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Abstract

The purpose of antitrust laws is to enhance the limiting the market power of any big
business and industrial competitors through the promotion of fair competition and provision
for consumer protection. In the United States (U.S), antitrust laws is in place to limiting anti-
competitive behaviour, ensuring that a single business or group of businesses that
unreasonably restrains competition by acquiring or maintaining monopoly power. These laws,
in principle, prohibit unfair business practices that unreasonably distort and exploit consumers
in the modern competitive market. However, the requirements for ruling activities and
competitions in global sports to include in their administrative and judicial decisions as to the
extent to which U.S. sports leagues (An association of U.S. sports teams) are carrying out sports
and commercial activities in the U.S. sports industry context that have been exempted from
an unlawful monopoly or an attempt to monopolize the U.S. sports industry defined under
the U.S. antitrust laws. The paper provides an analysis of unique business model of the U.S.
professional sports league. It explains why there is a need for controlling mergers and unfair
business practices that would reduce a sports market's competition. It also sets out the main
obstacles for using U.S. antitrust laws to prevent anti-competitive behaviour in in the U.S.
sports business. It conclusively illustrates that business and commercial practitioners in the
U.S. sports Industry would benefit from the U.S. antitrust laws.
Keywords: Antitrust Law, Competition, United States, Perspectives, Sports Industry
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AnummAssrindnnsudedufindud 2 dnnisutstufndull daafdenisdadnnisudedu
Auunsdvuieing Adanusndudeddinulunisduiung 01i Gu ninddunazisa 1u
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LiliiAansiefaenuisuguilaaviedidwlddiudslunaindu q Wldsuanudusssuluns
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Antitrust Act of 1914 (W3esins1drulugdnien Clayton Act) Vigﬂﬁ’iyjﬁyfagﬁmﬁmmmmu%mi
nspiilafifeidungAnssuynuianianisivienslfiinnisudedudiliidussaluinueadivinli
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(Predatory Pricing) miﬁmumLﬁiauiﬂﬁ@'é’ﬁﬂé}’aﬁaﬁamaﬁuﬁfm%u'%mimﬂqﬁﬁwamuwhﬁ?u



(Exclusive Dealing) LagnsamussRansiitevianegudasedu q liualuainviosman (Mergers
and Acquisitions For destroying Competitors) Dudu

dm3ungmany Sherman Act flvouiuavesnistaduliiniianane denseunquwgingsy
A1AN1NITAMTBNGANTTURNVIANNAITAITENINNAST (Interstate Trade) ¥305eNINUATTU
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gafnlunasgvistudnussimandaviidy udanguane Sherman Act fsduldfunnnisvindennas
visoynnsnszvhdudunginssufingmneimuaielilsdeindumsnseviidiinly gnisynuanis
N13AtURAINENSFBLIEN

fiA101u318nn1swdstuimnluansgousnidesujuiniunguune Sherman Act wsalal
Anoufifednnisudsduiiluanizewinuazussmamndniiiualuasimordnlugiugmidug
‘UsmaUﬁsmamamnﬁmwﬂuam%amamnmaaﬂgummmgmma Sherman Act LagNgnieg
sofunsynIANIen1Anatudy 4 egraesenin tumneamnuindnms usduiwivdaieatuly
amgamemﬂmmmﬂﬂ%muwmuama’mamﬂulﬂuﬁsiu Tagdnnisudsduiniluansgoisn
wodlivihdennasegnmiliegdlasmiuyniin anvsedrdinnisutstulunaingsfivgnanmnssuiinly
giafw ity nasnaudedddsiuiuingsiansesauiuljiinienisaedgrsladidusssy Tu
yaugdafuanmaudstuivluansgendnilimsaiedonnamanisfiuussaaindnluyiuesd
Humser$mensisualuasiinerIniiluandn fonslisrnamienainvesmuniesuniuan
msutetuimensdadeaiuldsruaegslidusssy vseasdnamienain auerailugnis
HNUIntugsAvgaamnssuiwilurlinfuiveny amaiiﬂmmaam%ameLUuam‘uummmaw
ﬂgvimsfmmma'lumsmmmmwma Sherman Act o1l ilumsfinnsanfinnuiaffiigitesiuns
LUITUNI9NIIA Anaansgeinagldiazn1sfinnungvuie Sherman Act WagnNUUEROAIUNIS
NNUIANI9NNTARTuBY 9 maansgelusninfiansuinguane Sherman Act mudIdnysuaY
RAUITHAIIBINMINY Sherman Act mugiuly Snusznsnilsmaanigondniainsaaiiad
fimnminnsngunasivzeussiaguluunaiedls (Rule of Precedent) Famagaininenginausivie
ussiing e lilimadisldrdusinimiemaansdesdadongnasiviieussinguiirnagdldidade
1liluafnau 9 (Principle of Stare Decisis) ﬁwﬁwmmﬁmagaié’ma%ﬁaﬁaLmﬁﬁﬂﬂmamﬂu
waninarivseussvinglvEauluisnisiwdateujidiny uluismfinnnwmetvasimanniswse
founiiuntanguuie (Fesniunisnsesiriilddeifunginssuynuianianisdn (Antitrust
Exemption) aungvsng Sherman Act) Wigauluderugeusutiuiieufifny

