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Research Article

Human Rights Protection for Return and
Reintegration of Thai Migrant Workers from Malaysia

during the Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19)

Kittipan Ekareesakul’
Abstract

The purposes of the article are to study situations faced by
Thai migrant workers from Malaysia after returning to Thailand during
the coronavirus pandemic and to study the roles of various related
organizations in human rights protection for their return and
reintegration. The study employed a qualitative research method by
using in-depth interviews, observation, and document review.

The results of the research demonstrated that the related
organizations can play some roles in human rights protection for the
return and reintegration of Thai migrant workers from Malaysia due
to the conditions of the coronavirus pandemic and economic
recession in general. The effected Thai migrant workers faced
unemployment, depression, and domestic violence. In addition, the

failure comes from the problems of undocumented Thai migrant
workers and the enforcement of special laws for internal security
control in some migrant workers' hometowns. The research findings
can provide some suggestions to meet effective human rights

protection for Thai migrant workers' return and reintegration.

! Lecturer, Department of Public Administration, Faculty of Management Sciences,

Prince of Songkla University, E-mail: kittipan.e@psu.ac.th
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The Thai government must formulate an emergency plan for Thai
migrant workers, with the Ministry of Labor serving as the host and
collaborating with other government agencies, private companies,
and civil society organizations. The plan must also be written
following international guidelines for the human rights of migrant
workers and taking into consideration the socio-political context of
the Thai southern border provinces that have situations of violence
and special laws. In addition, the data of Thai migrant workers must
be updated in conjunction with the campaign to give these migrant
workers legal status under the bilateral memorandum of

understanding.

Keywords: Thai Migrant Workers, Return and Reintegration, Coronavirus,

Human Rights
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VOWTHULILYIF A.A. 2007 ¥TUHa Ty UWazdunufendeuinnig
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MAazadnluaseund aA. 1990 (ICRMW) a5l 2 Tiddidnaanm
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fufiunsindns wiedldgadndiunisings wieldfimsdudunisinig
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Frufvenidulseiandns q Faldun wssrnufidduriitnefoauas
Usginatuiivhamazidumedumsuneuduieinsusesifu (Frontier
Workers) W5941UA11YI95282LIA1UT009N 14 (Seasonal Workers)
LLiN’mmmLﬁ@ﬂ‘ué’iyjﬁyjﬂmami (Project-tied Workers) TR AN AR
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launnawaznainvale laenanvednsuysesulannigasfe
wihfiingavslususing q vestanyanaiiegnisldveuunsiung
93551y  Faussumarildgnuuseenduuszandng q uagluunands
LmeLwiamj'izmwma%ﬁmsmﬁaué’haﬂisLmﬂﬂmwmwﬁwﬁuagj
fuanunsaifiasuuvasiy Adnilangivssninidoiuussay
$5una wardewnavu Teanldlanuunndsfusgimanvans 1wy
Aenenidiilasuuuiangvuig (llegal Migrants) §anasutdiilos

(Illegals) fLtniilasuuuiasziley (Imegular Migrants) gldiilasuuuls
LOn@159Y19 (Undocumented Migrants) “1a+ 3edaanudulylsvos

wnivzdentflvdladmdamuamumnelagamsuls

N9l T INILNIaNUTEEIUI8 (The United Nations Population
Division) lalviaaumane “Hidniiloawuuinseideu (Imegular Migrants)
wseidudieauuuliienaiseusyin (Undocumented Migrants)” 31 A8
yanagdufunadiszmalaussmanisifnozuaiamausinlag
Usimanmsiielenansvielusyginaungvsne viegiiiitinedeiiu
munszeznafildsuougamunguanglulssmedu 9 (Simon et al,
2015)

uananil AfTINgfdmTianziivainrasluefsudwsing
awew (Migration Glossary) tngadnisseninsUseimeiiienislondnedu

§7U (International Organization for Migration) lalkA n1senenwid e
wuuliuansdinu (Clandestine Migration) N3t ileshuuiinngvune
(Illegal Entry) iiiilosuuurnseileu (Iregular Migrants) Hliniilaauuu

15lenanseuq1n (Undocumented Migrants) wazn1senenididosiuy

HAszLd8U (Iregular Migration)

- 53



Msasanudandazdufrne
U7 2 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuA 2566

dmiullonuvesdrdn “giiuilasiuuiiasziieu (An Iregular
Migrant)” 94An1T3zninaUseineiianislendrefiugiu International
Organization for Migration (IOM) l@l#s18agidunmnumsneveIAItie sl
#1541 Huyaeadermaniunimmmanguunslunsidumaiiulssne
Uanemavideuszmedunssuilosnannslildsuoyanalifiunatn
Useine msldufiiaudeulalunmsfuniudiusena vienisuun
syozavesenaseylAnUsEiunuuvtidoiuniavieisn (0M,
2004)

