discussed 

earlier, the school cultiWates empathy in children and youths through 

real�life actiWities, such as haWing them assist Xisdom teachers to prepare 

materials and shoXing respect to them in the Ceginning of eWery class� 

c� Themes of ethics deWelopment: &mpathy and respect for 

cultural diWersity      

older people and it made me reali[e that they alXays 

haWe good Xishes for children� 
           	�nd youth, +uly 1�, ��1�
�
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3esults from interWieXs shoXed that young students gained a Cetter 

understanding of the liWes of older people and Cetter communication 

skills, and Xere aCle to carry out meaningful interactions Xith people 

from different generations� Therefore, the interactions CetXeen the 

tXo generations implicitly encouraged empathy� &mpathy functions 

as a Cuilding Clock for creating a peaceful society as it centrali[es 

perspectiWe taking and altruistic CehaWiors 	(oleman, 1���
�  

 3espect for cultural diWersity has Ceen emphasi[ed Cy Lanna 

Wisdom School Cecause the school has memCers Celonging to Warious 

ethnic groups, for eYample Tai Lue, Tai ,hen, Tai Yai, and )mong� Cultural 

diWersity is celeCrated in the community as a component for societal groXth� 

Initially, immigration might contriCute to the cultural conflict and eYploitation� 

hoXeWer, it can also Ce regarded as social capital that enriches peopleĴs 

liWelihoods in the community 	WongyannaWa, ����
� ,enneth et al� 	��1�, 

as cited in /antaCurom � Isarangkura /a Ayudhaya, ��1�
 haWe proposed 

that multicultural schools possess such Rualities as promoting social eRuity 

through interactions and relationships CetXeen groups, fostering 

self�acceptance, and self�esteem in spite of those inWolWed Celonging to 

minorities, and encouraging compassion for others Xho might Ce of different 

descent� Lanna Wisdom School nourishes multiculturalism through its 

teaching philosophy and learning actiWities� Lanna is a region that has Warious 

ethnic groups and each of them has its oXn uniRue identity, culture, and 

Celiefs� All of these ethnicities contriCute to northern Thai heritage, as is 

eWident from its artistic traditions� Lanna Wisdom School proWides courses 

on Lanna arts and crafts uniRue to the region, such as festiWe flags, paper 

lamps, and string instruments� 0ur ųndings indicated that immersion in 

and celeCration of cultural diWersity Cy students led them to Walue 

multiculturality as contriCuting to socio�cultural richness� In turn, teachers 

acted as agents to pass on their cherished heritage� 
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 The oWerall results indicated that children and youth Xho 

participated in intergenerational learning actiWities at Lanna Wisdom 

School learned aCout ethical Celiefs and CehaWiors through hands�on, 

eYperience�Cased processes� They practiced ethical CehaWiors in 

actiWities that reRuired actiWe interactions CetXeen people of different 

generations� Although the schoolĴs lessons are heaWily influenced 

Cy /orthern Thai heritage, the ethical Walues transcend across cultures� 

1aying respect to older people, helping people in need, emCracing 

cultural diWersity, respecting people from different Cackgrounds, 

and haWing empathy are Rualities manifested Cy the students after 

participating in the program� These outcomes Xere oCserWed Cy 

teachers, parents, and the locals alike�

Conclusion

 This research concurred that Lanna Wisdom School is a learning 

space for ethics deWelopment though intergenerational learning� It promotes 

meaningful interaction CetXeen older and younger generations through 

an informal culture�Cased curriculum� %ata from oCserWation, indiWidual 

interWieXs, and focus group interWieXs of maKor stakeholders pointed to 

three processes that Lanna Wisdom School has implemented to promote 

ethics deWelopment among young students� These include the use of local 

Xisdom to teach respect and gratitude� compassion training in daily actiWities� 

and promotion of empathy and respect for cultural diWersity� 0Werall, 

effects of the intergenerational program on children included a Cetter 

understanding of older people, Xhich led to empathy and compassion� 

an intention to nurture local Xisdom as a result of actiWe participation in 

cultural conserWation actiWities� and multicultural aXareness, Xhich is the 

key to the Lanna identity�  
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Xisdom as a result of actiWe participation in cultural conserWation 

actiWities and a multicultural aXareness and tolerance Xhich is key to 

the Lanna identity�

 It is apparent that Lanna Wisdom School is not only a learning 

space for young students to learn aCout ethics and cultural heritage, 

Cut it is also the heart and soul of social capital in the community� 

As a learning space, it alloXs for cultural preserWation� As a community, 

it Crings people from different generations to conWerse, collaCorate, 

and connect, Xhich leads to community Witality� 1ositiWe attitudes toXards 

people from different generations are fundamental to community Witality, 

Cecause they increase and strengthen mutual trust and respect among 

community memCers� It also facilitates the deWelopment, eYchange, 

and transfer of Walues as Xell as encourages indiWidual participation in 

and contriCution to oneĴs community� Therefore, Lanna Wisdom School 

has fulųlled its role as a Cuilding Clock for intergenerational learning 

and as a driWing force to nurture local Xisdom in a sustainaCle manner�   
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