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Abstract

In Section 5 bis of the Sangha Act B.E. 2505, amended in B.E. 2560,
"Sangha" meant monks who were ordained by their preceptors under this law.
"Bhikkhu-sangha" or later called monks by convention meant monks who were
ordained by more than four senior monks, called "Sangha," under the Buddha's
allowance. In democracy, an individual had legitimately a proprietary right. In the
Civil and Commercial Code, a monk was also allowed to claim the property as
an heir but he was unable to claim it as an heir at law. As in Section 1622, a
monk was unable to claim the heritage as a statutory heir unless he as an heir
left the Buddhist monkhood and claimed it as a legal heir within the prescription
under Section 1754. According to the Civil and Commercial Code, there were
three sections to be considered on the property of a monk before and after his
monkhood and the property of a dead monk. For example, Section 1623 said,
"The property a monk earned during his monkhood period had to become the
property of a temple he lived in when he was dead unless he distributed it while
he was alive or by his testament," and Section 1624 said, "Whatever belonged to
a person before monkhood did not become the temple property and became a
heritage to his legal heir. Either he was able to distribute it at law."

Keywords: Laws, Property, Monks
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