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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the United States’ response to
the 9/11 attacks through the framework of critical nonviolence,
with a focus on structural violence, political discourse, and identity
politics. This study employs qualitative methodology and draws on
discourse analysis, policy document analysis, political rhetoric, and
official statements by the US. government leaders in the
aftermath of 9/11. The findings include: 1) The state’s response
under the banner of the “War on Terror” reproduced structural
violence, particularly through legislation that eroded civil liberties;
2) Fear was strategically constructed as a political instrument to
expand and entrench state power, so Muslim identity was framed
as inherently threatening, with religion, culture, and perceived risk
combined to produce Muslims as “permanent suspects,”
regardless of actual behavior; and 3) Nonviolent alternatives were

conspicuously absent from official policy and systematically
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excluded from public discourse, despite the fact that the post-9/11
period was a moment that called for a plurality of approaches
beyond the use of force. The article concludes that the state’s
post-9/11 response constituted more than a security strategy; it
represented the erasure of peace as a conceivable option within
state logic and public imagination. Nonviolence, therefore, is not
merely a moral alternative but a direct challenge to the structural
power that renders violence the only thinkable response in a

world governed by fear.

Keywords: 9/11 Attack, Fear, Structural Violence, Critical

Nonviolence, Political Identity
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