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Abstract

This research aimed to study the priority needs in participatory school administration for
opportunity expansion schools to promote students' life skills under the Pathum Thani Primary
Educational Service Area Office. This study employed a survey research design. The sample
consisted of 314 school administrators and teachers, selected through proportional stratified
random sampling by district. The research instrument was a questionnaire. Data were analyzed
using mean, percentage, standard deviation, and the Modified Priority Needs Index
(PNlmodified). The research findings revealed that: The overall current state of participatory
administration was at a high level (M = 4.05, S.D. = 0.61). When considering each aspect, all were
at a high level. The aspect with the highest mean was participation in evaluation, followed by
participation in planning, while participation in decision-making and implementation shared the
same mean. The overall expected state was at the highest level (M = 4.88, S.D. = 0.25), with
participation in planning yielding the highest mean, followed by implementation, decision-
making, and evaluation, respectively. The priority needs assessment indicated that the overall
index was at a moderate level (PNlnodifed = 0.21). The aspect with the highest priority need was
participation in planning, followed by participation in implementation, decision-making, and
evaluation, respectively. Regarding students' life skills, the overall priority need was also at a
moderate level (PNIyodgified = 0.21). The dimension with the highest priority need was dealing with
emotion and stress, followed by self-awareness, analytical thinking, decision-making and creative
problem-solving, and building good relationships with others, respectively.
Keywords: Needs Assessment, Participatory Management, Opportunity Expansion Schools,
Life Skills
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