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The Value Chain of Traditional Thai Dress in Songkhla, Thailand

Siriporn Rodkliang!” and Boonlert Chanthra®

YInstitute of Southern Studies, Thaksin University

Abstract

This study examines the value chain of traditional Thai dress in Songkhla, Thailand.
Data were collected from stakeholders, including handloom weavers, tailors, rental business
operators, and tourism-related entrepreneurs across five districts, namely Mueang Songkhla,
Hat Yai, Singhanakhon, Bang Klam, and Chana. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis
of in-depth interviews and relevant documents based on value chain stages.

The findings indicate that traditional Thai dress is used in four contexts: weddings,
special occasions, tourism activities, and belief-related practices. The value chain also involves
beauty service providers, photography studios, temples, hotels, tour operators, producers,
retailers, consumers, and government agencies. The analysis identifies a structured value chain
comprising upstream manufacturing, midstream rental services, and downstream
consumption. Upstream manufacturing units engage in standardized production and quality
control. Midstream operators provide integrated rental services that address diverse customer
needs. Downstream consumers have access to a range of designs, types, and sizes, reflecting

the industry’s responsiveness to market demand.

Keywords: value chain, traditional thai dress, songkhla
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