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Special Article

The 2025 Thai-Cambodian Conflict Viewed Through
Glasl’s Nine-Stage Conflict Escalation Model

Murray Hunter

(Received: August 25, 2025; Revised: November 20, 2025; Accepted: December 19, 2025)

Abstract

This study examines the 2025 Thai-Cambodian border
conflict through the lens of Friedrich Glasl’s Nine-Stage Conflict
Escalation Model, analyzing its progression from simmering tensions
to intense military engagement. Triggered by disputes over the Ta
Muan Thom temple and escalating into widespread clashes along
the Thai-Cambodian border from July 24 to July 28, 2025, the
conflict resulted in over 30 deaths and significant civilian
displacement. By mapping the conflict’s timeline onto Glasl’s
model, this paper identifies its evolution through rational,
emotional, and fighting phases, culminating in a fragile ASEAN-
brokered ceasefire on August 7, 2025. The analysis highlights the
model’s utility in dissecting the dynamics of interstate military
conflicts, while also revealing its limitations in capturing historical,
geopolitical, and socio-economic factors unique to nation-to-nation

disputes. The findings underscore the need for nuanced conflict
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resolution strategies that address underlying territorial and political

grievances to prevent future escalations.

Keywords: Glasl’s Model of Conflict Escalation, Thai-Cambodian
Conflict, Geopolitics
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Introduction

After several months of tensions, fishting erupted along the
Thai-Cambodian border on July 24, 2025, lasting four days and causing
over 30 deaths. The resulting military conflict was triggered by several
incidents at Ta Muan Thom temple, which very quickly ignited battles
along the Dangrek Mountains within an area called the Emerald
Triangle that day. Within two days, fighting had also erupted in the
southern tip of the Thai-Cambodian border, where Cambodian troops
spilled over into Thai territory in Trat Province. A ceasefire was agreed
to by the Cambodian prime minister and acting Thai prime minister in
Kuala Lumpur beginning at 2400 hours on July 28, with a 13-point
ceasefire agreed to on August 7, 2025.

This latest conflict was much more intense than the fighting
around Preah Vihear temple area in 2011. In the first few hours of
July 24, Cambodian forces fired both artillery and old Soviet-era
BM-21 rockets into Thailand, hitting residential areas and a 7-Eleven
at a petrol station at Kantharalak District in Sisaket Province. From a
base in Khao Laem Hill Cambodia, artillery hit homes 6 km north of
the Chong Chom border town in Thailand later that day.

Cambodian troops attempted to enter into Thai territory on a
number of occasions, over the four days. The Thai military responded
with artillery fire, and at 11 a.m. dispatched a sortie of 6 F-16s jet
fighters from Ubon Ratchatthani air force base to attack Cambodian
military bases and other troop positions. On July 26, Cambodian troops
entered Thai territory along the Trat province border area near Ban
Chamrak in Muang District, not too far away from the Thai Ko Chang

tourist areas. This forced Thai naval forces to respond.
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The Thai army had amassed convoys of Thai armored
personnel carriers and tanks along the Thai-Cambodian border,
poised to enter Cambodia, if necessary. Around 140,000 Thai civilians
were evacuated to schools, temples, and halls in case more
Cambodian rockets were fired into Thai territory. Many Cambodian
nationals returned home, as fear grew about Thai resentment of
Cambodia (Ratcliffe & Siradapuvadol, 2025).

Major fighting subsided only when the Malaysian government
as the chair of ASEAN hosted a ceasefire agreement brokered by the
United States and China. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet and
Acting Thai Prime Minister Pheumtham Wechayachai agreed to the
ceasefire which commenced at 2400 hours on July 28, 2025.

Tensions have remained tense along the border since,
where several alleged breaches of the truce have occurred. The
Cambodian defence minister Tea Seila and Thailand’s acting
defence minister Nattaphon Narkphanit arrived at a 13-point
ceasefire agreement. This allowed border observers led by ASEAN
member countries deploy along the border on August 7. The
ceasefire remained fragile with issues such as the release of
prisoners and Thai anger over soldiers injured from landmines laid
by the Cambodia military in disputed border areas, which continue
to keep pressure on the situation.

This rest of this paper will review the stages of the conflict
through the structure of Friedrich Plasl’s Nine-Step Model of
Conflict Escalation and discuss the merits of the model in analyzing

military conflicts.
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Friedrich Glasl’s Nine-Stage Model of Conflict Escalation

Conflict models have been developed for the purpose of
analyzing and determining conflict management strategies for labour
and organization disputes. Most have been designed by the
organization development practitioners in the second half of the
20™ Century.

During the 1970s, Kenneth W. Thomas and Ralph H. Kilmann
modified Robert Blake and Jane Mouton’s Managerial Grid Model
(Blake & Mouton 1964) to create the Thomas-Kilmann Conflict
Modal (Thomas & Kilmann 1978), which used a g¢rid to determine
strategic responses to conflict.

Based on his experiences as both an academic and
practitioner, Friedrich Glasl developed a more comprehensive
conflict escalation model in the late 1970s, where practitioners
could develop a greater understanding of the situational processes
of organizational conflict escalation.

Glasl’s model was grounded upon the idea that conflicts
develop through different stages and can escalate or decline. Glasl
believed that conflict could be resolved by taking positive actions.
Glasl saw three major phases of a conflict.

First there is the rational phase, a potential win-win situation
where the conflict is still under control, and the parties are capable
of solving the conflict between themselves. If disagreements cannot
be resolved, then the conflict can move into an emotional phase
where one party may win and the other lose.

In the emotional phase, the conflict becomes more
personal and intense. Instead of looking for solutions, both parties

try and win over the other party. They begin to see each other in a

_5.-
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negative light, and seek support from external bodies to support
their respective positions. Threats are often made which can lead to
the fighting phase where a lose-lose situation may arise.

The fighting phase becomes so intense that both parties
suffer harm. The conflict is no longer about winning, but making the
other lose, even if it means harming themselves. Thus, actions taken
by the parties are aimed at inflicting harm. This stage will require an
external person/body to intervene and mediate.

As such, the nine-stage conflict escalation model became a
diagnostic tool to assist in the development of interventionalist
strategies at the various stages of a conflict through identifying what
interventions would be required to dampen escalation of a conflict
that may develop a momentum of its own.

Although, Glasl’s Conflict Model has extensively been used
in organizational conflict resolution, particularly in Europe, knowledge
about the use and application of the model for analyzing military
conflicts is scarce. Consequently, the model has received limited
attention for application in military conflicts.

Glasl’s model is being discovered as a tool for nation-to-
nation conflicts. A recent article by Samirul Ariff Othman utilized
Glasl’s Conflict Escalation to contrast the Thai-Cambodian conflict
with other conflicts (Othman, 2025).

Timeline of Thai-Cambodia Conflict Superimposed onto Glasl’s
Conflict Model
Below is a timeline of the Thai-Cambodian conflict superimposed

upon Glasl’s Nine-Stage Model of Conflict Escalation.
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The timeline is mapped out through the three levels. Each
stage reflects increasing intensity of the conflict. These include the
rational “Win-Win” phase, through stages 1-3, the emotional phase
“Win-Lose”, through stages 4-6, and the fighting phase “Lose-Lose”
through stages 7-9. In this Thai-Cambodian border conflict, however,
it is important to note that some of the stages may overlap due to
the quick escalation of the conflict.

The border conflict data has been taken from numerous
media and social media reports during the conflict. As such, the
impartiality of all reports is unknown. However, this should be

balanced out by using multiple media reports from different sources.

Level One: The Rational Phase

Level One, the rational phase consists of three stages where
conflicts involve rational discourse, with parties still open for
collaboration and mutual gains. These can lead to “win-win”
situations through negotiation and mutual agreements.

Stage 1: Hardening Tensions and Crystalized Standpoints

In stage one, the disagreements between the two parties
become clear, increasing the tension of the conflict. Both parties
are not sure whether to cooperate with each other and find a
solution or ‘dig in’ their positions.

In early 2025 tensions began simmering over historical territorial
disputes, particularly around Ta Muan Thom temple. This dispute is
rooted in the International Court of Justice (ICJ)’s decision in 1962
awarding Preah Vihear to Cambodia. Both countries fixed positions and
Thailand still disputes ICJ jurisdiction, where Cambodia claims an area

around the temple. This dispute became clouded in nationalist

- 7-
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sentiments expressed by “public” groups on both sides, which drastically
increased tensions. However, no direct confrontations occurred.

Thai soldiers prevented Cambodian groups assembling and
singing their national anthem at Ta Muen Thom temple on February
13, heightening friction on both sides. Much of the interchange at
that time was both diplomatic and military to military discussions.

Stage 2: Debates and Polemics Leading to Emotional

Tensions and Polarization

In this stage both parties move to strengthen their positions.
The conflict begins to worsen as opposition between the parties
increases. Both parties believe they are right and hold the moral
high ground. This continues to increase tensions.

Between March-April 2025, Cambodia increases military
posturing, with reports of troop movements and fortifications
around Chong Bok and Phnom Prasat Thisou. Thailand responded
by building a new road near Prasat Ta Muen Thom to improve
access. There was escalating rhetoric about defending sovereignty,
which public and social media narratives amplified. Cambodia’s
development around Preah Vihear was framed as national
development, where the Thais framed this as provocation. Both
sides declared their moral credibility.

During April 2025 the contents of a phone call between
Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen and Thai Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra was leaked to the public. The call was
perceived in Thailand as undermining the actions of the Thai
military. The issue was brought to the Constitutional Court by a

group of Senators, leading Paetongtarn to step down as prime
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minister, subject to a Constitutional Court investigation. Domestic
protests against Paetongtarn erupted in Bangkok, calling her a traitor.

Stage 3: Words turn into Actions

In this stage there is a move from verbal communication
towards non-verbal provocations and messaging. Any discussions go
nowhere and the other party mis-interprets or misunderstands the
other party’s intentions, thus raising tensions.

On May 28, a skirmish at Ta Muen Thom temple resulted in
the death of a Cambodian soldier. Both sides blamed each other,
with Cambodia seeking an ICJ ruling. The Thai military reinforced its
border positions at the temple. Diplomatic discussions on May 29
and June 5 failed to de-escalate the situation.

During June 2025, Cambodia banned imports of Thai fruits
and vegetables, and the Thai authorities cut power and internet
services to cross-border areas of Poi Pet. The Cambodians closed

their borders, only spasmodically reopening them.

Level Two: The Emotional Phase

Level two, the emotional phase incorporates stages 4-6
where conflicts become a zero-sum game, with one side gaining
while the other side loses. These are win-lose situations. Solutions
most often require external mediation for resolution.

Stage 4: Building Coalitions of Sympathizers and Loss of

Neutrality

This stage moves from any ‘win-win’ possibilities towards
potential ‘win-lose’ outcomes. Both sides request help and
recognition of their positions from third parties. Thinking now

becomes ‘tribal’, perceiving each other as ‘us and them’.

