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Abstract 
 

The purposes of this research are 1) to collect the history of the sacrificial ceremony in 
catching elephants of the Guays in Surin Province 2) to study the process in doing the 
sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants in Surin Province 3) to develop the dancing art 
used in the sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants of the Guays in Surin Province. This 
research is a qualitative research. The research strategies were: ethnographic research and 
focus group. The brainstorming process was employed in order to decode the body of 
knowledge of the sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants and to create dancing arts based 
on the elephant catching process.  

The research found that 1) the elephant catching has begun since the 9th B.C. b y the 
Guay Ethnic group, a tribe living in the area of Phanom Dong Rak Mountain, whose talents 
were catching and training elephants. The Guays inherited the wisdom in catching, training, 
and raising elephants. The Guays in Surin catches elephants by using rope called Pagum. 
The procedures in catching elephants begun before the journey started. For example, they 
had the ceremony of offerings making to Pagum spirit house ( at home) or the 
paying of respect to the Pagum spirit ( at the center of the house. Also, there were 
forbidden rules for family members who did not go to catch elephants, such as they had to 
follow the taboo rules while novices were out to catch elephants in the forest.  There was a 
ceremony called Berk-Pa ( , which was done when they arrived the place where 
elephants were gathering. They used Pagum language while catching the elephants. 2)the 
procedures in catching elephants were conducted by 4 village gurus called Kroo Ba yai, 
Sadum, Samiang, Paja. Each guru had his own responsibility. The most authoritative is Kroo 
Ba Yai whom everyone has to respect and follow his command.   The gurus would prepare the 
instruments in catching elephants and provisions. They performed the opening forest 
ceremony before beginning the journey. The purpose of this ceremony is to help them find 
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rituals of elephant catching of the Guay people. The dance reflected people ways of life from 
the past  to the present time. Due to the environmental, political, social, and economic 
change, elephant catching culture was also affected. It is therefor necessary to encourage  the 
new generation to realize of the value of this culture and help to conserve this wisdom.  
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: http:www.fortunecity.com/ 

Greenfield/drongo/ kankhong.html.  
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