4, ﬂ“ﬁtﬁmn°umswnmﬂmqmsaﬂussnaammwnssunm’luamﬁamsm

Tngvluanmsudstuinluanizewinmidesufofnunielinseinnisdriunguuneg
AefuNTENIIANIINSANanigoIs A suun Ty Aflinudua seanalsslovidiusiuvie
Usgloviiansisaiz (Public Interest) Inglawizognsdalostumsynuanainvesdnnisutsdufivilu
grugdufusznovgsinvunlngluanigeinlduazesfuliliiAanarnynvndudunainain

Pannassenineanmsudetufiunluiuesiidmaieungusenevgsfiagnamnssuiinseguslaaly
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AAIANTINADNAMNTIUAWY MANMTUsTURINITINIUTBeALTUNSEYI TS R uUN Ty afAtiue

A7}

I a

wnIEnUReLATYgRvesUsEma lnefidnnsudsduimagidennasuegisiinnaaiuogaduin
uuAuAnFsluaningmneseiunsynvIamansiansgeimdy gl dlldvievhdonnas
Tagliihienguungsssmunisynuianansiansgesnianldlila
Aaansgalsnlaiaeiladeusziaunisdiinn1sutsdunienisd (Restraints of Trade) 91
N13N329119098NN1TUTITURART (M3Ld1gsRadnnisudeduinn) sutielunginssuldsruiamile
panludrAanseunsnusaainimmienisilugsisgnamnssuiu Tnslanizegnadenisdide
LS NINNNNITAN UGIARAAIMNTIUARIAILOBNNYNANINNNITANINAIVDITINENNTHYITUAN
faus 2 ATl (Multiple Leagues) Taffuasraedotensgsiaiiediiiugsiagramnssufidae
TS 2 uismiuludetulsiuuasiuniedeulat (Ban on Cross-Ownership) ins1zan
mMautstuivesfiuiinisievulefiuinddedeamsiinnsudstufinuseniendussiadn
nsudsduiIunguiidvisnalugsianisdnlunaingsnagnannssufuimieluninau degrautu
AR National Football League v. North American Soccer League, 459 U.S. 1074 (1982) fiena
ansgensnAgiiadyindn National Football League (M50dn NFL) lddunamilenainsonunis
wtsduniansdluluiuesiidifanisudsiulunaingsAagnaimnssufing (Anti-Competitive
Element of the Restraint) Agn1seanngnin1vesnurinuldlviusenougsiagnaimnssuannis
wistuimsedu q (idnesduinnisudsdufmedafeatunuiiviessedafmfuauinmg e
wuBstunaziuvieevulyiiloinenguniegsia Tefigamaavizeninidadeingninviuie
wudsunariuviedevulafiduirdidunisnssvhiidavieudsfungrane Sherman Act tnagdn
NANNIFVBINYNUEY Sherman Act f719&nyey (Contracts) N3533d3AU (Combinations) %3813
auAufiy (Conspiracies) ifnaliAnn1531inn1sutsdunienisivienisanavdnsiuiaiusaf
M3fsEINLasgusenIsAsEnIUsemetoldunuin (Jusu
Snttuneiindfimaauizensniléidedsimofnsalugsionsiuisedisdodunginsnd
Junisynuianisnisdnaznginssuitldidunisynvianianisdn #1eg199u A Chicago
Professional Sports Ltd. P’ship and WGN v. National Basketball Association, 95 F.3d 593 (7th
Cir. 1996) fimaavszeluinilaidadeinauduiusseningdn National Basketball Association
(vdedn NBA) Tugrugiidudnnsudsiuiwiuiainauealuanizewsni (Laveuinimile) fuussn
aluasfwiuranmueaiidmnduaundnuazsiunsudaduimuiainauealudn NBA mildeguu
ngruvesanduiuslunsngmnefifidmaneglugnsihgsiauuusasturinglumeiu (Unity
of Interest) thumaneAarindn NBA Auussaau@nvesdn NBA sslalldmbenaasugiadendu
(Single Economic Entity) (McCann, 2017) tws1¥an NBA AUUIIANEU1TNV09Ean NBA A19AUA1A
annsniidasylunmsuseneugsianiouaismnusslerinienisiveanuiesldesnaad sanriedn NBA
Alinainuauleuieviseterudaywiliussnannnuesdn NBA fesufuRnueg1ainuin asviou
Thduindn NBA lifidnnadsnmsmegsiamiloussmanndnvosmulsedisanysal nanidndfewis an
NBA Fiflessrnauimsunasesfivtanzianssuimuiensudsduiminudalusiaindanann
wihtu azdudn NBA ﬁaiﬁlé’ﬁmméfuﬁuéﬂiwﬁaLﬂwmaqiﬁmﬁmﬁu (Single Entity Operation)
(Jacobs, 1991) nslggrunavesin NBA Flifiedndunisynuin anvsedndnnisudedunianisaly
53199AAMNTTUAUIVIANAVDR LAINYUNILABAIUNITHNVIANIINITAIENTTOLNTNINLIAIUAY
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ngfnssuvesdiUsznavsstanismildsunanienandufidennangusznevssianisdndisius
willena1nauainsaaniiun1sag o egredaseviselddnsnamilonainegvauysaldwmansenusie
