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Abstract

This research aims to study the art styles and beliefs of Khmer-culture architectures in
Surin province.

According to the research, it has found many Khmer-culture architectures or “Prasat”
in Surin. They can widely divided into 2 period, Pre-Mahidrarapur period (about 7 to 11
century A.D.) and Mahidrarapur period (about 12 to 13 century A.D.)

Most of Pre-Mahidrarapur architecture are small brick buildings. 3 of them are found,
they are Prasat Pumpon, Prasat Beng, and Prasat Muaen Chai. Mahidrarapur architectures
hve found more, they were built of brick and stone, both small and big buildings, such as
Prasat Ban Plaung, Prasat Ban Pai, Prasat Ta Meuan Tom, Prasat Yai Ngao, Prasat Sri
Khoraphum, Prasat Ta Meuan, etc.

These architectures are miniature of the universe in Mythology. They were built in
order to be Sanctuaries both of Hinduism and Mahayana Buddhism.

According to the iconography study, it has found carving presented the story of
supream gods in Hinduism, Siva and Visnu, at Prasat Ban Plaung, Prasat Muaen Chai, Prasat
Nang Buatom, and Prasat Sri Khoraphum. The carving of Siva present 3 carnation (Avatar) of
Him, there are Siva Nataracha, Siva Kiratarchunamurti, and Siva Sarapeshmurti. The carving
of Visnu present carnation of Him in Krishnavatar, Krishna subdue Kaliya, Krishna

Kovarrdhana, and Krishna fighting with elephant and lion.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) To explore arts and cultural sources and local
wisdom in the local Isan music and performing arts in the lower Isan of Thailand. 2) To make
the maps and global positioning system (GPS) And 3) To create databases of arts and
cultural sources for tourism administration and management with further lifelong learning for
sustainable. The boundary of research was in 5 provinces including with Nakornrachasima,
Buriram, Surin, Srisaket and Ubonratchatani. The type of arts and cultural and local wisdom
including with Isan-singer as Morlum, singer, actor and Thai craftsman. The cultural
resources compounded with historical, educational history, residence, learning, the show
propagation, map, global positioning system(GPS) and pictures, which were linked with
Google to display the maps. APl code registered with Google by name domain was used.

Descriptive information was stored in the database via Ul of the system. Information about the
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sources could be viewed and searched by categories, sub-districts and districts. The tools
used for field data collection were interview and observation. The re sults were as follows.
There are 64 sources of the Isan Cultures and Folklore in Music and Performing Arts
From 5 provinces compounded with 16 sources in Ubonratchatani, 11 sources in Sisaket, 15
sources in Surin, 13 sources in Buriram and 9 sources in Nakhonratchasima. The database
was developed under Google Maps APl system and categorized into three main groups for
searching, according to the provinces. The data could be searched by Web Browser
programs such as Internet Explorer or Fire Fox by typing URL Address
http://culturemaps.musicstudy.info. The sources of arts and culture could be searched from
their origins of the sources which appeared on Google Maps. This could be done by typing
names of the roads, districts or provinces. The program would elaborately display the results
and directions for traveling. The results could be displayed in three forms comprising the form
of maps, the form of satellites and the mixed forms which provided descriptive information in
details as well as pictures. In addition, the database program offered the searching process
by keywords such as first names, last names, types of sources of culture, which enabled

visitors to quickly reach their desired informatics data.

Keywords

Mapping, GPS, Isan Cultures, Music, Performing Arts.
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Abstract

THE STUDY OF “PHOHAK FOLK SONG : RAM TONE” AIMED TO INVESTIGATE THE HISTORY AND
CURRENT SITUATION OF “RAM TONE” AND TO EXAMINE THE EVOLUTION OF RAM TONE’'S POSTURES AND
THE LYRICAL BODY POSTURES FROM RAM TONE COMPOSITION.

THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY WAS BASED ON QUALITATIVE STUDY CONDUCTED BY MEANS OF
DOCUMENTARY AND RELATED RESEARCH STUDY, INCLUDING FIELD STUDY OF THE LOCAL ARTISTS AND
ACADEMIC PEOPLE IN PHOHAK VILLAGE IN THE BANG PHAE DISTRICT OF RATCHABURI PROVINCE.