Tngaguienanladn dsingmsaimsenenddisawuuliienans
ayq1m (Undocumented Migrations) §ausinglviviiuegiduiianiiu

1 o [ (3

An135e Gelufimdnianismiuuinsgiunasifufivensulaeialy

=

dnfudidiiioauvuliionatrseunyin (Undocumented Migrants) n13

Senvufenenduonin “da@nasuidndeos (llegals)” unisuuas
dndasaudunywdfifuudsuiauasansuysesy nslididon
fonsndfosfifogununewdriindugitunguuslasuesii
Usgaunsallugugfimnivnfuusany Wuimdaasgue udn 0y
AuLALarALYT wazidunseuaia Fsluinefigauddsing o fignldisen
fonsanneunmardnarsauiuiyuslasuesiuaniduiiugures

dengnidnidiadluvangiunivedlan uaganslumsidinegvaminian

RYIUBATHUIAALNYINUNITAUNIINAUUTLNANINNT AL

149
n1sAugdeny

mMadumsnduusmadudidvouaanumnediniis awnse
ilulsldsuanunisalsing q fivarnuaneld uilufidfieusjimned
NATURNIZANIUNTANTRUNINFUVBUTNWTINYIAIINY T8INA
Uarenieguszinadunie lngnasaifueaniszy1yid (The United
Nations Statistical Division) lal#tienun1SAUNINEUUITNATEIEINIY
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UIUYF AD “Uﬂﬁaﬁ%qLﬁumaﬂﬁuﬂszmmﬁmmﬂuwaL:ﬁaq (Country of
Citizenship) viaqmﬂwimawawmsﬂﬂaamwiumemﬁuawnmma
(laidasfuszesinandu q weszeze1) uay HudReilienundiazsindn
mﬂ&JaqluﬂsummmmmmL‘UusuEJUL'JamquLUuasmuasJ ” (UNSD,
1998) Ineflenuiaadiuldhiimsssyssmatuiavesyaradandie
Audeyun® (Nationality) wanildeldudainaasldarin “Ussinadiuiin
(The Country of Birth)” wnniniiofunaeilunisusvenisnsfiums
nduvesenenineiu iesanluunadienaiiyanadalfuasdyrdly
UszimaUanemalaanemaunianaunle (OECD, 2008)

uaﬂmmi The 2018 ILO Guidelines on Migration Statistics
Na1391 “MsiAumanauvasssudmignivideudn vssagvinn
o1delutiigiiuvestssmanils q fdeunhilnefuussnudwmniludn
UszinanilFolunane 9 Uszimaunneu lngyanatiagldiunisiansan
Tuguzussnuiundfdunandulsemagitasssognalunisdu
wsaulusnsUsemaiiosiandu 9 1Wu 6 Wwou Wusgreties” (LO,
2018)

TudIUvYDIFNYULUID5TINVIRVDINITLAUNNNAUVDILTIU
PuvRanansoutsesntailu 2 dnvauzseiu laun madunendulay
admsla (Voluntary Return) Fudumsdnduladunianduuszimatiu
m@‘uuwu%mmja‘umaﬂg]‘wmslsuawﬂﬂaimﬂﬂawmamaaas“Lai
(ECRE, 2003; ILO, 2019) wagn1stAun1anaukuugnUeAy (Forced
Return) Guifunsiiiumendulssmatuiinvesyanalayananiilag
UsmmnmiﬂLaamm%%mmaﬁﬂﬂ%amﬂﬂaﬁ?u WANIAINANIIZNT
yaan1sfindulacunislddruianisnisusnsnielunienguane (LO,
2019; IOM, 2019)

ﬁm%’uﬁmmﬁLﬁ'mf‘ﬁ’umiﬁuajé’mm (Reintegration) ¥843997U
Frugdfdliifuiifiuiostulagialu The Return Migration and
Development Platform (RDP) of the European University Institute 19
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T#iommsaugden fe “nszurunsiifenenldifunenduiuganin
AaA TAUEIIU LATEENY azn1siiledvaslsemaRuni” (Cassarino,
2014) Tuwauzdi The UNHCR’s 2004 Handbook for Repatriation and
Reintegration Activities lal#ilg1un15AUgEIALY0IRTINUTINYIATD
“gavaneUaeniswesan mnsAugdinufoan mitisUssauludnims
n1sulos wailles LAswgna dlAuuaz Tmusssu” (UNHCR, 2004)
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nsAUNIINduUszmaAT UAATUANIUN TAINITLNTSZUIATY
1A30-19 s‘z’iuﬂuﬂﬁ@umwﬂﬁwaqLLiqawu%’wu%wﬁﬁﬁmagiuﬂizLmn
Forced Return #3an13taduliyanadifedyuiAdusouiuniendy
Ussinediumsduilesnananumsaifliung enit anmeasesa annie
FefiUR (Le Coz & Newland, 2021) viei] 1iosarnaniunisainisuns
szunmatlain-19 IAntulunaneyssmavialan vilisguravesssme
A ¢ HuleuneTRUlRUTINILTINUABIAUN NS UUTZIWARUNY