-9-
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During June and July both nations appealed to their citizens
for nationalistic support. In addition, both sides sought support from
international institutions to endorse their positions and condemn
the other party. Cambodia’s Hun Sen accused the Thai military
leaders of ‘greed and ambition” while rallying local nationalist NGOs.
Pro-military forces in Thailand protested against Paetongtarn
Shinawatra’s leadership, demanding a hardline stance towards
Cambodia. Thailand accused Cambodia of breaking the United
Nations charter in efforts to gain international legitimacy of their
position. The social media war stepped up with both sides accusing
the other of being the aggressor.

On June 26, 2025, the Thai Constitutional court suspended
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, over her leaked phone call
with Hun Sen. Cambodia continued to send weapons, including
Soviet BM-21 rockets to the border. Potential military conflict is
framed as a moral struggle.

Stage 5: Loss of Face, Denigration and Public Attacks

During this stage the parties openly ‘attack’ each other and
question the other party’s integrity and sincerity. Emotions begin to
rule over rational thinking, which increases the risk of the conflict
taking a on a momentum of its own.

There were two landmine incidents that injured Thai soldiers
between July 16-23, 2025. Thailand accused Cambodia of laying
new PMN-2 landmines on disputed border land in previously
cleared areas. Cambodian attributed the blasts to old mines. Public
accusations escalated and became the prime media issues in both

countries. Thailand began labelling Cambodia as the provocateur

- 10 -
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seeking aggression against Thailand. Cambodia accused Thailand of
firing first.

Cambodia launched surveillance drones and Thailand
moved F-16 fighter jets to Ubon Ratchatthani Airforce Base, ready
for immediate use.

Stage 6: Threat Strategies, Ultimatums and Power Displays

In this stage, threats play the major role. Demands are made
with promises of punitive measures attached.

Armed conflict began on the morning of July 24 with
Cambodia firing Soviet era BM-21 rockets into Sisaket province hitting
a gas station in Kantharalak town. Thailand responded with a sortie
of F-16s conducting airstrikes on Cambodian positions.

Thailand’s Acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
warned Cambodia that further action by Cambodia would lead to
further Thai military response. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet
insisted Cambodia would respond to any Thai military action.

Cambodia had dug trenches up to 300 metres into Thai
claimed territory. These positions were supported by heavy artillery.
The conflict was poised to enter a ‘lose-lose’ scenario between the

two parties to the conflict.

Level Three: Annihilation
Level three, the fighting phase involved conflicts producing
mutual harm and losses. Attacks on one party would lead to

retaliation by the other. A lose-lose situation exists.

-11 -
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Stage 7: Limited Destructive Blows

This stage turns to violence where both parties see a need
to attack the other and create real damage to the other party. Any
damage to the other party is seen as a victory.

Between July 24-27 fighting became direct and intense,
resulting in at least 40 deaths on the Thai side. The Cambodian side
have not released any official figures, but it is believed to be higher.
On the Thai side around 140,000 civilians were evacuated at least
50 km from the border. The land on the Cambodian side is sparsely
populated, and evacuation figures are unknown. Rockets and
artillery fired from Cambodia into Thailand caused much damage,
including killing a civilian and damasging a hospital in Surin province.
This caused fear among Thai civilians, especially with the
uncontrolled rockets landing deep into Thai territory. F-16 and JAS
39 Gripen jet fighters attacked Cambodian military bases and troop
concentrations appeared to be very effective. The Thais allege they
captured a number of Cambodian spies on Thai territory directing
artillery and rocket firing, and reporting Thai troop movements.

Stage 8: Fragments of Annihilation and Targeting Core Systems

This stage sees the conflict as a matter of ‘all or nothing’
where further escalation becomes possible. One of the parties may
lose self-control.

The conflict escalated on July 27 with Cambodian troops
crossing over into Trat province, not far from tourist areas, leading
to sporadic battles. The Thai military moved tanks and armored
personnel carriers close to the border in reserve, and moved troops
from other parts of the country into backward positions. The Thai

military had to push back Cambodian troops back across the border.

-12 -
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In the last hours of the conflict, the Thai air force focused on
destroying “scamming centres” in Cambodia, and attempted to
regain strategic positions along the Dangrek Ridge.

Cambodia threatened to deploy their PHL-03 rockets with a
130 km range to target military bases and towns. However, this
did not occur, as Saab Gripen fighter jets and a rapid mobile ground
force were prepared to enter Cambodia, if necessary.

Stage 9: Mutual Annihilation

In this stage the parties have no option left but to go all out
to destroy the other, even if it leads to their own losses.

This stage was not reached as there was a quickly organized
ceasefire meeting arranged as the situation on the ground looked
like becoming totally out of control. The Cambodians did not launch
their longer-range rockets, and the Thai forces were well restrained
in their responses. It must be noted that the ceasefire was arranged
by external parties, the United States, China, with Malaysia, the
ASEAN chair as host. One could speculate that the major factor
forcing both parties to ceasefire talks was the US president Trump’s
remarks on using the August 1 tariff deadline as leverage if they
did not. Both Thailand and Cambodia didn’t want to be stuck with
a 36 percent tariff.

Both sides knowing that escalation was getting outside of their
control welcomed the intervention of an external party. The ceasefire
had been fragile, until a more comprehensive 13-point ceasefire
agreement was negotiated in Kuala Lumpur between August 4-7.

One must distinguish between any ceasefire and a long-term
peace agreement. A ceasefire agreement doesn’t solve any of the

root and underlying causes of the conflict. It only puts a ‘band aid’

- 13-
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over the wound. A long-term peace agreement would come to
some mutual agreement concerning the root causes of the conflict
and map out a pathway for a lasting peace.

The Thai military claim freshly laid landmines in Thai territory
have wounds and maimed a soldier on July 12 at Chong Chub Ta Mok
area, while the Cambodians deny any mines were ever laid within
Thai territory. Once again, the dispute goes back to Stage 4, where the
Thai authorities are lodging formal complaints to the Secretary-general
of the Ottawa Convention and Secretary-general of the United Nations
and preparing countermeasures against the Cambodians.

There are still reports of local civilians in the Preah Vihear
border area re-evacuating out of fears that further fighting may break
out. Hundreds of thousands of Cambodian guest workers in Thailand
are returning home after being summoned back by the Government.
This appears to be an attempt of economic sabotage by Cambodia,
as Cambodian workers have been vital in the farming, manufacturing,

and construction industries.

The weaknesses of the Glasl Conflict Escalation Model

Such models used by outsiders to any conflict may miss
data and not pick up underlying factors that may create some
meaning about long simmering micro-escalations. This is a weakness
of Glasl’s model, when long-term historical factors exist that draw
both parties to the same geographic area with a different narrative.
Below is a list of factors the Glasl model does not take into account

in nation-to-nation conflict escalation.

- 14 -
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1. Root Underlying and Causal Factors

The historical issues are often mentioned as an underlying
causal factor. Along the border there is definitely an inherent source
of conflict between the cultural heritage issues and a conflicting
natural border, as witnessed by the cliff faces along the Dangrek
mountains. Past maps defining the border have been ambiguous in
defining border demarcations. Artifacts from the ancient Khmer
civilization lie atop the cliffs, indicating the former extent of the
Khmer Empire within what is now Cambodian territory. This is
supported by old colonial maps that have created ambiguity.

This factor has hindered the opportunity for countries to
jointly developing tourism along the border, as existed at Preah
Vihear before the previous Thai-Cambodian conflict between 2008-
2011. There is little doubt that joint access to Ta Muen Thom temple
will also cease after this latest conflict.

On the border demarcation issue, both Thailand and
Cambodia have their own firm beliefs as to where the border
demarcations should actually be. This area of difference is likely to
cause continuous friction on the ground between Thai and
Cambodian military (Khaosod English, 2025) for a long time to come,
even after the ceasefire is firmly in place.

One cannot discount the f‘international family feud’
between the Shinawatra and Hun Sen, which became known to the
public at large after Hun Sen leaked a telephone conversation
between himself and Paetongtarn Shinawatra. As Thai political
commentator Ken Lohatepanont said, no one knows about any of
the underlying issues that led to the collapse of the relationship,

and what it meant in terms of the conflict (Lohatepanont, 2025).

- 15 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

There has been a concerted effort by Thai military
authorities to cripple scam operations and money laundering
activities on the Cambodian side of the border. These activities have
been centered around Poi Pet border, where Thai authorities cut
hidden underground electricity and communications cables with
Thailand. There is some conjecture about who actually owns these
illegal operations. Some reports say members of the Thai political
establishment, while others say the Cambodian establishment. One
news report links the scamming facilities in Poi Pet with Kok An, a
Cambodian senator, reportedly close to Hun Sen, wanted by the
Thai police (Thai PBS, 2025).

The Thai military may have used the opportunity to eliminate
“scam enterprises” along the border region, which may have
influenced Cambodian responses.

Perhaps the most fitting explanation of the underlying causes
of the conflict was best described by CAN’s Nirmal Ghosh who wrote
“any definitive explanation without real evidence is suspect; the
origins of the conflict remain opaque and likely only really known to
a relatively small circle of power elites in both capitals” (Ghosh 2025).

2. Geographic Factors

The Thai-Cambodia border stretches 817 kilometres from
the Emerald Triangle to the coast at Trat. The border is il-defined
along many locations, where pockets of Khmer heritage stand inside,
what could be called a ‘natural border’. Most of the border is
covered with dense forest, and a long ridge along the sandstone
Dangrek mountains, which defines the edge of the Isaan Plateau.
The border runs south through forested mountains along

Chanthaburi province and Trat province to the sea. Much of this
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border is un-marked and subject to poor demarcation based upon
old colonial maps.

Thailand has a massive natural military advantage along the
Dangrek Ridge, where the drop is as much as 500 feet in some places,
naturally protecting Thailand from Cambodian attack with ground
forces. It’s only in some places like Poi Pet, Ta Muen Thom, Chong
Chom, and Preah Vihear, where there are roads down to the
Cambodian plain. The 10" Century Ta Muen Thom temple was jointly
patrolled by Thai and Cambodian military right up to July 24.

To the south along Chanthaburi and Trat Provinces lie the
Cardamoms Ranges which are fully demarcated with the Ban Laem, Pong
Nam Ron, Ban Pakkad, Had Lek and Ban Sattari border checkpoints.

3. Relative Military Strength

A major factor in any conflict is the relative military strength
of each party. This can be a major factor in any escalation of conflict.
In the case of Thailand and Cambodia, Thailand clearly has a military
advantage over Cambodia. According to Global Firepower, Thailand
was ranked 25th and Cambodia 95th out of 145 countries. Thailand
would most likely overpower Cambodia in an all-out war due to
larger and relatively more modern forces. Cambodia’s military
equipment is relatively outdated.

This factor did not play a major role in the recent conflict,
except where outdated Cambodian BM-21 rockets caused civilian
casualties, which could have caused escalation of the conflict by
the Thai military forces, should they had chosen to do so.

4. Political Issues

A recent NIDA poll taken in early August revealed that most

Thais trust the military more than the civilian government to solve
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the border dispute (Bank Finance, 2025). This was perhaps one of
Hun Sen’s objectives, to destabilize the Thai government, although
this is just speculation.

