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Abstract

This article aims to 1) analyze the roles and significance of Deaf Teaching Assistants
(DTASs) in higher education systems, 2) study the challenges in developing DTA capacities in
the Thai educational context, and 3) propose approaches for sustainable support systems and
capacity development for DTAs. The scope of the study focuses specifically on education for
deaf students in higher education, particularly at Ratchasuda Institute, Mahidol University,
which specializes in education for the Deaf. This article employs knowledge synthesis through
analysis of relevant documents and research both from Thailand and internationally,
combined with lessons learned from professional experience at Ratchasuda Institute. The
results show that DTAs play vital roles in an integrated education system, including
communication through sign language, bridging gaps between main instructors and deaf
students, providing appropriate teaching arrangements, and inspiring students. However,
several challenges in developing the capacity of DTAs have been identified, including
limitations in language skills, communication, and a shortage of qualified personnel. This article
presents approaches for developing DTA capacities through the DEAF Development model,
which encompasses fundamental skill development, continuing education, adaptation to
change, and future role integration, along with effective teamwork models for supporting DTAs.
These approaches aim to enhance the quality of education for deaf students and create

professional development opportunities for deaf teaching assistants.

Keywords: Deaf Teaching Assistant, Hisher Education, Education for the Deaf,
Thai Sign Language
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