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Baan Noi: Cultural Heritage, Beliefs, and Revitalization Approaches in
Contemporary Society among the Tai Yuan Ethnic Group in Don Rae

Subdistrict, Mueang District, Ratchaburi Province
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YFaculty of Economics Technology, Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon
Faculty of Home Economics Technology, Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon

3f\/lanagement Science, Silpakorn University

Abstract

This qualitative, phenomenolosgical study investigated the meaning, value, and socio-
cultural context of Baan Noi (miniature spirit house) in the Thai-Yuan funerary tradition, aiming
to propose guidelines for its contemporary preservation. In-depth data was collected from
16 key informants, including local sages, villagers, and community leaders in Donrae,
Ratchaburi province, using interviews and non-participant observation.

Findings confirm "Baan Noi" as a central symbol representing the spirit's temporary
post-mortem dwelling. Symbolically placed at junctions after cremation, it guides the spirit
home on the 7th day, reflecting the community’s belief in the soul's return. The construction
process inherently fosters community solidarity (men building, women preparing). Rituals like
the Nam Mon Thoranee San purification and the invocation of the Four Great Kings (Thao
Thang Si) demonstrate a unique syncretism between Buddhist and indigenous folk beliefs for
a smooth transition of the deceased.

The research recommends systematic documentation and knowledge transfer of the
Baan Noi ritual to the younger generation and the public. This is vital for promoting the spiritual
value and local wisdom, thereby preserving the Thai-Yuan ethnic identity amidst rapid social

change.

Keywords: Ban Noi; Tai Yuan belief; funerary rituals; Thao Thang Si ritual; symbolism
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