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Abstract

This article studies the history and benefits of creating the Buddha
images in the Isan region that appeared in the book “Chalong Phra Krua.” This
book is the edition of the Wat Phra That Choeng Chum Worawihan, That
Choeng Chum subdistrict, Mueang Sakon Nakhon district, Sakon Nakhon
province. The manuscript of this book was recorded through Thammalao-Isan
alphabets on a raw courtyard sheet which consisted of 16 courtyards. The
manuscript mentioned the history of the first creation of Buddha images in the
Buddha's time of Prasenajit or Pasenadi of Kosala, who dominated the Sravatthi
city in Bihar. The benefits description of creating Buddha images from mixing 14
materials, including leaves, fabric, terracotta, sealing wax, wood, cement, bones,
stone, lead, brass, silver, ¢glass, and gold, was also mentioned. The information
gathered from this documentary study reveals that the content of the Chalong
Phra Krue book is similar to the book "Benefits of Building of Phra Chao," which
is famous in the Lanna Kingdom. The essence of the book "Benefits of Phra

Chao" begins with some contents from the legend of Phra Kaen Chan, then
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describes the benefits of the building of Phra Chao at the end. This book is also
used to deliver a sermon for the celebration when Buddha images are built on
each special occasion in the past. In addition, the Buddha images are a piece of
visual art in a group of the object stupa that represents the Lord Buddha. They
are built for the recollection of the Buddha, and the Isan people call it "Phra
Chao" or "Hoob Phra Chao" to show their respect for the Lord Buddha.
According to this study’s information, the "Chalong Phra Krua" demonstrates the
essence of thoughts and beliefs about making merits that includes a piece of
visual art creation combined with the faith of the Buddhists. This practice
occurs in order to create images of the Lord Buddha from different types of

local materials so that people can receive the sanctioned merits.

Keywords: Chalong Phra Krua, History and Benefits, Buddha Images Creation
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