However, Cambodian opposition leader Sam Rainsy in a FB
post sees the motive of Hun Sen was to protect his shadow economy
of “Scam centres” along the Thai-Cambodian border. Sam Rainsy sees
criminal networks rather than patriarchy as the source of Hun Sen’s
power in Cambodia. Thus, from this perspective, the conflict from the
Cambodian side was about protecting these criminal networks.
Thaksin Shinawatra’s attack on these networks in June was perceived
as a direct threat to Hun Sen. This can partly explain why Hun Sen in
Trat invaded Thai territory in an attempt to damage the reputation of
Thai tourism safety.

Hun Sen’s media apparatus reframed Thai border enforcement
actions as nationalist provocation against Cambodia, masking the real
stakes of the conflict, the financial survival of the Hun Sen regime
(Rainsy, 2025).

An Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) review of the
conflict reported that Cambodia had mobilized troops and heavy
weapons, including BM-21 rocket artillery and 30 Soviet era tanks
towards the Emerald Triangle between March and May 2025.
Cambodian forces built trenches up to 300 metres into Thai territory at
the Damnak Tuk Chom outpost according to satellite data (Suriyasenee
& Ruser, 2025).

The Thai military only appeared to act only in direct response
to initiated Cambodian attacks. This was according to publicly
available evidence in a measured manner. However, this does not

mean the Thais were not ready to escalate into stage 9 if necessary.
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There are little doubt Thai troops would have moved into Cambodia
to create a buffer to protect civilians against rocket attacks if they had
continued to threaten civilians. The Thai public was ready for this with
around the clock media coverage of Thai civilian casualties from
Cambodia at the time. This did not occur as Cambodian rocket attacks
after the first day declined sharply, as the Cambodians were most
likely aware of the Thai military build-up on the border.

5. Command and Control

There was doubt whether any diplomatic activities and
initiatives would have been affective at this early stage of the
conflict due to separation of command and control from the civilian
heads of government and the military.

Both the Cambodian and Thai civilian governments had little
direct control of the situation. Consequently, there was a civilian
absence in the border dispute as decisions and operations are in the
hands of the military.

On the Cambodian side, all military action is under the
direction of the Senate President Hun Sen who has created a war
room in his office. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet who is Hun
Sen’s son had stayed out of the issue.

On the Thai side, all military activities were under the direct
control of 2™ Army commander Lt. General Boonsin Padklang. The
civilian Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has restricted herself to
making comments from Bangkok. Acting Thai Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai was also silent, only participating in the ceasefire

agreement in Kuala Lumpur.
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6. External Influences

Now that there is a ceasefire, it will the ASEAN border
monitors as a neutral party, which may play a major role in
maintaining peace between Thai and Cambodian forces. The key to
any lasting peace would be a demilitarization of the Thai-Cambodian
border in a similar manner to the Thai-Malaysia and Thai-Lao border
areas. Borders would once again be run by the civilian authorities of
both nations, which still have not come back to man border
checkpoints that still remain closed at the time of writing.

7. Consequences of Conflict

The Thai-Cambodian conflict had turned into a Thai
domestic political crisis. Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has
been suspended while the Constitutional Court investigates the
phone call between Paetongtarn and Hun Sen. Relations between
Paetongtarn and the military have been strained. The Shinawatras
are now politically isolated.

Coming events could lead to the fall of the Pheu Thai led
government over the next few months. Once again, the intention and
objectives of Hun Sen can only be speculative, although the conflict
has contributed to the political woes of the Shinawatra family.

Returning Cambodian workers to their homes is going to
affect Thai businesses in the short-term, but may have long-term
unemployment issues in  Cambodia. Approximately 400,000
Cambodian workers have returned home since the conflict began
and have not returned, leaving Thailand with a labour shortage.
Likewise cross-border trade and tourism have been affected,
particularly in Trat. According to the Observer of Economic

Complexity (OEC), annual Thai-Cambodian border trade was
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estimated at USD 8 billion per annum. It’s uncertain how long-term
these effects will last.

Tourism between Thailand and Cambodia along the border
is temporarily finished. Hotels and businesses in Aranyaprathet are
feeling the stop of tourism and transit business across the border.
The only way to travel between Cambodia and Thailand is by plane
from cities like Bangkok and Siem Reap.

On the Cambodian side, one must look past the social
media propaganda to see the consequences of the conflict. Both
Hun Sen and Hun Manet appear politically strong and popular after
conflict. With Cambodia’s RSF Press Freedom ranking at 161 out of
181 countries, one must be cautious in making conclusions from
media reports (RSF, n.d.). While there appears to be overwhelming
support for Hun Sen in the media, discussions with Cambodian
nationals in Thailand indicate otherwise.

The Southeast Asian Association of Professional Translators
and Interpreters (SEAProTl) concluded that the media on both sides
of the conflict not only reported events but made meaning with
psychological warfare and information warfare strategies, thus

themselves became instruments of the conflict (Sumanat, 2025).

Discussion

Friedrich Glasl’s Nine-Stage Conflict Escalation Model is a
robust framework for analyzing conflict dynamics, particularly in
organizational settings, but its application to interstate military
conflicts, such as the 2025 Thai-Cambodian border conflict, reveals
several limitations. These limitations in detail, focusing on how they

manifest in the context of nation-to-nation disputes. The analysis is
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structured around key areas where the model falls short, ensuring a
comprehensive yet concise evaluation.
1. Limited Consideration of Historical and Cultural Context

Issue: Glasl’s model is designed primarily for organizational
conflicts, where disputes typically lack the deep historical and
cultural roots often present in interstate conflicts. The model
assumes conflicts escalate in a linear fashion through stages driven
by immediate actions and reactions, but it does not adequately
account for long-standing historical grievances or cultural narratives
that shape nation-to-nation disputes.

Thai-Cambodian Context: The article highlights the historical
territorial disputes rooted in the 1962 International Court of Justice (ICJ)
ruling on Preah Vihear and ambiguities in colonial-era maps, which
fuelled nationalist sentiments and tensions around Ta Muan Thom
temple. These underlying factors, simmering for decades, created a
predisposition for conflict that Glasl’s model does not explicitly address.
The model’s focus on immediate escalation stages overlooks how
historical narratives, such as competing claims over Khmer heritage sites,
drive “micro-escalations” that predate Stage 1 (Hardening Tensions).

Implication: Without integrating historical context, the
model risks misinterpreting the root causes of conflict, limiting its
diagnostic depth for interstate disputes where history and culture
are central drivers.

2. Inadequate Handling of Geopolitical and External Influences

Issue: Glasl’s model focuses on the internal dynamics
between conflicting parties, with external intervention primarily

considered in later stages (e.g., mediation in the fighting phase). It
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does not account for the significant role of other actors, or external
pressures that shape nation-to-nation conflicts from the outset.

Thai-Cambodian Context: Malaysia, the United States, and
China played a significant role in brokering the ceasefire, with U.S.
President Trump’s tariff threats reportedly influencing both parties’
decisions. Additionally, the involvement of ASEAN border monitors
post-ceasefire highlights the ongoing influence of external entities.
Glasl’s model does not provide a framework for analyzing how such
external pressures affect escalation or de-escalation at various
stages, particularly in the rational and emotional phases.

Implication: The model’s limited focus on external actors
underestimates their impact on conflict trajectories, especially in
interstate disputes where global powers and regional organizations
often play pivotal roles.

3. Neglect of Political Factors

Issue: Glasl’s model emphasizes psychological and
behavioral escalation (e.g., hardening positions, loss of face) but does
not sufficiently incorporate socio-economic or political factors that
can drive or sustain conflicts. In nation-to-nation conflicts, issues like
economic interests, domestic political instability, or criminal networks
can be central to escalation.

Thai-Cambodian Context: Political drivers, such as
Cambodia’s alleged protection of “scam centers” in Poi Pet, linked
to figures like Senator Kok An, and the economic impact of 400,000
Cambodian workers returning home, disrupting Thai industries.
Additionally, the domestic political crisis in Thailand, including the
suspension of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and tensions

between the Shinawatra family and the military, exacerbated the
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conflict. Glasl’s model does not account for these complex political
and economic motivations, such as Hun Sen’s potential aim to
destabilize Thailand’s government or protect shadow economies.

Implication: By focusing on interpersonal or group dynamics,
the model misses critical structural factors that can sustain or escalate
interstate conflicts, limiting its applicability to disputes with
multifaceted socio-political dimensions.

4. Assumption of Linear Escalation

Issue: Glasl’s model assumes a sequential progression
through nine stages, across three level implying a relatively
predictable escalation path. However, nation-to-nation military
conflicts often involve rapid, non-linear escalation or overlapping
stages due to the intensity of military actions and the involvement
of multiple actors, as was seen within this conflict.

Thai-Cambodian Context: The article notes that some
stages of the conflict overlapped due to its rapid escalation, with
the conflict moving from Stage 1 (Hardening Tensions) to Stage 7
(Limited Destructive Blows) within months, driven by incidents like
the Cambodian soldier’s death and rocket attacks. The model’s
linear structure struggles to capture such accelerated or concurrent
escalation, particularly when military actions (e.g., F-16 airstrikes,
rocket barrages) create immediate jumps to higher stages.

Implication: The model’s linear framework may oversimplify
the chaotic and multifaceted nature of military conflicts, reducing its
ability to reflect real-time dynamics accurately.

5. Limited Applicability to Military Dynamics
Issue: Glasl’s model was developed for organizational settings,

where conflicts typically involve non-violent disputes (e.g., labor

-4 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

disagreements). It is less equipped to handle the unique dynamics of
military conflicts, such as the role of relative military strength,
command-and-control structures, or the strategic use of violence.

Thai-Cambodian Context: Thailand’s military advantage
(ranked 25" globally vs. Cambodia’s 95™) and the role of military
command structures (e.g., Thailand’s 2™ Army commander Lt. General
Boonsin Padklang and Cambodia’s Senate President Hun Sen directing
operations). Glasl’s model does not account for how military
capabilities, such as Thailand’s F-16s and JAS 39 Gripens or
Cambodia’s outdated BM-21 rockets, influence escalation decisions.
Nor does it address the separation of civilian and military control,
which limited diplomatic de-escalation efforts in the early stages.

Implication: The model’s focus on psychological and social
dynamics overlooks the strategic and logistical aspects of military
conflicts, reducing its utility for analyzing wars or border disputes.

6. Data Sensitivity and Bias in Application

Issue: Glasl’s model relies on accurate data to map conflict
stages, but in nation-to-nation conflicts, data is often incomplete,
biased, or influenced by propaganda, making it challenging to apply
the model objectively.

Thai-Cambodian Context: The fact that conflict data was
drawn from media and social media reports, with unknown impartiality
may bias the analysis. Both sides engaged in psychological and
information warfare, with Cambodia framing Thai actions as nationalist
provocation and Thailand accusing Cambodia of aggression. Glasl’s
model does not provide tools to navigate such biased or incomplete
information, which can distort stage identification (e.g., whether

landmine incidents were new or old).
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Implication: The model’s reliance on clear, objective data
limits its effectiveness in conflicts where media manipulation and
propaganda obscure the true progression of events.

7. Focus on Escalation Over De-escalation

Issue: Glasl’s model is primarily a diagnostic tool for
understanding escalation, with less emphasis on de-escalation
strategies or the sustainability of resolutions like ceasefires. In nation-
to-nation conflicts, where ceasefires are often fragile, this focus
limits the model’s practical utility for long-term peacebuilding.