THE RESEARCH FINDINGS SHOWED THAT “RAM TONE” WAS HIGHLY PERFORMED WITH THE
PARTICIPATION OF MANY LOCAL AND OTHER INTERESTED PEOPLE, USUALLY DURING THE SONGKRAN
FESTIVAL AND OTHER CELEBRATIONS. CURRENTLY, THE PEOPLE ARE PLEASED TO BE THE CULTURAL
OWNERS OF “RAM TONE” AND TO PERFORM AND ENTERTAIN IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. THE
PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT CONSISTS OF DRUMS AND CYMBALS. IT IS SUNG BY THE PERFORMERS, WHO
ARE LEAD BY THE VOICES OF ONE MALE AND ONE FEMALE. THE SONG LYRICS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN FROM
WORLD WAR Il TO THE PRESENT.

THE FINDINGS ADDITIONALLY REVEALED THREE STYLES OF SONG LYRIC AREAS AS FOLLOWS:

1. SONG LYRICS ABOUT TEASING BETWEEN MALES AND FEMALES

2. SONG LYRICS THAT EMBOLDEN

3. SONG LYRICS ABOUT NATURE AND ANIMALS

THE CHOREOGRAPHIES WERE NAMED AFTER THE PEOPLE'S POSTURES DURING REAL ACTIVITIES
IN LIFE AND MOST DANCERS MODIFIED SOME POSTURES BY THEMSELVES, NOT ONLY FOLLOWING THE
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STANDARD DANCE. THE POSTURES HAVE A FREE AND NATURAL CHOREOGRAPHY. THE ANALYTICAL
DANCING CHOREOGRAPHIES WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THE TORSO PART, SUCH AS HAND GESTURES, ARM
POSITIONS AND POSTURE BALANCE. THE OTHERS INCLUDE LEG MOVEMENTS, SUCH AS FORWARD STEP
AND BACKWARD STEP, BODY TURNING MOVEMENTS AND STATIONARY STEPPING MOVEMENTS WITH TOES
IN UP AND DOWN POSTURES.

Moreover, the findings revealed that Phohak Folk Song, namely, “Ram Tone” is a focus
of cultural conservation. It is developed in school curriculums and there are competitions
between schools for the best performance of “Ram Tone”. It is also promoted by the
government using cultural tourism public relations as it nurtures and spreads traditional

cultural values among the audience.
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Abstract

The purposes of this research are 1) to collect the history of the sacrificial ceremony in
catching elephants of the Guays in Surin Province 2) to study the process in doing the
sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants in Surin Province 3) to develop the dancing art
used in the sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants of the Guays in Surin Province. This
research is a qualitative research. The research strategies were: ethnographic research and
focus group. The brainstorming process was employed in order to decode the body of
knowledge of the sacrificial ceremony in catching elephants and to create dancing arts based
on the elephant catching process.

The research found that 1) the elephant catching has begun since the 9th B.C. by the
Guay Ethnic group, a tribe living in the area of Phanom Dong Rak Mountain, whose talents
were catching and training elephants. The Guays inherited the wisdom in catching, training,
and raising elephants. The Guays in Surin catches elephants by using rope called Pagum.
The procedures in catching elephants begun before the journey started. For example, they
had the ceremony of offerings making to Pagum spirit house (A1adzn1) at home) or the
paying of respect to the Pagum spirit (ﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁ) at the center of the house. Also, there were
forbidden rules for family members who did not go to catch elephants, such as they had to
follow the taboo rules while novices were out to catch elephants in the forest. There was a
ceremony called Berk-Pa (ﬁ%Lflﬂﬂ’]), which was done when they arrived the place where
elephants were gathering. They used Pagum language while catching the elephants. 2)the
procedures in catching elephants were conducted by 4 village gurus called Kroo Ba vyai,
Sadum, Samiang, Paja. Each guru had his own responsibility. The most authoritative is Kroo
Ba Yai whom everyone has to respect and follow his command. The gurus would prepare the
instruments in catching elephants and provisions. They performed the opening forest
ceremony before beginning the journey. The purpose of this ceremony is to help them find
elephants gathering place. They had to share elephants they caught and did the “Welcoming

Ceremony” for the elephants. 3) The researcher had designed the dancing art based on the
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rituals of elephant catching of the Guay people. The dance reflected people ways of life from
the past to the present time. Due to the environmental, political, social, and economic
change, elephant catching culture was also affected. It is therefor necessary to encourage the

new generation to realize of the value of this culture and help to conserve this wisdom.
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Abstract

People living in all parts of the world have the same way of counting. For example:
counting number in Chinese Language, Counting number in Roman, Counting number in
Kamar or Khom language. Counting number in Ancient time, we start with one, two, three,

four, five, five plus one (six), five plus two (seven), five plus three (eight), five plus four (nine)

and so on. Let we start with using abacus for counting.
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