§3fvgRarnIIURMIUIANAUealUansaLENL
uinszduAmusULUUNsAiugietesdnnisuisiufinunsinluansgening WA suuuu
nssfiugsiavesdn Major League Baseball (W3edn MBL) Sufudnnsudsiufiwuausaiiddy
Tuangonini nduldsumsendiuliidedunginssumansiilidusssuvdesniulidedunis
HNYIANINITAT (Antitrust Exemption) (Grow, 2014) tws1gA1aansgetusnilaineiiadednanan
WwAluAR Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore, Inc. v. National League of Professional Baseball
Clubs, et al,, 259 U.S. 200 (1922) %qﬂwaaw%’gam%mlé’%ﬁaﬁf&dwﬁﬂ National League of
Professional Baseball Clubs (&n National League #38an NL) lugnuggdnnisudstuiniuauoaly
anigoling (azuawinn) ieuaramlsuazussloviniaassgiadu o (For Profi) 91nn15dn
AanssunsoNIswIstuRvIUaUealuansgosnt NaUITennanIegsnagIumi (Conspired) fUdn
American League of Professional Baseball Clubs (An American League #39@n AL) donasule
aluasaniusiuavoauriailosdafiuas (Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore) (aluasiuiuaves
Slositlngaelunadusiuaud) uavaluastinuavoausaluasieaandin (Leave) Mstduadn
Tudnvenu wienswiiiuihdonnamisgsisuisedaiiedioiu (Buying Out) Taluasfiwiiua
veauandsialudnnsudsiuiinuioadugdn nmsnsevidananlifiedunisanassiufu
spwinsdnmsudsiufviavealugius i duguszneugsianisilunangsfivgramnssuiniua
vea ludnuagidumahatsnsuwisiulunainssisgamnssuimivauealuanigessniidena
AsENURBANNITUYITURW L UALDaTI8EY 9 WeUIIAIALITNYDIRWLeY Bntte Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes gimnnwluafiifliamudiulumsngrungiinisanashufussnindnnisugedy
Awnuavea dsusfinezifuguislunisudedugsfionisilunaingsivgaaimnssuiviiuauea us
woRnssusgnirdnmsudstuiwniuaveadinanlitiedunisynuin vieannisutadu wiediinnis
wisiulunanngsfagramnssufwiuavea JewgAnssuseninsdnnisustufiviuavealilydes
Femnasmensiitinlugnisynuinnisnnsfaiung vanesefun1synv1aMIaNsAansgeLEnT
SntangAnssusninsdnnisusstuivivaveaisifelunmannviantansiludnuuefibuns
FMAUTINANITUDITUNNNIIAMTBITE A rlonaIanutisuAnIslung uINes s IUN1S
HAIANISNTIANAVSaLENT (Blair & Wang, 2020) winfiosn1sUfoinienisilugsiagaamnsy
Awnvaveadududesniiuilivieinguuiesediunisynvianianisitansigeiusniunld
(Exemption from U.S. Antitrust Law) (Grow, 2012) nsasadesniuuntdwadiseasnmlung
vhdyavietennaaileraunssdusznounigiauasmsdusiusseninsesdusznaunsgsiaim
WwavesaiiaonadesiunsuImsUnasesinmsutsiuiviuavea filugnisairsqalunisudedu
Amdvuselevimaasegialiluasifesiu aasnauvinlvannsudaduiniuaveasenising
(Major League) lugueglnanslunisusznaugsianieddrunamiuguatinnisudesduiniiuauea
s79n154an (Minor League) ﬁm’%mwﬁwmaqﬁ’uﬂﬂizﬂauﬁﬁlmiﬁﬂmimiq%’uﬁmLuauaaiwLﬁfﬂu
Fugguanslunisusenevssiaiuiuaveaniglanismiiuaua lvaliugsialviaenadew sy
muUszasduansoUselovddednnisutsiufiwivaveasenisivg lummseiuravesifinine
yoamaanizaiuinsuiigoudadedliinnisuisduinivaveasenmislugfiduumsluguuoui
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Lifusssn Fansznudenisriudvesinimivaveasdnwludnnsudeuinivaveaoidniile
LsItennanieafuanInn1sdng (Collective Bareaining) (Che and Humphreys, 2015) 817
Fowlun15319n15991u favue U aiiau A3 atainis n1sidndae Usslewiidu q ves
weimiFegninafnfunisiau Fdnmsuisiuinivaveasonisivgisuneniedvsnamie
AANATINAEAAMNTINANLUAUDAANITRLIINT (Braver, 1996) Annisudsduiwiiuaueasnenisive
fild1uneeenngrieddsiinaidunshlliussaguszneuansannsudeduiviuausase
nluguzd¥uavslunisusenevssiauazgninaiegmeldnisudmsunasesvesiiuszneuiansan
nMsudsiufnivaveaeldndes foRnmngiisatuanmauiiannisuistufiniuauoasonis
Tnajiwuaeliognaasensa (Scalzo, 2014) WWudu

