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Abstract

This research investigates media exposure, perception, attitude, and traveling behavior of foreign
tourists visiting Wat Rong Khun temple. The objectives were: 1) to study the media exposure, perception,
attitude, and traveling behavior of foreign tourists towards Wat Rong Khun temple, and 2) to examine the
relationship between the perception of Wat Rong Khun and the attitudes of foreign tourists towards the site.
The population for this study comprised foreign tourists visiting Wat Rong Khun in Chiang Rai province. A non-
probability sampling method was employed, specifically convenient sampling, and Yamane's formula (1973)
was used to determine a sample size of 400 respondents. Data were collected using a questionnaire, and
descriptive statistics, including frequency distribution, percentage, mean, and standard deviation, were

utilized for data analysis. Hypothesis testing was conducted using Pearson's correlation coefficient.

The findings revealed that: 1) The highest exposure to information about Wat Rong Khun came
from internet sources, particularly YouTube, which highligshted Wat Rong Khun as a key tourist destination in
Thailand, known for its white decorations adorned with glittering mirrors. It was voted as one of the world's
most beautiful and impressive religious sites, ranking third, and was considered a must-visit attraction in
Chiang Rai. The overall perception of Wat Rong Khun by foreign tourists was high (X = 4.04, SD = 0.278).
When examined by specific aspects, accessibility had the highest level (X = 4.19, SD = 0.447), followed by
facilities (X = 4.15, SD = 0.435), attractions (X = 3.98, SD = 0.630), and hospitality (X = 3.86, SD = 0.422).
The attitude towards visiting Wat Rong Khun was also at high level (X = 3.85, SD = 0.167). Tourist behavior
indicated that most international visitors were on their first visit, traveling with family members (4-5 persons),
using public transportation, and incurring expenses of less than 500 THB per person. Hypothesis testing
showed that in an overall, perception of Wat Rong Khun (p-value < .001), attraction (p-value < .001), and
hospitality (p-value < .007) had a very low positive correlation with the attitudes towards Wat Rong Khun

among foreign tourists, with a statistical significance level of 0.01.

Keyword: Media exposure, perception, attitude, travel behavior, tourists, Wat Rong Khun
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