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Abstract

This research aimed to (1) study the meanings of justice and equality
according to Buddhadasa Bhikkhu as presented in his book Dhammic Socialism.
The study explored how Buddhadasa Bhikkhu conceptualized “justice” and
“equality” through Dhammic Socialism and analyzed these ideas within the
Buddhist context, which has influenced political and social thought. The research
employed a qualitative methodology using documentary research and
interpretive textual analysis.

The findings revealed that:

1. Regarding the meanings of justice and equality according to
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu in Dhammic Socialism, both concepts are grounded in
Buddhist principles that emphasize moral correctness, compassion, and natural
law rather than legal enforcement or punishment.

2. The study found that Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s ideas on justice and
equality within the Buddhist context have a significant influence on political and
social philosophy. He viewed justice not merely as the application of law or
penalty but as Dhammayutti—righteousness according to Dhamma. All living
beings, he argued, should have access to basic necessities sufficiently, without
oppression or exploitation. The concept of Dhammic Socialism aims to build an
egalitarian, peaceful, and harmonious society free from inequality, emphasizing

that injustice originates from craving (tanha@) and attachment to material excess.

Keywords: Political Thought, Justice, Equality, Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, Dhammic

Socialism
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