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Abstract 

 
This research aims to study the art styles and beliefs of  Khmer -culture architectures in 

Surin province.  

According to the research, it has found many Khmer -

in  Surin. They can widely divided into 2 period, Pre-Mahidrarapur period (about 7 to 11  

century A.D.) and Mahidrarapur period (about 12  to 13 century A.D.)  

Most of Pre-Mahidrarapur architecture are small brick buildings. 3 of them are found, 

they are Prasat Pumpon, Prasat Beng, and Prasat Muaen Chai. Mahidrarapur architectures 

hve found more, they were built of brick and stone, both small and big buildings, such as 

Prasat Ban Plaung, Prasat Ban Pai, Prasat Ta Meuan Tom, Prasat Yai Ngao, Prasat  Sri 

Khoraphum, Prasat Ta Meuan, etc. 

These architectures are miniature of the universe in Mythology. They were built in 

order to be Sanctuaries both of Hinduism and Mahayana Buddhism.  

 According to the iconography study, it has found carving presented the story of 

supream gods in Hinduism, Siva and Visnu, at Prasat Ban Plaung, Prasat Muaen Chai, Prasat 

Nang Buatom, and  Prasat  Sri Khoraphum. The carving of Siva present 3 carnation (Avatar) of 

Him, there are Siva Nataracha, Siva Kiratarchunamurti, and Siva Sarapeshmurti. The carving 

of Visnu present  carnation of Him in Krishnavatar, Krishna subdue Kaliya, Krishna 

Kovarrdhana, and Krishna fighting with elephant and lion.  
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Imprimerie d'Extrême - Orient.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


