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Abstract

This study aimed 1) to examine the level of public opinions toward
politics in Nakhawsi Subdistrict, Nayong District, Trang Province, and 2) to propose
guidelines for promoting public opinions toward politics in the area. A mixed-
methods research design was employed. The quantitative sample consisted of
364 residents of Nakhawsi Subdistrict, while qualitative key informants included
community leaders, members of the Subdistrict Administrative Organization
Council, two local residents, and a local academic, totaling five participants. Data
were collected using questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Quantitative data
were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation,
whereas qualitative data were analyzed through descriptive content analysis.

The research finding were as follows:

1. The findings indicated that overall public opinions toward politics in
Nakhawsi Subdistrict were at a moderate level. When examined by dimension,
political participation recorded the highest mean score, followed by political
perception, political communication, and political behavior, respectively.

2. Regarding guidelines for promoting public opinions toward politics in
Nakhawsi Subdistrict, qualitative analysis revealed that residents demonstrated
relatively high levels of political behavior and participation, particularly in voting
and following political news. However, political perception was primarily shaped
by direct experiences rather than structural or policy-oriented analysis. In
addition, residents expressed a strong need for accurate and reliable political

information provided by local government agencies.

Keywords: Political opinions; Political participation; Political perception; Political

communication; Local politics
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