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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the level of media influence on the
perception of political news and 2) study problems and suggestions regarding the
influence of media on the perception of political news of citizens in Hat Yai
Municipality, Songkhla Province. This is a quantitative research. The sample size
was determined using a ready-made table by Taro Yamane. The sample size was
398 people and simple random sampling was used. The sample was selected
using a simple random sampling method. The research instrument was a
questionnaire consisting of 3 sections, totaling 25 questions, with a reliability
value of 0.951. Statistics used for data analysis included frequency, percentage,
mean (X), and standard deviation (S.D.).

The research finding were as follows:

1. The influence of media on the perception of political news of the
people of Hat Yai Municipality, Songkhla Province, was at a high level overall (X)
=4.47,S.D. = 0.31).

2. Problems with the public's access to political news in Hat Yai
Municipality, Songkhla Province, include some groups of people lacking
knowledge and understanding of the media, lacking skills in using technology to
receive news, and receiving news from only one source. Recommendations:
There should be training and campaigns to promote media literacy among all
groups of citizens, encourage access to information from multiple sources, and
support the potential of local media to communicate political information to the

public.
Keywords: Influence, Media, Political awareness
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