Thai-Cambodian Context: The fragility of the August 7,
2025, ceasefire, with ongoing issues like landmine disputes and
civilian evacuations indicating a return to Stage 4 (Building
Coalitions). Glasl’s model does not provide a clear framework for
analyzing post-conflict dynamics or the steps needed to achieve a
lasting peace agreement, as opposed to a temporary ceasefire.

Implication: The model’s emphasis on escalation stages
leaves gaps in addressing how to sustain de-escalation or resolve
underlying issues, critical for preventing conflict recurrence in

interstate disputes.

Conclusion

While Glasl’s Nine-Stage Conflict Escalation Model offers a
valuable framework for mapping the progression of the 2025 Thai-
Cambodian conflict, its limitations are evident in its application to
interstate military disputes. The model struggles to account for
historical and cultural roots, contextual influences, political drivers,
non-linear escalation, military dynamics, data biases, and post-conflict

de-escalation.
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These shortcomings suggest that while Glasl’s model can
provide a structured analysis of conflict stages, it requires supplementation
with  context-specific frameworks that address the unique
complexities of nation-to-nation conflicts. For future applications,
integrating historical analysis, geopolitical considerations, and socio-
economic factors could enhance the model’s utility in analyzing and

managing interstate disputes.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the conflict during
the New Order regime in Indonesia in 1998, based on the mystery
of the Banyuwangi film, film as a reflection of the reality of the
dynamics of 1998 reformasi in Indonesia, which clearly affected
the city of Banyuwangi. Particularly regarding the witchcraft politics
in Banyuwangi. This study employs a qualitative approach with a
thematic analysis type. Consists of primary data containing the film
Mysteries of Banyuwangi, as well as secondary data containing
published research results such as journals, books, articles, and
report archives that can answer the research problems. The data
analysis technique uses manual coding through the processes of
familiarization, initial coding, and open coding conducted using
NVivo12 software, leading to a systematic thematic narration

conducted in-depth to analyze phenomena using scapegoat
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theory, leadership, mechanical solidarity, and multidimensional
conflict comprehensively. The research findings reveal that the
political conflict surrounding witchcraft occurring in Banyuwangi is
based on the New Order regime's strategy to maintain its political
legacy regarding the existence of charismatic leaders such as
Megawati Soekarno Putri and Abdurrahman Wahid. The pattern of
conflict is directed at the Ulama as the main target by creating
propaganda that scapegoats the existence of witchcraft and the
role of witch doctors through community support. This conflict
orientation is aimed at charismatic leaders who are able to

undermine the stability and political legitimacy of the regime.

Keywords: Witchcraft Politics, Banyuwangi Conflict, 1998 Reformasi,

Propaganda, Human Rights Violations
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Introduction

The existence of culture in the Osing Tribe of Banyuwangi
is a reflection based on the diversity of Indonesia's cultural
heritage through the significant instrument of History (Jatim Land,
2024). Banyuwangi has cultural values that correlate with mystical
elements. As a region that possesses a diversity of muystical
cultures through the entity of witchcraft, Banyuwangi has a group
of witch doctors (Haryanto, 2023). Black magic can be interpreted
as a part of the cultural heritage of Banyuwangi that is preserved,
especially among the Osing ethnic community (Kusumo, 2024).

The term 'santet’ or witchcraft is one of the problematic
issues that tends to have a negative connotation and is discussed
in its existence in Indonesia. Although it is always identified as a
myth, some people believe that santet is part of human life and
an implementation of black magic practices aimed at hurting
opponents (Misteri Nusantara, 2024). However, in reality, the
practice of witchcraft is verified as a deviant practice by the
community of Banyuwangi (Kumparan, 2024).

The Osing tribe community gradually strives to classify to
sustain the existence of something that is validated as a cultural
symbol, as it has overlapping values in political situations and
civilization (Hadzantonis, 2019). Based on the existence of the
Osing Tribe, Banyuwangi was once known as the "City of Santet".
This identity was initiated by a case of mass slaughter of Santet
shamans that occurred in Banyuwangi in 1998. Based on data from
government reports, 115 victims died in 20 districts, while referring
to data from the Fact-Finding Team (TPF) through PBNU, identifying
143 victims (Ulumuddin, 2022).
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Public opinion and understanding on a broad scale have so
far only focused on the issue of who the perpetrator was in the
massacre of witch doctors in Banyuwangi, which to this day
remains an unresolved problem. In addition, the handling of
victims of serious human rights violations, as mentioned by the
Indonesian National Human Rights Commission (KOMNAS HAM), has
also so far not been resolved (Farisy & Sudrajat, 2025).

This condition occurred during the New Order regime,
where the government implemented a repressive legal strategy,
significantly limiting public participation, with the main orientation
being to maintain power (Jadidah, 2020). However, not many
scholars focus on the patterns, directions, and political propaganda
of black magic carried out by the New Order regime in 1998 in
Indonesia. Therefore, the use of analysis tools such as scapegoat
theory, leadership, mechanical solidarity, and multidimensional
conflict is expected to answer and clarify the state's responsibility

towards victims of serious human rights violations in Indonesia

Objectives

Based on that background, the goal of this research is to
analyze the pattems, propaganda, and political direction of witchcraft
in Banyuwangi during Indonesia’s New Order regime in 1998.

Literature Review

The study conducted in an effort to identify local and
anthropological concepts underwent a stable revolution, in this
case, in the Melanesia and Africa regions, which is very prominent

in anthropological studies on witchcraft. However, it has changed
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and developed concerning studies of witchcraft in Latin America,
Asia, etc. Reflections from different perspectives on shamanism,
voodoo, and witchcraft are oriented as conceptions and
implementations that share similarities with terms applied in other
regions. However, there are also substantial transformations in
those views (Buyandelger, 2013; Jokic, 2015).

The legitimization of witchcraft or sorcery on a global scale
is understood as an individual's capability to apply supernatural
knowledge intended to hurt others. Referring to the global
perspective identified by several continents in the last decade,
millions of individuals legitimize sorcery or witchcraft. This is not
only as an entity that is no more harmful than in the past, but also
as a cultural phenomenon that is inspired and can have an impact
not only in economic aspects, but also disrupt social cohesion,
thereby leading to violence (Gershman, 2020).

Magic or witchcraft, through a reductive approach, is
identified as a manifestation of something else done by a sorcerer
or shaman that can create violence (Geschiere, 2015). However,
magic or witchcraft is classified into negative and positive aspects,
where negative means demonic, and positive means creative.
Demonic magic or witchcraft is a representation of political
activities that lead to 'theurgic, whereas creativity manifests a
consciousness that can bring about changes in life situations,
resulting in better transformation (Lyssakov, 2017).

According to Weber, society is stratified into several parts,
namely economic class, status, and power or party. Economic
class can be identified as a community's economic condition being

the same. Three fundamental aspects necessitate fulfillment in
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this economic class section, namely causal instruments that relate
to human life probabilities as manifested in the labor market.
Then, status is an element that can determine a level of rank,
dignity, and lifestyle. The last is power or party; this component
can be interpreted as a political element that aims to create
dominance of power (Goodman, 2014).

The existence of the concept of stratification according to
Weber is capable of creating conflict. Conflict is a situation of lack of
consensus regarding orientation and ideological interests. It is
identified with the competition between two opposing forces. This
conflict aims to advocate for the ideology, values, and interests of a
group concerning power and status through strategies that are
capable of eliminating opponents (Turner, 1998). That is why we need
social solidarity to avoid or resist the existence of social conflict, due
to the presence of a sense of shared fate, integration, and strong
relationships among actors within a community (Soerjono, 1985).

Emile Durkheim first used the term social solidarity as a
way to describe a social network (Johnson, 1988). For Durkheim,
mechanical social solidarity created througsh community activities
has a high degree of equivalence with low differentiation. The
components of this concept of mechanical solidarity are based on
the similarity of norms, values, and beliefs among members of
society (Turner 1994).

Regarding this issue, some scholars only research the
conflict of the shaman killings in Banyuwangi, for example, Hambali
(2015), who found a large number of human rights violations that
occurred and legal uncertainty during the New Order era, one of

which is the politics of the shaman massacre. Then Sujatmoko (2016)

- 35 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

found that the government is obliged to provide rehabilitation rights
for victims of human rights violations through the provision of status,

material assistance, and free services.

Research Methodology

This research uses a qualitative approach with thematic
analysis, consisting of secondary data containing published research
results such as journals, books, articles, and report archives that can
answer the research problem. The data analysis technique uses
manual coding through the processes of familiarization, initial
coding, analytical coding, and pattern coding. Data processing is
conducted using NVivol2 software sourced from primary data,
namely the documentary Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, released in
1998. The researchers collected data based on the narratives
present in the films, and then the data was processed through
classification coding based on the emerging keywords. After that, a
systematic narrative analysis was conducted in-depth to analyze the
phenomenon using Rene Girard's scapegoat theory, Emile
Durkheim's mechanical solidarity, and Max Weber's multidimensional
conflict, and was done comprehensively.

This study was designed not only to cover one aspect of
the film, but rather to attempt to reach the level of objective
reality. The use of film as the primary source does not, however,
make the research biased. Instead, the film serves as an instrument
to try to understand complex reality through interpretation,
ideology, and the theories used in analyzing the data in the
research, supported by research studies and reports to strengthen

the argumentation of the analysis results. Thus, it is not confined
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to empirical data that may be subject to propaganda and research
bias itself.

Results and Discussion
In this section, the researcher presents the findings
coherently, based on qualitative data obtained through the
Banyuwangi witchcraft film. The findings produced by the researcher
are constructed concerning the research questions through the coding
of the created themes. This is accomplished through a complex
process and thematic analysis. The findings are presented and
illustrated in Tables 1 and Figures 1, 2, and 3. Table 1 describes the
coding structure, which also includes themes and codes generated
from conversations and data analysis through the Banyuwangi
witchcraft film. Table 1 identifies important themes, which then
summarize the political dynamics of witchcraft in Banyuwangi.
® (Theme 1) Community: Movements carried out by the
community, such as anti-tenung (black magic), there are
fundamental conflicts, the community's orientation is only
to expel, not to kill. But there was a mass murder by
unknown people against the witch shamans. The motive of
the mass murder in the scenario
® (Theme 2) Muslim: The majority Muslim population of
Banyuwangi is spread across 360 villages, and santet is
prohibited by religion. Anti-tenung shamans are thwarted
by ulama (religious people), so people think that ulama
will support the movement.
® (Theme 3) Witchcraft: The Banyuwangi community is

opposed to santet shamans because the practices of
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santet shamans can create negative implications for

society, so the community rejects them.

Table 1 explains the results of the thematic analysis
conducted based on primary data on witchcraft politics through

data collection from the Mystery Film of Banyuwangi 1998.

Table 1: Coding statistics of the Witchcraft Politics

Open Coding Analytical Coding Pattern Coding Frequency
Community ®  Propaganda The community 1
(Theme 1) ® Conflict opposes witchcraft 10

] shamans, and
® \Violence ’
propaganda from an
unknown person
creates terror, murder,

and conflict.

Muslim ® Religious The majority of

(Theme 2) Muslims were
terrorized, and Ulama
and religious people
(santri) were also

targeted for murder.

