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THE PROCESS DEVELOPMENT OF RAUEM TROD FROM THE KNOWLEDGE OF THAI-
KHMER ETHNIC GROUPS IN SONGKRAN FESTIVAL IN SURIN PROVINCE
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Absiract

Research on The development of the Ruemtrut Dance was conducted by transcribing
local games played on Songkran Day held in April every year among the Khmer ethnic groups in
Surin. The purpose of this research was to develop local performing arts and investigate the local
games played during Thai New Year or Songkran Festival. The researcher has developed the
show “Thai local Dance called Ruemtrut based on the games. The results of the study can be

concluded as followed.

1. The local games were piayed‘ amomg the people in Lumduan District during the
traditional New Year Festival in April ( called "Kaejad ) by Surin people. During this time people
had already finished harvesting. Rice farming was considered as the traditional work of people in
the rural area of Surin. The festival provided opportunities for young people to meet one ancther
once a year. During this occasion people were cheerful. They played fun games and celebrated.
Most people were helpful. They gathered in their community and share food on the Songkran
holidays. Thus, the head of the village, the elders in the village,. The local people would make

merit by donate things to the community.

2. Performers would pay homage to the anestrous teachers or “Wai Kroo” before

performing Ruemtrut Dance in the area of Lumduan, Choknue, Ou Lok, Rumdom, Trapiangtea

NsansAauia:dcuusssy guiuthya 23




SubDistricts in Lumduan District. After the \Nai Kroo ceremony, they would stay in row and
perform the dance.Music would be played and the singers would sing along the music Others
would sing along and dance along the rhythm of the drum. There were the small metalballs used
for producing the supported sound. The dancers parade would go from house to house to greet
the house owners who would come to donate some money to make merit. The dancers blessed

them good luck and moved to another house.

3. Ruemtrut is the performance which had been applied from local games on Songkran
Day of the Thai-Khmer Ethnic group in Lumduan District, Surin Province. It has been passed on
from generations to generations by the ancestors, leaders of the villages and communitiés. The
researcher has transcribed the knowledge gained from the study to create the performance in
order to make it more beautiful and interesting. The styles, dresses and music of the dance were
changed to make it more attractive.This performance is considered as the pride of the local

people.
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