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Abstract
In the past, the policies regarding the drugs were mainly concentrated on
the prevention and suppression of the narcotic related criminal offenses. This
contributed to the overcrowded prisons and financial burden for the state.
Therefore, the recent policies solving drug problems have been adjusted to be
more suitable with the circumstances, by recognizing the drug addicts as the
patients, and focusing on the rehabilitation and the lessening of harm resulted
from the use of drugs. This research aims to study and analyze 1) The problem
of Thai legal measures implemented to reduce the harm form the consumption
of drugs and 2) The legal measures decreasing the danger from the use of the
narcotics in foreign countries. These include, the Federal Republic of Germany,
The Republic of France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Portugal, Denmark, the
United States of America, New Zealand, Canada, and Japan. The study has found
that every nation has redirected the policies to change the recognition of the
drug addicts to be the patients, and emphasized on the health and the safety of
such patients. Moreover, the abovementioned studied countries have initiated
and implemented various measures to decrease the harm resulted from the
consumption of drugs. For instance, determining the reduction of the harm from
the use of narcotics in the National Development Plan, distributing the
hypodermic syringes, using opioid in the rehabilitation, setting up the drug
consumption rooms, providing the naloxone therapy, opioid therapy, and the
drug consumption rooms in the prisons. Hence, this research proposes that there
should be legal model reducing the harm from the use of drugs in Thailand,
pursuant to the aforesaid measures, which shall be implemented under the
supervision of the relevant standardized entities.

Keywords: Legal Measures, Harm Reduction, Drug Use
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