Witchcraft ®  Shamans Witchcraft as a part of 4
(Theme 3) culture becomes a

scapegoat for the

vertical conflict

between the

community, religious

leaders, and shamans.

Note: Coding processes by author, 2025

The results of the coding based on participants emphasize
the relationship between the existence of the Muslim community
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as a majority group led by scholars and the propaganda carried out
through witch doctors, which is then used as a scapegoat in
witchcraft politics, creating vertical conflicts in Banyuwangi. Based
on Figure 1, the researchers found calls regarding the propaganda,

which include conflicts resulting in mass killings by unknown

individuals.
Number of Participant
Shamans | T o
Religious  |EEG_—
Violence I —
Conflict | e ——
Propaganda I
Witchcraft I
Muslim I
Community [N

2 4 6 8 10 12

o

mUlama ®m Community The Apparatus
Figure 1: The Number of Participants Based on Movies, author processing, 2025

Although the challenges in identifying mass murderers
require empirical identification, the motives, goals, and patterns
of mass murder strategies can be identified based on images 1
and 3; images 1 and 3 are interconnected in answering the
motives, goals, and patterns of mass murder strategies carried

out by unknown individuals.
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Community

o8

Ulama Witchcraft (Santet)

\

Propaganda

Muslim

Figure 2: The Relation of Ulama, the Apparatus, and Community with the Witchcraft
Politics, author processing with NVivo12, 2025

In image 2, focus on the relationship between participants in
the conflict and the elements that are the focus of the political
conflict occurring. Image 2 illustrates the involvement of three main
participants in the conflict, namely religious leaders, the community,
and the apparatus, who have different views. The community
discusses the conflict through the rejection and expulsion of witch
doctors who can create problems in the community.

Then, scholars as religious figures in a predominantly Muslim
society emphasize the existence of propaganda from the community
and witch doctors that create conflicts which result in murder as a
consequence. Meanwhile, the apparatus discusses propaganda,
conflict, and murder. However, the apparatus, from a legal formal

perspective, does not find any murders committed by unknown

- 40 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

individuals. Figure 3 illustrates the responses of participants involved
in the political witchcraft conflict in Banyuwangi, based on data taken

from the Banyuwangi witchcraft film.
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Figure 3: Word cloud generated from the participants’ responses to the Witchcraft
Politics, author processing with NVivo12, 2025

In image 3, the participant provides statements emphasizing
community, shamans, unknown, enforcement, apparatus, and
movement. This indicates a significant concern about the relationship
between these concepts in the political case of witchcraft in
Banyuwangi, as well as a desire for improvement in the concepts of
enforcement and apparatus. The enforcement carried out by the
apparatus is an important instrument that needs to be implemented
fairly in response to killings, and most importantly, propaganda to
divide society through horizontal conflicts.

The Relation of the New Order Regime with Witchcraft

Politics and Scapegoat

The final condition of the New Order regime government

experienced fluctuations. There were cases of conflict resulting in
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casualties and no political stability. This condition occurred in the
late 1990s when Suharto was trying to maintain his legacy as the
President of Indonesia through military support. Suharto's political
aggression was focused on the NU group, which had a
contradictory stance towards the regime (Rafsanjani, 2021).

In a political situation fractured by factional and religious
conflicts, the pressures applied will lead the target group to
implement the domain of religion to provide stability and balance
of power in state formation (Kulkarni & Pfaff, 2022). On the other
hand, political targets are also aimed at cultural instruments. The
legitimacy of society towards witchcraft or magic makes it a
political objective. Mystical legitimacy can be exploited in efforts
to support the political system. Meanwhile, prejudice against
witchcraft or magic is identified as an aspect of conflict that occurs
implicitly (Kohnert, 1996). Table 2 explains the analysis of

scapegoat theory in the politics of witchcraft.

Table 2. Scapegoat of Witchcraft Politics

Process Analyze

Mimetic desire can be identified as a fundamental instrument of
human nature. Based on social interaction methods, individuals
implicitly parody the desires of others. This means that all decisions
are made based on consensus. For example, if the majority of
YT society desires the same will, it can create a conflict. Alternatively, it
Desire is verified as a scapegoat. The Banyuwangi community is
fundamentally against witchcraft practitioners, as the practices of
these witchcraft practitioners can create negative implications for
society, especially related to household fractures. The community's
rejection of witch shamans manifested in movements aimed at

driving out witch doctors. The community believes that witch doctors
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Table 2. Scapegoat of Witchcraft Politics (Cont.)

Process

Analyze

practice black magic that can damage households (Mystery Film of
Banyuwangi, 1998).

In the procedure of scapegoating, using taste guilt that is directed
against one individual or group. This individual or group is essentially
an entity that is validated as having differences. Through the sacrifice
of a scapegoat, it is hoped to address and create social harmony. The
movements carried out by the community as an anti-magic or anti-
witchcraft were thwarted by religious scholars, even though magic or
black magic is forbidden by religion, leading the community to believe
that the movement would be supported by the scholars. After the
movement to expel the witchcraft practitioners failed, there was a
mass killing by unidentified individuals against the witchcraft
practitioners. The mass killing of witchcraft practitioners became a
serious issue for the police and society. Religious scholars believe that
the killings were not carried out by the scholars or the community, as
there is fundamentally no animosity between the scholars, the
community, and the witchcraft practitioners. Although there is a
fundamental conflict, the community's orientation will only further

exacerbate the situation (Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998).

Myth, Ritual,
and the
Origins of
the
Scapegoat
Mechanism

Myths and rituals are representations of scapegoat procedures. Both of
these elements can offer Redefinition. Myths and rituals reflect how a
community organizes conflict. Society tends to vent the tensions that
occur onto scapegoats. Myths are interpreted as the dynamics of conflict
that describe the need to identify victims deemed responsible for the
existence of the conflict. The Osing community has a culture that
includes representing mystical, supernatural, and ethereal values, which
each exist as a manifestation of power in the life of the Banyuwangi
community known as 'santet.

The Banyuwangi witchcraft performed by witch doctors is essentially a
form of attraction towards the opposite sex. The Osing community

verifies that witchcraft is classified into two parts, namely mesisan kathet
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Table 2. Scapegoat of Witchcraft Politics (Cont.)

Process

Analyze

"all together included" and mesisan benthet "all together cracked"
(Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998). Myths and rituals fulfill the basic
needs of humans, which are oriented as a form of mimetic
competition, up to conflicts that are carried out based on the

scapegoat procedure.

Sacrifice

In the face of an internal conflict situation, society will naturally
explore a synthesis that can address issues in order to create
harmony. This instinct manifested into the identification of the black
camp as the direction of the suffering from collective problems.
Scholars, as community leaders following the propaganda, inform
that society is advised not to be easily provoked and influenced,
and to always be suspicious of one another. The motive behind this
scripted mass murder will create the impression that the death of
the shaman is a consequence of the conflict between the
community and the shaman. Therefore, this murder is a form of
propaganda (Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998).

The groups or individuals identified as scapegoats differ from the
individuals or groups that justify them. These entities are perceived
as one of the threats or disruption factors against the community.
Therefore, the community collectively accumulates sentiment
through violence against the scapegoats. Such actions are oriented
as a means of eliminating disturbances and conflict tensions, as well
as pragmatically and significantly enhancing integration. Scholars
remind that the actions of people's courts are the goal of the
propaganda carried out by groups of unknown people, but this act
of sadism is an accumulation of the demands of society regarding
the failure of law enforcement over public safety (Mystery Film of

Banyuwangi, 1998).

Source: Processing by the author based on Girard (1986)
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The majority of the Islamic population of Banyuwangi is
spread across 360 villages. As a result, religious leaders become
some of the figures with strong legitimacy as leaders through their
charisma in the life of the community (Mystery Banyuwangi Film,
1998). Charismatic leaders will create themselves as the main focus
and can influence the wider society through their charisma. This is
based on their role and function, where charismatic leaders can inspire
in order to align the collective vision and mission. Furthermore, they
can form emotional integration with their followers, thus enabling the

realization of the main goals (Firdaus et al., 2023).
“The role of scholars in thwarting the expulsion of witch doctors and their
influence on society has made them targets of murder by unknown
individuals. Following the mass murder of scholars, the community
responded to the incident toward law enforcement through demonstration
movements. However, as one of the drivers of the demonstration, scholars
again faced intimidation and death threats from unknown individuals”.

(Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998).

The community has a high tendency for collectivity and
similarity. Therefore, the differences in interests are very minimal
among them. The collectivity of the community is communal,
relying on norms, values, and beliefs. The integration of the
community that is created is also a causal consequence of these
aspects. Strong integration forms solidarity, resulting in uniform

social relations (Turner, 1994).
“This mass massacre moved from the Southern area of Banyuwangi
to the North of Banyuwangi which had changed its orientation to
the point of being aimed at the Ulama directly. The community's
response to terror and threats against the ulama is to continue to
resist the assassination attempt of the ulama. So that the people
are united in hunting for the perpetrators (unknown people)”.

(Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998).
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The solidarity of society refers to collective awareness,
regardless of the group believed in. Collective awareness can occur
because society experiences conditions that carry the risk of

disturbance, destruction, and confusion (Johnson, 1988).
“Community hunting as a major force creates new problems, as
the community is unorganized and kills individuals who are not
identified as targets. This unsystematic self-initiative by the
community makes it the focal point of accusations as mass
murderers”. (Mystery Film of Banyuwangi, 1998).

The transition from mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity
in society poses a great challenge; at this phase, society will lose its
guidelines and fundamental goals, which Durkheim refers to as
anomie, meaning a condition of normlessness (Johnson, 1988).

Witchcraft as a political strategy of the New Order regime

The Banyuwangi region has a predominantly Muslim
community that is classified under Nahdlatul Ulama (NU). The
regime intentionally made this area the first point of propaganda
conflict through political motives. This is based on the aftermath
of the election of Suharto as President in 1998 during the General
Session of the MPR (People's Consultative Assembly), where
various demonstrations were created with the aim of a coup or
overthrowing the government. This was also accompanied by the
phenomenon of mass killings of shamans and clerics by an
unknown person (Prattama & Galih, 2019).

Yudiana & Mahfud (2023) state that the political strategy of
the regime is correlated with Gus Dur, who constantly criticized the
New Order regime; thus, NU became a victim of political
conspiracy. The authoritarian practices of the New Order regime

were explicitly facilitated and institutionalized by the affiliated
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oligarchic group. Therefore, legal instruments were only oriented
as tools to strengthen the chain of impunity (Wiratraman, 2022).

The conflict that occurs is identified as a consequence of
the existence of interests that hold power. Differences in interests
recarding ideas, values, and goals. Thus, through the convergence
of class disparities by Marx, Weber developed the theory of
conflict and stated that the emergence of conflict is backed by
the emergence of charismatic leaders, who can then mobilize the
interests of subordinates (Goodman, 2014). Table 3 explains the
multidimensional conflict in witchcraft politics.

