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Research Article

Expression of Identity of Tadika Students:
Perspectives of New Generation Community Leaders,
Government Officials, and Religious Leaders

in Pattani Province

Firhana Hawaekachi’ Nuttanan Thongnon?

Abstract

This study aims to 1) examine the attitudes of the new
generation, community leaders, government officials, and religious
leaders in Pattani province on the expression of identity by Tadika
school students; 2) explore Tadika students’ perspectives on their own
identity expression; and 3) provide recommendations for identity
expression that foster understanding and coexistence in the region. A
qualitative research methodology was employed. Environment,
context, and activities of the Tadika students were observed. Interviews
and in-depth/semi-structured interviews were conducted on key
informants. The participants and key informants were selected based
on relevant experiences, or direct involvement in pertinent events. The

key informants included a total of 20 individuals from four groups (five
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each): 1) the new generation, 2) community leaders, 3) government
officials, and 4) religious leaders. Other 2 Tadika school students were
also selected as informants. The study also incorporated a review and
synthesis of relevant research literature to analyze and form
conclusions, leading to a set of recommendations.

The research findings indicate that the key informants generally
view identity expression of Tadika students as both appropriate and
positive, with an emphasis on the importance of communicating this
identity to the wider public. Key aspects of identity expression
identified for Tadika students include the Malay language, traditional
Malay attire, and cultural practices passed down through generations,
such as customary greeting and adherence to Islamic teachings. Identity
expression is influenced by factors such as environment, family, and
religious knowledge. These factors serve as both a reflection of pride,
and a catalyst for expressing one’s identity. Tadika students feel a
sense of pride in their ability to express their identity, which is seen as a
valuable contribution to multiculturalism and coexistence in a diverse
society. The study recommends that government agencies should
foster understanding of the Malay identity and Tadika students’ sense
of self-expression, as well as encourage a perspective that recognizes
identity expression as cultural norm without security implications.
Furthermore, it is suggested that government agencies should support
identity-related activities and refrain from obstructing or restricting such

expressions.

Keywords: Tadika’s Identity, New Generation, Community Leaders,

Government Officials, Religious Leaders
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