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Abstract

This research, entitled Participatory Cultural-Based Promotion for the Preservation of the
Northern Thai Dialect, aimed to: (1) examine the current context, existing problems, and the need
for preserving the Northern Thai dialect in Thailand; (2) develop a participatory cultural-based model
for preserving the Northern Thai dialect through Buddhist-integrated principles to ensure its
sustainability; and (3) evaluate the effectiveness of the developed model in promoting the
sustainable preservation of the Northern Thai dialect through Buddhist-integrated principles.
Research Methodology: This study employed a mixed-methods research design, integrating both
quantitative and qualitative approaches. Quantitative data were collected using a questionnaire,
whereas qualitative data were obtained through in-depth interviews. The quantitative sample
consisted of 391 residents who use the Northern Thai dialect in Wiang Chai District, Chiang Rai
Province. The sample size was determined using the Taro Yamane formula. In addition, ten key
informants were purposively selected for the qualitative phase of the study. The research
instruments included a questionnaire and a structured interview guide. Quantitative data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
Inferential statistics, namely the independent-samples t-test and one-way analysis of variance (One-
way ANOVA or F-test), were employed to examine differences in dialect preservation and promotion
according to respondents' personal characteristics. Qualitative data were analyzed using descriptive
content analysis through data classification, categorization, and systematic interpretation of
information related to the participatory promotion and preservation of the Northern Thai dialect.

Research Findings The findings revealed that the majority of the respondents were male,
aged 25-35 years, had completed secondary education, were farmers, earned a monthly household
income of 5,000-10,000 Thai Baht, and identified themselves as Buddhists.The in-depth interviews

indicated that the major problems and needs concerning the preservation of the Northern Thai
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dialect were associated with generational differences in language use. Key informants reported that
individuals aged over 30 years used the Northermn Thai dialect more frequently than those under 30
years of age. This decline in dialect use among younger generations was attributed primarily to the
influence of mass media consumption, the formal education system, and occupational changes.
These findings underscore the necessity of developing effective strategies for preserving the Northern
Thai dialect.The overall evaluation of the variables used to develop the participatory cultural-based
preservation model was at a high level (M = 4.34). Considering each dimension individually, cultural
integration with the Northern Thai dialect was rated at a high level (M = 4.08), community
participation in dialect preservation at a high level (M = 4.23), planning for dialect preservation at a
high level (M = 4.48), factors influencing the sustainability of the dialect at a high level (M = 4.47),
and the promotion of the cultural identity of the Northern Thai dialect at a high level (M = 4.42).The
hypothesis testing revealed that respondents with higher educational attainment demonstrated
significantly different patterns of Northern Thai dialect use from those with lower educational
attainment, at the .05 level of statistical significance.

The qualitative findings revealed that the proposed model enhanced public awareness of
the value of the Northern Thai dialect, increased opportunities for children and youth to learn and
use the dialect, and established community leamning spaces through cultural courtyard activities
“Lan Watthanatham”. The model also promoted collaborative planning among Buddhist temples,
educational institutions, local administrative organizations, and community members for dialect
preservation. Consequently, the Northern Thai dialect can be sustainably transmitted alongside the
preservation of the cultural identity and traditions of each ethnic community. The developed model,
synthesized from the qualitative findings, comprises three core components: inputs (components),
processes, and outcomes. It provides a systematic and practical framework for community-based
dialect preservation and represents a new body of knowledge generated from this research.

Keywords: Cultural conservation, Northern Thai dialect, community participation
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