Table 3. The Multidimensional Conflict of Witchcraft Politics

Process Analyze

The subordinate groups always play a role in conflicts with the
superordinate. This can happen if the subordinate withdraws
from the political power that is currently operating. During the
New Order regime, two influential figures were Gud Dur and
Megawati, two figures who represented different groups, which

became the opposition to the New Order regime of Suharto's
Withdrawal of

. government. Java became the center of conflict under the
legitimacy from

litical regime. Based on this, there are three classifications of
politica

. Javanese society: Kyai, Abangan, and Santri. Kyai are groups of
authority

scholars who play an important role in the spread of Islam in
Indonesia, especially in Java. Abangan are Javanese Muslims
who combine Islam with local wisdom (syncretism), a group
that does not strictly follow Islamic law. Santri are students of
Kyai. These three types formed an opposition aimed at

dismantling the power of the regime (Pinter Politik, 2021).

-47 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

Table 3. The Multidimensional Conflict of Witchcraft Politics (Cont.)

Process

Analyze

Dramatic
discontinuity in
the distribution

of rewards

Subordinate groups always withdraw from the operating
political power. The relevance between subordinates and
superordinates is a high political stratum. In addition, the
unequal distribution of power, prestige, and high disparities in
welfare also pose fundamental issues. Megawati and Gus Dur
gave resistance against the authoritarianism of the regime
through the supporters of PDI and the Nahdlatul Ulama Group.
Based on the political power of the New Order regime, it
degraded the political currents of the Old Order under the
pretext of economic development and political stability (NU
Online, 2020).

Low Social
mobility figures

The tension between subordinate and superordinate groups
creates conflict when there is the existence of a charismatic
leader who can accumulate and accommodate the sentiments
of subordinate groups towards the superordinate. Megawati, as
the general chairwoman of PDI (Indonesian Democratic Party),
has support primarily from loyal sympathizers based largely at
the grassroots level known as wong cilik'. Meanwhile, Gus Dur
plays a role in the grand dialogues he conducts at the
boarding school. Megawati and Gus Dur share a collective goal
of creating justice and prosperity for society (Pinter Politik,
2021).

Routinize
authority, New
System of Rules
and

Administration

After charismatic leaders were able to win conflicts, there was
pressure on routine authorities, which was done through new
regulations and administration. The capacity to accommodate
power by Megawati and Gud Dur during the revolution to
topple the New Order regime created reform. This formed a
system and transformation from  authoritarianism  to

democratization, culminating in democracy.

Source: Processing by the author based on Turner (1998).
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After the success of a political strategy, a charismatic leader
will encounter a problem situation related to a goal achieved
through political action (Wahyudi, 2021). The transition from the
New Order era to reform has high risks, which are based on two
aspects. First, the strength of civil society becomes chaotic.
Second, the instruments of the old regime will create new power,
grounded in the existence of its ideology and political values
(Huntington, 2006).

Conclusion and Recommendation

Based on the results of the analysis, the researchers
concluded that the witchcraft politics of Banyuwangi are carried
out based on propaganda that is systematically and massively
organized to create conflict in society. This systematic and massive
conflict is conducted by propagating the community to create
conflict through the exploitation of the negative sentiment of
society against witch doctors as scapegoats. The orientation of the
mass killings is directed towards religious scholars. Because the
scholars are figures representing the majority of the Muslim
community (NU). The mechanical solidarity of society in
responding to mass killings makes it an unorganized act, which
Durkheim refers to as anomie, causing society to misdirect its
efforts in tackling the perpetrators of crime.

This conflict essentially arises from the emergence of the
charismatic figure Gus Dur as a representative of the Islamic faction
and Megawati as the representative of the lower class (PDIP),
opposing the authoritarianism of the New Order regime since 1998.

The climax led to the realization of reform. The political conflict
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surrounding black magic in Banyuwangi is based on the strategy of
the New Order regime in maintaining its political legacy. The conflict
pattern targets religious leaders as the main focus by creating
propaganda that scapegoats the existence of black magic and the
role of shamans through community support. The orientation of this
conflict is directed towards charismatic leaders capable of
undermining the stability and political legitimacy of the regime.
Indonesia needs to ratify the Rome Statute to bring cases of
human rights violations on an international scale. The ratification of
the Rome Statute creates significant pressure on the Indonesian
government, as it would involve the country dealing with the
International Court of Justice, particularly the ICC (International
Criminal  Court). This is an effort to combat human rights
violations, even though Indonesia itself has ratified the ICCPR
(International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights) and has

human rights legislation.
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Abstract

The paper explores the current conflict in Sudan, which
started in April 2023, with an emphasis on how it affects
humanitarian situations, regional ties, and national governance.
Using a qualitative research methodology, it uses secondary data to
describe the origins and humanitarian effects of the conflict, and to
analyze the impact of the conflict on Sudan’s diplomatic and
regional relation. It is also to evaluate the role of regional and
international actors in shaping conflict dynamics and responses. The
extent of humanitarian relocation and the degradation of essential
services are also highlighted. The paper provides a framework for

understanding the conflict's wider geopolitical ramifications and
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makes suggestions for inclusive peacebuilding and regional
collaboration by differentiating between descriptive patterns and
analytical insights. The results are intended to guide future studies

on conflict resolution in fragile nations as well as policy responses.

Keywords: Diplomacy, Humanitarian Crisis, International Mediation,

Regional Peacebuilding, Sudan Conflict
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Introduction

Africa has been characterised as a volatile conflict arena,
and between 2015 and 2016, it witnessed more armed conflicts than
any other continent (UCDP, 2017, SIPRI, 2018). Even though
conventional conflicts, including civil war and intercommunal
conflicts, are persistent, new types of conflicts have emerged in the
African narrative, taking on a form and space that were unusual in
the two decades after the end of the Cold War (Akinola, 2023). The
ongoing conflict in Sudan reflects a longstanding failure to resolve
structural power imbalances and regional marginalization
(Verhoeven, 2023). Decades of centralized governance, elite
competition, and the exclusion of peripheral regions have
contributed to a fragile state structure vulnerable to recurrent
instability (Hoffrnann & Lanfranchi, 2023).

The history of the Horn of Africa is diversely rich, with an
embroidery of ethnic groups and cultures. Precisely, Sudan has an
extensive history of ethno-cultural diversity that has frequently
been a double-edged sword. On one front, such diversity can be a
basis of strength, but on the other front, it often turns into a cause
for disputes and conflicts. There are many different ethnic groups in
Sudan, and each has its unique language, customs, and historical
experiences. The nation is split between the Arab-dominated South
and the Arab-dominated North. The legacy of colonial rule, the
period during which Sudan was governed by the British and
Egyptians, further exacerbated such separations. In this regard, the
North was intensely impacted by the Arab language, customs,
culture, and the Islamic religion throughout the colonial era. These

historical ties with the Arab world resulted in a sense of identity and

-57-



Msasanudandazdufrne
71 4 aviuil 2 nsngrma - Suaras 2568

superiority among some Northerners, which frequently resulted in
the marginalization of other minorities (Babalola & Akinrinde, 2024).

Additionally, the instability in the Arab world, formally
known as the Arab Spring disputes, which culminated in major
political turmoil and conflicts across the Middle East and North
African (MENA and Sub-Saharan) regions in early 2010, does not
exempt Sudan. Sudan, formally known as the Republic of Sudan,
has had a complex and conflictual political history. As such, the
country experienced several armed conflicts. It occurred between
the North and the South, which resulted in the secession of South
Sudan as an independent state in 2011 (Ali, 2022). In addition, the
struggle for economic resources (land and oil), as well as traditional,
cultural, and religious disparity, are fundamental components of
Sudan’s conflictual history. Similarly, revolutions are not a new
development to Sudan and its citizens. The most recent and
massive revolution in Sudan broke out in mid-month of 2018, which
is the third such revolution that occurred in the country and
ultimately led to the ousting of Al-Bashir’s regime in 2019 (Meservey,
2023). The recently overthrown administration was left with a legacy
of institutional collapse, corruption, societal collapse, and intense
disputed conflicts. These historical patterns of political exclusion,
armed uprisings, and elite power struggles have culminated in the
2023 conflict, where the struggle between the SAF and RSF reflects
deep-rooted institutional fragmentation and unresolved tensions
from previous eras.

Relatively, long-boiling tensions between Sudan’s two most
prominent generals exploded into open warfare on April 15, 2023.

A succession of ceasefires has failed, and intense violence has ensued
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in the capital city, Khartoum, and other locations throughout the
country (Meservey, 2023). In a short period, millions of people were
displaced, Sudan’s infrastructure and economy were destroyed, and
the society became more militarized and polarized as a result of the
severe conflict that broke out between the Sudanese top-most
generals in the transitional government, Lieutenant General
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo (Hemeti), head of the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), and General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, the head of
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), that triggered the civilians out on
April 15, 2023 (Kurtz, 2024).

Furthermore, given Sudan’s strategical position, experts
have recognized the extent of its strategic significance in relation to
many other nations due to its diverse geographical topography,
which includes hills, mountains, valleys, and desert areas, in
addition to its most valuable resources, such as enormous fertile
lands, and the most significant benefits of the Nile River. Similarly,
the country produces numerous natural resources and manages the
Red Sea region, with copper, iron ore, gold, zinc, and silver
(estimated reserves of around 1,500 tons), coupled with gold and
iron (with estimated reserves of roughly 1.5 million tons), in addition
to over 1.5 million tons of oil, gas, and uranium (FAO, 2015). Despite
such enormous wealth, Sudan’s economy barely improved and
lacks a pulse for development.

Moreover, a significant amount of Sudan's wealth has been
depleted over the years by disputes and instability, which have
hindered the optimum use of the natural resource profits and their
conversion into public infrastructure in the Sudanese economy,

fostering the development of human and social capital, organizing
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infrastructure, generating wealth, and formulating new job
opportunities on a large scale. Sudan continues to suffer from these
internal issues to this day (NSDS, 2016). Relatively, an increasing
number of cross-border disputes, such as the construction process of
the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) and the armed conflict
in al-Fashaga and Northern Ethiopia, have exacerbated distrust
between Sudan and Ethiopia. Similarly, the conflict in Sudan has
implicated itself not only with Ethiopia but also spiralled with border
issues with South Sudan and Egypt, endangering regional stability and
border security as well as state-to-state relations (Cinar & Ozer, 2023).

The Horn of Africa’s strategic position and wealth of natural
resources have turned it into an epicentre for foreign powers looking
to further their interest in the region. Such interventions have
frequently taken the nature of proxy wars, in which major influence
armed groups and provide support to various groups, exacerbating
the existing armed conflicts in vulnerable nations like Sudan and its
neighbouring countries. Relatively, nations such as Eritrea have a long
history of getting involved in regional wars, assisting various armed
factions and militants in Ethiopia, Sudan, and Somalia. The persistent
conflict has led to numerous casualties, a steady influx of refugees
seeking protection in neighbouring nations, and further excruciating
instability in the region. The protracted civil war has resulted in
extensive destruction, fatalities, and violations of human rights, all of
which have contributed to the country’s humanitarian crises (Babalola
& Akinrinde, 2024).

