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Abstract

This research article aims to 1) Study the wisdom and development of the Phanom Phra
boat-making tradition, 2) Develop conservation and transmission activities for this cultural
knowledge, and 3) Promote innovations for its preservation and continuity through an online
digital database in Surat Thani province. The research employs a qualitative approach, with key
informants comprising 19 Phanom Phra boat-making experts and 12 individuals involved in the
Chak Phra festival. Research tools include in-depth interview guides, and data were collected
through in - depth interviews and analyzed using content analysis. The research findings indicate
that the wisdom and development of Phanom Phra boat - making involve beliefs, materials, and
equipment used in construction, as well as decoration styles and materials. The conservation and
transmission activities have evolved, starting preparations from the beginning of Buddhist Lent,
creating drafts, gathering materials, and constructing the boat framework using steel. The next
steps include decorating the boat and its central pavilion (busabok), assembling parts, painting,
installing lighting, and decorating with fabric. Promoting innovations for the preservation and
transmission of Phanom Phra boat-making through an online digital database is emphasized. Key
innovations include establishing a local wisdom information network, fostering creativity, and
adapting the tradition to suit contemporary times and practical living. Conservation networks and
platforms include the Surat Thani Buddhist Sangha network (comprising 112 temples), sovernment
agency networks (41 organizations), and private sector networks (7 groups).

Keywords: Innovation, Conservation, Wisdom, Ruaphanomphra, Online Digital Database
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