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Mahayana Buddhism: Beliefs and Faith in the Bodhisattva Guanyin
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Abstract

This article aims to study the beliefs and faith in Guan Yin as Avalokiteshvara
Bodhisattva of compassion, a central figure in Mahayana Buddhism. These beliefs are widely
recognized among the Chinese and in various Asian countries, such as China, Japan, and Korea.
They are rooted in teachings emphasizing selflessness, helping others, and performing
meritorious deeds for the benefit of all beings. Rituals associated with these beliefs, such as
chanting, observing precepts, vegetarianism, and venerating Guan Yin, not only reflect the
profound faith of Buddhists but also serve as a spiritual refuge and inspire a meaningful

approach to life.
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The role of these beliefs in promoting virtues such as compassion, love, and unity
within families and communities is significant, especially in fostering inner peace and
protection from harm. Moreover, they highlight the integration of Mahayana Buddhism, local
cultures, and Hindu concepts, which enrich the rituals and beliefs both spiritually and socially.
Consequently, faith in Guan Yin continues to play an essential role in the lives of devotees,

contributing to the cultivation of values in contemporary society.
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