5. unagd

nalagasy fillouiiuiingmune Sherman Act iundninasindaygfonliduaednual
Snwsdmiusafunisnssyhduiedunginssugniamanisdn Ssngraneatiuiszydoralalfgs
dlddundelunaingsivanamnssuansgeusninsyinentiduaiednvaldnusesinau d14le
AEu s dRmungmnesatuifdeusldTunaieniegnadine Annsudsiufwlugiugdusenon
gtagpamnssufn Aol fifnundninasidandnilediuasinn lususdiortussuunguane
Z‘Wi’i%aLllifﬂﬂL‘U(ﬂiamﬂi%?ﬂﬂu%’]uuwLﬂum%ﬂgﬁuﬁEJ‘Ui‘UISULLa ghAungMiNg Sherman Act ln
maa‘mﬁamemmmmmwmﬂmmLmﬂmng‘wma Sherman Act ieuntiysffidewenl iy
aednuaidnuIuazianuisunivesnguang einsuiuliuasfanunguunsatuidomdutade
dfglunisshwanuasuissuietlunaingsivgaainnssuin (luynsdiain) Wliannisudatu
Awuazussmanndndniugsfamsmiunszinisedrwidaogslasudunisynaianianisii
wieuduasismulusssulifunsudaduniinisfsenitaussafuszneugsnagaainssuiu
uenaniiffimnwvesmaanigowiniduduteinuasiinvomdninasiuiasents mininw
Fuvesmaanigeinlsiaednduenliluuised Agnliiduussiaguiimaanigewinidenides
gndonaninadiuasininyIny WY Aaanszoisn1amaninaeitenlidnisusenaugsia nsi
¥948n MLB suidudnnisudsduinuaveaitddgluanigousniedutesniiuannsteduly
NOMNERBATUNITHNYIANWNSATENSTOLNENT s
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