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Abstract

A society's citizens' knowledge, understanding, and behavior often serve as key indicators
of its progression or regression toward democratic ideals. The education sector plays a crucial
role in imparting knowledge and promoting socially desirable behaviors among learners, and it is
frequently held accountable for the observed outcomes. However, for individuals to develop
behaviors that align with democratic principles, a systematic approach is essential. This article
outlines three key dimensions that contribute to promoting democratic learning and behavior
among students: 1) instructional approaches for democratic education, which focus on not only
teaching democratic knowledge through subject content but also integrating democratic values
into classroom activities; 2) co-curricular activities that encourage democratic practices by
providing students with opportunities for experiential learning in real-life situations; and
3) the creation of a supportive learning environment that promotes democratic behavior, which
includes both the physical settings of educational institutions and the social interactions
experienced by students. These approaches align with educational policy frameworks and
relevant learning theories. While these frameworks are crucial for equipping learners with the
knowledge and understanding of democratic principles that influence their behavior in society,
reinforcing the ideological foundation of democracy among citizens requires more than curricular
and environmental interventions. In this context, developing critical thinking skills significantly
enables education to cultivate democratic and sustainably engaged citizens.

Keywords: Democratic, Thai Education, Learning Promotion, Inculcating Behavior, Students
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