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Abstract

Ganesha is one of the most popular gods in Hinduism. He is different from other gods
in that he has an elephant head and a human body. It is said that he has more than 1,000
names according to his differing roles and outlooks. The origins and stories of Ganesha
appear in many texts (puranas). These puranas mentioned the birth of Ganesha differently.
However, what lies in common in all these stories is that Ganesha is Lord of obstacles. As
“Vighaneshvara,” he lords over all obstacles and can frustrate gods, demons, evil spirits,
humans and animals, and at the same time he can also eliminate all obstacles too.

Since Indian culture, especially Hinduism, was widespread into Lower Me-khong Sub-
Region and greatly influenced the social and culture development of cities in the area..
Ganesha was thus introduced and worshipped by the local people and gradually developed
their own cults with regional beliefs and ritual ceremonies.

In Thailand, Ganesha was worshipped in different statuses, such as Lord of Obstacle
and success, “Pra Devakarma” or the Great Teacher of Elephants, Lord of Arts Sciences,
“Dvarapala” or Doorkeeper, etc. Besides, he was playing a major role in many Hinduism
rituals especially the court rituals.

Keyword : Ganesha, Lord of obstacles, cult
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