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Abstract

This research has as its objective to study the socio-economic and security conditions of
the villages lying along the Thai-Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region to make
ready for the development plans for districts, provinces and groups of provinces. It also wants
to study people’s participation so as to create sustainable socio-economic and security
strategies for the mentioned villages. The research covered 11 selected villages in 11 districts
of 4 provinces: Buri Ram, Surin, Sri Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani. There were 3 stages in the
study. The first was going to the 11 areas and training 11 research assistants who would later
helped collect data through interviewing community leaders then analyze them. The second
stage was the socio-economic and security study of the villages by brainstorming the
community leaders of each village about the state of problems, the causes and ways to solve
them. The third stage was a participative study to create sustainable socio-economic and
national security strategies for the villages, also through brainstorming all community leaders
of the whole 11 villages. They would participate in summarizing the state of problems, the
causes and then find sustainable socio-economic and national security strategies for the

villages lying along the Thai-Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region.

Results of the research
1) The socio-economic and security conditions of the villages lying along the Thai and
Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region to make ready for the development plans
for districts, provinces and groups of provinces
1.1) The state of economic problems of the villages lying along the Thai-Cambodian border of
the lower Northeastern region, the causes and ways to solve them; three issues to be taken
into account.
1) The price fall of agricultural produce

Causes: High cost of producing, inability to process the produce, no co-operative bodies
to bargain for higher prices, corrupt & interest seeking governmental agencies from the stage
of producing promotion to the stage of produce buying

Solutions: There should be studies of problems before the production, between the

production and the sale of the produce. The villagers also have to get together in pinpointing

sansAial:ia:dcuusssy  guiiinya 13
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their main problems, the causes, and ways to solve them. The process of solutions should
comprise:

Stage 1. Setting up village-level committee to correct price fall

Stage 2. Seeking help from outside parties such as governmental and private sectors,
academic institutes

Stage 3. Setting up funds to correct price falling situations

Stage 4. Determining directions and technologies in the production

Stage 5. Co-production to reduce cost in investing, harvesting, processing; to slow down
sale, and for effective bargain

Stage 6. Setting up an expanding network for correcting price fall from village to
provincial levels
2) The problem of debt and poverty

Causes: The expense of each family is rising while its income is low. The debts are both in
and outside the system. Each family has interest burden while there is no supplementary job
after the harvest or when villagers are free.

Solutions: Parties from outside especially from educational institutes are needed for in-
dept studies and analyzes of income and expense of families and villages, the economy of
villages; so that the villagers can live with the least dependence from outside. The process of
solutions should comprise:

Stage 1. Depending on themselves on necessities while trying to reduce their expense
using Sufficiency Economy

Stage 2. There should be job promotion and training from governmental agencies,
private sectors and educational institutes.

Stage 3. Villagers should set up community shops, get together to exchange goods, to
buy goods and sell produce.

Stage 4. Villagers should find financial loan sources whose interest is low and should set
up village saving fund.

Stage 5. Villagers should help one another especially the marginalized group so that they
can stand strong again economically.

3) Insufficient & poor land

14 nsansfial:ia:dcuusssy  guiiinya
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Causes: Extended families — higher family members with the same plot of land, some
without title deed, and most, of poor quality & lacking water for agriculture

Solutions: There should be production potential development. This includes studies by
governmental agencies working with the villagers in order to find appropriate technologies.
These agencies are to co-study with the villagers to identify problems and reasonable & exact
needs concerning their land. Besides, the government should carry out land reform along the
border to help the villagers and for the security of the country.
1.2) State of social problems of villages lying along the Thai and Cambodian border of the
lower Northeastern region, the causes and ways to solve them ; three issues to be taken into

account

1)Youths involved with paths of ruins and gang fighting; youths having sex and get married
prematurely

Causes: As a result of family breakdown, youths are not cared for and lack family warmth.
Some parents have no time to take care of their children because of jobs or they have to
migrate to work somewhere else. Drinking, group influence, false value, and false role models
from mass media also play part in youth problems.

Solutions: The youths should be made realized of the troubles they will bring to the family.
Community leaders and those concerned should take part in finding solutions. Parents and
adults in the villages should set good examples for the youths and work together with youth
networks of the government and educational institutes. They will cooperate in job promotion

and training for young people. They should also use laws to solve social problems.

2) Low quality education and lack of opportunity to further studies

Causes: The youths have no motivations to continue their studies. Their families are too
poor to support any further studies. In addition, the quality of education in the village is so
poor that continuing in the higher class is difficult.

Solutions:  Information on education should be given to parents. Guidance, finding
scholarships for students in the villages, and school, administrator and teacher development
should be done. Sub-district administration organization should take part in finding the

solutions.

sansAial:ia:dcuusssy  guiiinya 15
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3) Gambling in the villages

Causes: False value, amusement and the desire for short-cut richness all play part in the
village gambling. Besides, there are illegal number-selling agents coming to encourage the
habit. In addition, governmental authorities are not strict and, in some cases, interested.