The majority of the violence has been directed at civilians,
encountering attacks in their homes, schools and universities, and

medical facilities. The absence of security and the prevalence of
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armed factions have made it challenging for humanitarian
organisations to deliver much-needed aid and support to the
impacted populations (Keen, 2024). In this regard, more than 11.7
million people have been displaced both inside and outside of
Sudan as a result of the conflict that broke out in April 2023,
between the Sudanese Army Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF). Due to this development, Sudan has the highest rate
of starvation cases in Eastern Africa, with over 3.7 million children
between the ages of 6 and 56 months and 1 million pregnant and
lactating mothers who are suffering from acute malnutrition.
Similarly, acute food insecurity affects around 26 million people,
with 755,000 (more than half of the population) at risk of famine
and hunger. Relatively, over 20 months of intense conflict have
destabilised Sudan into the fastest-growing displacement disaster,
with an average of an astounding 20,000 people displaced daily.
Furthermore, the persistent conflict has forced millions of
citizens to leave their residences in search of safety, which resulted
in Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) seeking refuge in camps within
the nation, and numerous others have crossed international
territorial  borders seeking asylum in neighbouring nations
(Hutchinson, 2005). In the same stance, the inflow of refugees into
neighbouring nations has placed tremendous strain on host
communities and their inadequate relations, overwhelming nations
like Chad, Uganda, South Sudan, and Ethiopia with the large number
of Sudanese refugees looking for asylum. It has exacerbated the
instability in the region, worsening resource shortages and animosity
between host communities and refugees (Keen, 2024). Relatively,

the displacement of the masses has disrupted livelihoods, detached
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families, and led to the loss of property and assets. Consequently,
refugees and IDPs frequently face terrible living conditions in camps
and lack access to food, clean water, medical treatment, and
education. Additionally, children are especially vulnerable, facing a
high risk of malnutrition, illness, and restricted access to safety
services and education (Hutchinson, 2005).

Rekindled in April 2023, Sudan's continuous conflict has
exacerbated humanitarian situations, damasged regional relations,
and increased political instability. The fundamental structural
problems, elite division, resource competitiveness, and weak state
institutions, remain unresolved in spite of numerous peace
initiatives. This study looks into how these internal dynamics and
the interests of regional actors keep the conflict going and prevent

a lasting peace.

Research Questions
1. What are the main causes and characteristics of the ongoing
Sudanese conflict?
2. How has the conflict affected Sudan’s humanitarian
situation and regional relations?
3. What roles have international and regional actors played in

either mitigating or exacerbating the crisis?

Objectives of the Study
1. To describe the origins and humanitarian effects of the conflict.
2. To analyse the impact of the conflict on Sudan’s diplomatic

and regional relations.
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3. To evaluate the role of regional and international actors in

shaping conflict dynamics and responses.

Literature Review

To analyse the complex nature of the Sudanese conflict and

its implications on regional relations and humanitarian stability, this

study adopts a dual-theoretical approach:

1.

Political Economy of Conflict Theory and Ethnic Conflict
Theories. These frameworks provide a multidimensional
lens through which both structural and identity-driven
causes of conflict can be analysed in the Sudanese context.
Political Economy of Conflict Theory: According to Collier
and Hoeffler (2004), economic goals, particularly control
over natural resources, are frequently the driving forces
behind both internal and external engagement in civil wars.
Regional powers like the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and
Saudi Arabia have expressed a great deal of interest in Sudan
because of its enormous gold reserves, oil transportation
routes, and advantageous location near the Red Sea. These
nations have used military and political diplomacy to gain
strategic economic advantages as well as regional stability.
For instance, international marine trade and South Sudan's
oil exports are directly impacted by the control of Port
Sudan. This approach aids in explaining how specific
economic considerations, rather than just ideology or
diplomacy, drive regional interactions. As a result, the report
strikes a compromise between a greater examination of the

economic motives driving regional engagement and
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extending the conflict and a humanitarian focus, particularly
on internally displaced people.

3. Ethnic Conflict Theory: The ethnic dynamics can be
understood through theories of ethnic conflict. The ethnic
security dilemma (Posen, 1993) explains how, in fragile or
collapsing states like Sudan, ethnic or regional groups often
perceive one another as existential threats, leading to the
formation of self-defence militias and preemptive violence.
This has been particularly evident in Darfur, the Nuba
Mountains, and South Kordofan, where mistrust and fear
have escalated localised conflicts into national crises.
Furthermore, instrumentalist theories argue that elites
frequently manipulate ethnic identities to consolidate
power, mobilise followers, or justify access to strategic
resources (Kaufman, 2006). In Sudan, both the SAF and RSF
have appealed to ethnic loyalties and regional grievances,
deepening fragmentation and undermining national
cohesion. Incorporating these perspectives allows for a
more comprehensive understanding of how identity-based
politics intersect with material interests to sustain violence

and complicated peace efforts.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design to explore
the complex and evolving dynamics of the Sudanese conflict, its
regional implications, and humanitarian consequences. The
qualitative approach is appropriate given the need to interpret

political, social, and economic narratives surrounding the conflict,
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rather than measure discrete variables (Creswell, 2013). The research
relies entirely on secondary data, including peer-reviewed academic
publications, policy reports, government and intergovernmental
documents (such as from the UN, AU, and IGAD), and verified media
sources. These materials were selected based on their relevance,
credibility, and publication within the past ten years, with a focus
on post-2019 developments.

To ensure the transparency and reliability of findings, data
from multiple sources were triangulated to identify recurring themes
and contradictions across different perspectives. Priority was given
to sources with institutional credibility, such as international
organisations and recognised conflict databases (e.g., ACLED, SIPRI,
UCDP). The study draws on an extensive and up-to-date body of
literature, including both scholarly publications and policy-oriented
sources such as UN reports, IGAD communiqués, and ACLED conflict
data, to ensure a comprehensive analysis of Sudan’s ongoing crisis.
While secondary data offer rich contextual insights, the study
acknowledges limitations, including potential bias in political
reporting and the lack of primary verification. Nonetheless, this
method provides a comprehensive basis for analysing patterns of
governance breakdown, external influence, and humanitarian

degradation in Sudan.

Data Analysis

The analysis employed a thematic content analysis
approach to extract insights from the collected secondary data.
Relevant documents and reports were systematically reviewed and

manually coded to identify dominant themes, such as political
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instability, resource competition, regional power influence,
displacement, and humanitarian collapse. Themes were derived
inductively, emerging through repeated readings and comparative
analysis across diverse sources. Differences in emphasis or
interpretation between policy reports, academic studies, and media
narratives were critically examined to capture both consensus and
dissenting perspectives. This method facilitated a nuanced
understanding of the Sudanese conflict by linking thematic patterns
to structural factors and actor motivations. Thematic clustering also
helped trace how domestic and regional factors overlap to produce

compounding effects on Sudan’s stability and diplomatic relations.

Findings and Analysis

The findings reveal that the Sudanese conflict is driven by a
convergence of elite rivalries, institutional decay, economic
opportunism, and regional interventions. The conflict between the
SAF and RSF is emblematic of deep-seated institutional weaknesses
and the fragmentation of military and political authority, aligning
with the political economy of conflict theory as articulated by
Collier and Hoeffler (2004). These rival factions are engaged in a
competition for control over Sudan’s lucrative gold mines, urban
centres, and strategic ports, which serve as both economic lifelines
and instruments of political leverage. The involvement of foreign
actors such as Egypt, the UAE, and Russia underscores the
regionalisation of the conflict. These countries support different
factions based on their geopolitical and economic interests. Egypt’s
support for the SAF is rooted in its interest in maintaining influence

over Nile Basin politics and regional security, while the UAE and
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Russia have backed the RSF to secure access to gold exports and
regional military influence. This dynamic aligns with de Waal’s (2019)
concept of the political marketplace, where external and internal
actors engage in transactional politics to consolidate influence.

Ethnic dimensions of the conflict further deepen its
complexity. Both the SAF and RSF have mobilised ethnic militias and
local alliances, drawing on pre-existing communal grievances. This
tactic mirrors the ethnic security dilemma described by Posen
(1993), where groups arm themselves in anticipation of attacks from
rival communities. The manipulation of ethnic narratives by political
elites, as described by Kaufman (2006), has contributed to cycles of
mistrust, displacement, and retaliatory violence, especially in Darfur
and the Kordofan regions.

The humanitarian consequences are catastrophic. According
to UNOCHA (2024), over 8 million people have been displaced, and
more than 25 million require humanitarian assistance. Health
systems have collapsed, markets have been destroyed, and food
insecurity is spreading. These outcomes are not merely incidental
but are strategically exacerbated by warring factions that weaponise
access to aid and infrastructure. In line with the political economy
framework, this use of humanitarian crises to control populations
and extract concessions underscores how violence is used
instrumentally.

Additionally, diplomatic attempts have been dispersed and
mostly unsuccessful. Competing regional mediation efforts by the
Gulf states, the AU, and IGAD are frequently influenced by the
strategic objectives of the interveners and lack coordination. The

constraints of international mediation in situations where the
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underlying political economy of violence is still present are reflected
in this incoherence in peacebuilding. As a result, every attempt at
resolution must start by addressing the systems that encourage
conflict and support war economies.

Overall, the integration of political economy and ethnic
conflict theories offers a coherent lens through which the Sudanese
conflict can be interpreted. The findings confirm that the war is not
solely a humanitarian tragedy or a power struggle but a complex
intersection of economic exploitation, identity manipulation, and
regional competition. Addressing these dimensions is essential for

any sustainable peace framework.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study has examined the 2023 Sudanese conflict through
the lenses of political economy and ethnic conflict theory, revealing
a complex interplay of elite fragmentation, economic incentives, and
identity-based mobilisation. The findings demonstrate that the
conflict is not a spontaneous outbreak of violence but a calculated
struggle over political authority, access to strategic resources, and
regional influence. The power rivalry between the SAF and RSF,
intensified by foreign sponsorship from actors such as Egypt, the UAE,
and Russia, aligns with the political marketplace theory, where
transactional alliances are used to sustain militarised competition.

The use of ethnic militias and the manipulation of identity
underscore the relevance of ethnic security dilemmas and
instrumentalist theories. These dynamics have aggravated longstanding
communal divisions and contributed to a massive humanitarian crisis.

Over 8 million Sudanese have been displaced, and humanitarian
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corridors remain restricted, reflecting a deliberate strategy of control
through deprivation.

Due to their failure in large part to address the structural
causes of violence, attempts at conflict mediation have remained
disjointed and ineffectual. Even if they pose as peacemakers,
regional actors frequently have strategic or financial goals to keep
the conflict going. There has been no continuous negotiation
between the main fighting factions as a consequence of mediation
efforts, which have been led by third parties like the African Union,
IGAD, and Gulf governments. These actors frequently work
simultaneously, which reduces their effectiveness and cohesion.
Due to mistrust and shifting alignments, direct negotiations between
the Rapid Support Forces and the Sudanese Armed Forces have not
resulted in long-lasting accords.

In conclusion, a sustainable resolution to the Sudanese
conflict requires dismantling war economies, reconstructing
inclusive political institutions, and neutralising the role of identity-
based manipulation. Future research should focus on localised
peace-building models, post-conflict reconstruction, and the
accountability mechanisms needed to prevent recurrence. By
anchoring policy and academic analysis in both economic and
identity-based frameworks, stakeholders can develop more
effective interventions that respond to the root causes rather than

the symptoms of Sudan’s prolonged instability.

