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Abstract
The objectives of the research are to study ritual music and to analyze music for

entertainment of Thai Song Dam People at Ban Huachugbua, Tambon Sapattana, Kampansan

District, Nakornpathom Province. It is the qualitative research in music anthropology comprised
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of literature review and field study during August to November 2012. The 20 informants who
were selected by specified criterion were interviewed. Music anthropology method was used in
music analysis for rites and for entertainment from music instruments, singing and song lyrics.

The results are : the musical instruments for ritual music of Thai Song Dam consisted of
short and a long pi saen pipes, bamboo tubes , bamboo tubes with stamping boards and jar.
These instruments were played and used for the accompaniment of singing. Types of song
consist of folk song and phleng soeng song (call and response song.) The sons’ contents were
concerned with paying homage to the ancestors and Thaen god, asking for blessing, soul
comfort, and proverbs with the hidden ideas. This music was transmitted from the Thai Dam
ancestors in their home towns in Sipsong Panna province.

The principal instrument used for the entertainment was a khaen mouth organ, which
was brought along from Sipsong Panna. Various percussion instruments were added; they
were : a big drum, a trio drum, ching cymbals, small chap cymbals, large chap cymbals, takrap
or krap clappers and loud speakers on the cart. The music were performed after the ritual was
ended. There were two types of music, entertainment music and lullaby. The singers, dancers

and musicians were inherited continuously.

Key word: Thai Song Dam, ritual music, music for entertainment, music analysis
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