Solutions: Religious training & activities could help develop the mind of the people and
teenagers. So, religious and educational institutes should take part in the campaign to solve
the gambling problems in the villages. Authorities should be strict in enforcing the laws on
gambling.

1.3) Security problems of the villages lying along the Thai- Cambodian border of the lower
Northeastern region, the causes and ways to solve them; the first three issues to be taken into
account.

1) Villagers living along the border have no confidence in their lives and properties

Causes: The conflicts between Thailand and Cambodia cause troubles along the border.
There is no definite border at some places. There are also overlapping land of the 2 countries.
Besides, Cambodia set up villages at the border.

Solutions: A development zone should be set up along the Thai-Cambodian border. A
security team should comprise both governmental authorities and local people. Strong
villages with quality of life should also be set up along the border as buffers. A good
relationship should be built along the border by government agencies using similar cultures
and religion of both countries as bridges.

2) The border villages are passages of drug trafficking.

Causes: Along the border there are many passages both on open ground and in the
forest for drug trafficking. Here the traffickers can easily run away. Drugs are carried by some
Cambodians coming in to seek for jobs while there is no good cooperation among
governmental authorities to work in the same direction. There is no strong measure in the
inspection of the drug trafficking.

Solutions: There should be participation of the people and all sides of governmental
authorities in solving the problem. Village-level working units should be set up and strict
patrolling along the border should be done. Villagers should be taught how to defend
themselves. There should be measures to suppress drug trafficking.

3) Division of people due to elections both on national and local levels

16 nsansfial:ia:dcuusssy  guiiinya
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Causes: There are vote buying and selling. This causes strong and obvious divisions
among interested groups with different political ideas. Vote-getters are set up on each side
when there are local elections such as for village or sub-district headman, or sub-district
administrative organization. Relatives of candidates also take sides. This divides the villages
and causes conflicts among the villagers when projects are carried out. The division seems to
get wider.

Solutions:  True democracy should positively be instilled ; election frauds must be

prevented and suppressed; development projects must be transparent. Village committee
should be given authority to scrutinize any development projects to be carried out in the
villages. Furthermore, there should be attempts to spread interests equally among villagers.
2) Participative form to create sustainable socio-economic and security strategies for villages
lying along the Thai-Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region to prepare for the
public administration policy and to support the creation of provincial plans and budget for
development according to the constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550. Three
processes to be considered:

1) Process for developing plans and budget for provincial development in order to create
sustainable socio-economic and security strategies for villages lying along the Thai-
Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region:

Stage 1. A network of border village cooperation committee should be set up by village
committees. This committee must take part in the development plans for villages along the
Thai-Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region.

Stage 2. Creating development plans for villages along the Thai-Cambodian border of
the lower Northeastern region by the village committee of each village

Stage 3. Integrating the plans: The border village cooperation committee integrates the
plans of each village to make the sub-district development plans for the sub-districts along the
Thai-Cambodian border of the lower Northeastern region.

Stage 4. From the sub-district development plans, integrated plans for district, province
and groups of provinces development can be made. These plans must comply with the
integrated provincial administration policy of the government.

2) Participative process to create sustainable socio-economic and security strategies

Stage 1. The network of border village cooperation committee will
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1) meet to exchange ideas 2) identify common problems 3) set up village working group 4)
name village representative to coordinate 5) coordinate other parties wishing to support the
network.

Stage 2. The border village coordinating committee network should be encouraged with
the support of governmental and private sectors and educational institutes. The network will
have potential in creating development plans for villages along the Thai-Cambodian border of
the lower 4 provinces of Northeastern region.

Stage 3. The creation of development plans for villages along the Thai-Cambodian border
of the lower 4 provinces of Northeastern region by the network of border village cooperation
committee should by based on the principle of Sufficiency Economy and the problems of the
village.

Stage 4. The development plans for villages along the Thai and Cambodian border of the
lower 4 provinces of Northeastern region by the network of border village cooperation
committee must be integrated into village, sub-district, district, province and groups of
provinces development plans. These plans must comply with the integrated provincial
administration policy.

3) The process of creating socio-economic and security strategic issues

Stage 1. Preparation for the creation of socio-economic and security
strategic issues of the Thai-Cambodia border village cooperation committee through
coordination and co-planning with the network of governmental and private agencies as well
as educational institutes

Stage 2. Brainstorming the Thai-Cambodian border village network’s coordinating
committee to identify and prioritize the problems of the villages; finding the causes and ways
to solve the problems

Stage 3. Determining socio-economic and security strategic issues, village development
plans, details of projects through the border village coordinating committee network

Stage 4. Integrating village development plans of the border village coordinating
committee network with the village, the sub-district and the province development plans

respectively.
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