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Abstract

The legislative intent underlying the enactment of legal provisions restricting the capacity
of minors is to safeguard the minors themselves, as well as their property. However, in light of
changing social conditions and rapid societal development, it is appropriate to reassess the
suitability of the existing grounds for attaining majority. The Civil and Commercial Code of Thailand
currently prescribes two bases for the attainment of majority by a minor. First, majority by virtue
of age. The threshold of twenty years of age has been in force since B.E. 2466 (1923). When

considered in comparison with individuals in contemporary society-who experience accelerated
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development and advancement in all dimensions-it is arguable that the age at which a person
should attain majority ought to be lowered. In comparative perspective, the laws of the French
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Swiss Confederation, and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland prescribe eighteen years as the age of majority. It is therefore
proposed that Section 19 of the Civil and Commercial Code be amended to provide that a person
shall cease to be a minor and shall attain majority upon completing eighteen years of age.
Secondly, majority by marriage. As discussed in the preceding section, the proposed amendment
would operate coherently in that both spouses who have completed eighteen years of age would
attain majority pursuant to Section 19 and would be legally competent to marry. In cases where
either spouse has not yet completed eighteen years of age, marriage may still be permissible
subject to statutory conditions; however, such marriage should not confer majority. This is to
prevent the registration of marriage from being employed as a legal mechanism to enable a minor
to attain majority. Accordingly, it is proposed that Section 20 of the Civil and Commercial Code,
which provides for the attainment of majority by marriage, be repealed.

Keywords: Attain legal Capacity, Minor, Marriage of a Minor
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