wilnednvaudusemanidudunmeussnuldlfinseuaing
wFounarlininud A lun1snaunusesfunsiumendureussnuisl
$rumnaeldaniunsaidiliung viliussnududnnegluanioy
forndrunlunisiiumandudsene (Le Coz & Newland, 2021) wavd
$rurumniianddludszimaatemsuazegluanmilailasuaiiy
Fremde (Stranded Migrants) Tunaizifenfunssuiiiunianduunia
ARANUILAITINDUNTYTUANINYBINITIN9U (Unemployment) N5
aﬂmm'l (Stigmatized) n19tU1ldfan15luTnIswaTAIIUYIBLNED

Y
17
(%

Guuwuﬁ'm swidsanislafiviouinagduns (Le Coz & Newland, 2021)

agelsinny nsiiunndulszmadiuinuaznishugdny
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WlD5095ULIHMTLANINEUIN (Quarantine Centers) LLG]ﬂE]QSLuﬁﬂ’]‘W‘V]
Lildunsgruuariisausidaiiintuluussnanidsn giuan way
douang Sluninfuuiswistlilddamenmsuazdhaulfudussud
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2021)
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atuayuaiunalunsnaugiauliLsau mslvaudenanided
Weldluniseusnendnudenissznouianis wazmsiiiGuvaie
UdLinTaUAd TR U As TR nanunsaladaluialspine
druludsudsguralinsatduayunisiineusuendnvsedamaulvniy
finvzuazUszaunisaiveaussuuuiugudeyailddisaseninms
finfulsa (Le Coz & Newland, 2021)

uenani lumangdsemadedosdnsiannensuldidunidou
Promdenssnuiiiunienduussimatiuin laslanizn1sinass
sulszanuesnadnsiilegslinnutismdsuuugniduniussnuiidneg
Tunguinzuissonisiiunisdmiuazuandiogadsdn visesdnsdinng
Usvauausuileduusenenyulunisdnmau viedaatunisada
HUsznaun1sTelvaivie Start-ups (Le Coz & Newland, 2021)
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A51815521319U5emA (International Instruments) N894

3
a

fuanSayweyuvafanended

1% v
a

Tngvhlugenewineduiansduiugulunisiozfiunisesnain
UszinalaUsemanilauaziansigfunanduussinaveanuies légn
ﬁtgzﬁmﬁuﬂﬁiyzg'}mﬂad'w’haaw%wwm}u%uﬁugmmmﬂﬁ 13 (the
Universal Declaration) wazlusnnsdl 12 vesnfinszninassmaingae
Avsnaloauwaz@nsnienisiiles (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights) 38 ICCPR wsilum1sujianainistidansnisiunisean
nUszinalavszimanidaladldfinasentsdanslunsiduniadign
Ussineamildlalneiud wilnendnsrunaesulnevesigud anslunisiu
madrdsenel o Wuendndveudarfslunisazinnsandnduiie
sugwlviyaaale o dumathdsemanelitouluing o Ausay3gles
nsimuald

Lwiﬁqmzﬁ?u;liﬁLﬁihLﬁauwuﬁmmﬁauﬁaﬂm (Irregular Migrants)
wirazdinasdfungszifovlunisiunadiuszinala 9 Alala
mneALIareguenmiosiunamiiilunisduasesuazuniosuos
UszimaiiduiZudandadulumadissylilutennasveansriansans
UYBEUUTENINNUTENA (the International Bill of Human Rights)

[ 1

AU YN IENINUTENATIRIINITAUATIIENT VDTG

q v v

Pifuazaninluasaundl A.A. 1990 #3e ICRMW
aqé’m@mﬁ’uﬁﬂuauﬁmwﬁLﬁugﬂﬁmméﬁzgimLawwia
AnSuyworUIeIUTIALTIIUTINTENNUTELAY TR sdl 7 ves
ICRMW Tsinns¥usesanBuyuevutuiug iy ldufoadeusanudy
dlmglddrdstamnuunnsngla 9 ldinavdu ans hn Auiinisvievu
et way ICRMW ferdumsiansiidivuanuinislunisufiade
wssudafinseunqunnifvansfiunsevulevisuazngsieu
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(Undocumented Migrant Workers, Interview, June 13, 2022)
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Buddhist Network for Peace, Interview, June 13, 2022)
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(Representative of SBPAC, Interview, June 18, 2022)
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