Recommendations for Peace Mediation and Negotiation Strategy
Any Sudanese dispute resolution procedure must make a

distinction between negotiation and mediation. Future efforts must
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be more inclusive, transparent, and unbiased, even though regional
and international organisations like IGAD, the US, Saudi Arabia, and
Egypt have tried mediation. Under the new IGAD-led platform, direct
negotiations between key conflict parties such as Al-Burhan and
Hemedti should be revived, ideally grounded in their December
2023 agreements.

To prevent the impression of bias or political manipulation,
mediators ought to be chosen from impartial nations with no stake
in Sudan. It is imperative that the disparate projects that were
previously undertaken by various parties be combined into a single,
cohesive plan. All pertinent parties, like the armed groups,
opposition forces, civil society, and displaced communities who are
open to a peaceful, negotiated resolution, must be included in this
plan, which must represent a long-term political vision.

Rather than seeking revenge, the process should prioritize
national reconciliation and institutional inclusion. This means
integrating all legitimate actors, including those who were excluded
from the Framework Agreement, into the transitional government
and constitutional reform process. The overarching goal should be
to restore political, economic, and social stability, leading to a
credible transitional framework, the drafting of a new Constitution,
and national elections within two years.

Finally, peace negotiations must be anchored in a durable
ceasefire. Many early attempts failed because ceasefires were
violated or poorly enforced. Future negotiations should be
grounded in clear, monitored ceasefire agreements to ensure the

viability of political dialogue.
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In conclusion, a sustainable resolution to the Sudanese
conflict requires dismantling war economies, reconstructing
inclusive political institutions, and neutralising the role of identity-
based manipulation. Future research should focus on localized
peacebuilding models, post-conflict reconstruction, and the
accountability mechanisms needed to prevent recurrence. By
anchoring policy and academic analysis in both economic and
identity-based frameworks, stakeholders can develop more
effective interventions that respond to the root causes rather than

the symptoms of Sudan’s prolonged instability.
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Abstract

This study examines how Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs)
create and sustain moral, spiritual, and communal spaces for
reconciliation in two protracted ethno-political conflicts, namely,
the Nagas in Northeast India (NEI) and the Karen people in Southeast
Myanmar (SEM). Using Religious Peacebuilding Theory and drawing
from historical documents and informal conversations with FBO
leaders, the study analyzes how faith communities operate as
critical yet often overlooked peacebuilding actors. The findings show
that both movements emerged from similar colonial disruptions,
which helped shape early political consciousness and collective
ethnic identity. Although each community pursued self-
determination, internal fragmentation driven by ideological and
leadership differences complicated political negotiations. In these

divided contexts, FBOs created “sacred spaces” that nurtured trust,
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dialogue, and communal healing in ways state institutions often
could not. Among the Nagas, a largely Christian social setting
allowed faith-based actors to draw on shared ideas of forgiveness,
and covenant. This moral coherence gave them strong legitimacy to
mediate between rival groups, ease internal violence, and support
political dialogue. In the Karen context, where both Buddhist and
Christian communities shape social life, peacebuilders had to form
intentional interreligious partnerships. Faith actors worked together
to create inclusive spiritual and cultural spaces that encouraged
unity, strengthened resilience, and mobilized grassroots
involvement in peace efforts. The study concludes that FBOs
advance peace not only through theology but by creating sacred
relational spaces where divided communities can envision new
futures. Peacebuilding policy should recognize them as co-authors
of reconciliation, strengthen interfaith cooperation, and deepen

contextual theological training for conflict transformation.
Keywords: Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs), Karen & Naga People,

Northeast India (NEI), Peacebuilding Landscape, Southeast Myanmar
(SEM).
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Introduction
Faith has long shaped political resistance and reconciliation
in ethnically divided societies. The Nagas in Northeast India (NEI) and
Karen people in Southeast Myanmar (SEM) struggles illustrate how
faith-based actors influence peace trajectories in post-colonial Asia.
Although located in distinct state system, both communities
emerged from similar colonial encounters. They pursued self-
determination through early political bodies such as the Naga Club
(1918) and the Karen National Association (1880s), which later
evolved into the Naga National Council (NNC) and the Karen
National Union (KNU). Despite differing national contexts, both
movements center on ethnic identity, land, cultural preservation,
marginalization, and internal divisions that have complicated peace
efforts. While much has been written on their historical and political
trajectories, comparative studies remain scarce, particularly on the
role of Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs). FBOs have long contributed
to reconciliation and community cohesion in both regions, yet their
impact on peacebuilding is underexplored. This study therefore
addresses these gaps by asking:
1. What are the historical and political roots of the Naga and
Karen struggles for autonomy and identity?
2. How have peace negotiations evolved, and what roles have
FBOs played?
3. How do the trajectories of conflict and peacebuilding
converge or diverge between the two regions?
The significance of this study lies in its comparative analysis

of two long-running ethnic conflicts in South and Southeast Asia. It
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reveals the overlooked role of FBOs where religion and ethnic identity
intersect, showing how they shape peace processes. It also offers
practical insights for policymakers, NGOs, and theological institutions

on the potential of religious actors in complex political context.

Theoretical Framework

Scholars note that religion is ambivalent in conflict (Appleby,
2000). It can intensify violence, but it can also open pathways for
forgiveness, healing, and coexistence (Appleby 2000; Smock 2008).
Despite this dual role, the liberal-secular peacebuilding paradigm has
often sidelined religion and tends to treat religion mainly as a source
of conflict and ignores its constructive potential (Asadullah et al,, 2021,
Davie et al,, 2018). Philpott (2009) and Abu-Nimer (2001) stresses the
importance of engaging religious actors at all stages of peace processes.
Through narratives of repentance, covenant, and communal healing,
they help rebuild trust and reshape social relationships.

This study adopts Religious Peacebuilding Theory, which
positions religious actors and FBOs as central agents in conflict
transformation rather than peripheral supporters. The theory draws
attention to the theological, moral, and communal resources that
empower FBOs to act effectively in protracted conflicts (Appleby 2000;
Gopin 2002; Philpott 2007). FBOs exist in many forms, including
congregational initiatives and independent faith-inspired organizations,
with varying degrees of religious identity and institutional affiliation
(Bouta et al. 2005). They carry moral legitimacy, enjoy community trust,
and hold spiritual authority (Steele & Wilson-Grau 2016; Subbotsky
2016). These qualities make them effective actors in shaping
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reconciliation at both grassroots and elite levels (Bouta et al. 2005;
Rogers et al. 2008; Matyok et al. 2015; Lederach 1996).

Within this study, Religious Peacebuilding Theory serves as
the key analytical lens for understanding how Christian FBOs
influence peace trajectories in NEI and SEM. The framework helps
explain how FBOs such as the Nagaland Baptist Church Council
(NBCQ), the Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR), and Karen Unity
Building Group (KUBG) and One Voice of Kawthoolei (OVOK) have
brokered ceasefires, reduced internal violence, supported dialogue,
and provided humanitarian assistance. It also commented on how
spiritual authority, theological narratives, and grassroots legitimacy
enable these FBOs to shape reconciliation processes and political

negotiations in long-running ethno-political conflicts.

Research Methodology

This research is shaped by the author’s positionality as both
insider and practitioner. Having grown up in Nagaland has provided
intimate knowledge of Naga socio-political and cultural contexts,
while nearly a decade of work with Karen communities in SEM has
contributed valuable insights into their histories and political
dynamics. Although this positionality strengthens the depth and
authenticity of the study, careful attention has been given to
potential biases through the use of critical reflexivity to ensure
analytical rigor. Building on this foundation, the study employs a
qualitative research methodology grounded in a comparative case
study approach (Yin, 2017) to explore the protracted ethno-political
struggles of the Nagas in NEI and the Karen people in SEM. The
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research is designed to examine the historical and political origins of
these movements, trace the evolution of peace negotiations, and
analyze the distinctive roles played by FBOs in peacebuilding within
each context.

Data Collection was carried out through two complementary
methods. First, a wide range of historical, political, and organizational
documents were reviewed. These documents were analyzed through
thematic coding, with categories such as identity formation, state
responses, peace processes, and FBO engagement guiding the
analysis. Second, a total of nine informal conversations were
conducted—five with FBO leaders from NEI and four from SEM. These
took place in their naturally settings (Creswell & Poth, 2016), mostly
in workplace, after church services, and over the phone. Notes were
taken immediately after each engagement, and the content was
organized into thematic clusters such as FBO initiatives, negotiation
experiences, and perceptions of peacebuilding.

The study applies a structured, focused comparison across
both cases, examining them through shared analytical lenses:
historical foundations of conflict, trajectories of peace negotiations,
religious identity and mobilization, and the strategies and limitations
of FBO involvement. This comparative framework enables the
identification of both convergences and divergences, revealing how
similar ethno-political grievances evolve differently under India’s

democratic system and Myanmar’s militarized governance.
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Findings and Discussions
1. Historical and Political Roots of the Nagas Struggle in NEI

The Nagas, an ethnic group indigenous to NEI and parts of
northwestern Myanmar, have been at the center of longstanding
political conflict due to their demand for autonomy and self-
determination. The British first encountered the Nagas after the Treaty
of Yandabo in 1826, which led to British involvement in the region
(Venuh, 2005). Later on, the British sought to control the Nagas and
also conducted punitive expeditions to quell resistance (Chasie,
1999). The British had effectively subdued the Naga resistance and
established a formal administrative structure in the Naga Hills by the
end of the 19th century. The British did little to improve the socio-
economic conditions of the Nagas, but Christian missionaries, who
were permitted to operate in the region, established hospitals and
schools (Gupta, 2020). The missionaries’ efforts contributed to the rise
of an educated Naga middle class, distinct from traditional tribal
leadership. This new class began to transcend tribal loyalties and seek
collective political interests for all Nagas.

The early 20th century marked a turning point in Naga
political consciousness. During World War I, the British recruited many
Nagas as laborers and porters, and their experiences during the war
helped foster unity among the different Naga tribes. This sense of
solidarity led to the formation of the Naga Club in 1918 after they
came back home (Longchar, 2011). This formation was a significant
precursor to the Naga nationalist movement. In 1929, the Naga Club
submitted a memorandum to the Simon Commission, which was

investigating constitutional reforms in British India (Gupta, 2020).
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The memorandum requested that the Nagas be allowed self-
determination once the British departed. This demand later shapes
the political aspirations of the Nagas. Over time, the Naga Club
evolved into the NNC, which initially called for autonomy within India
and a separate electorate for the Nagas. As India gained
independence from Britain in 1947, the Naga issue intensified. Led by
Angami Zapu Phizo, the NNC declared independence from Britain on
August 14, 1947, a day before India's independence. This act of
defiance was a significant moment in Naga nationalism and initiated
the first major internal conflict in post-colonial India. The NNC
conducted a plebiscite in 1951, claiming that 99% of Nagas voted for
independence (Longchari, 2016). However, the Indian government
rejected these claims and viewed the Naga resistance as a law and
order issue (Srikanth & Thomas, 2005). The NNC responded by
establishing the Federal Government of Nagaland (FGN) in 1956, which
launched an armed insurgency to continue their struggle for
independence. In response, the Indian government deployed military
forces to the region and enacted several stringent laws, including the
Assam Maintenance of Public Order (Autonomous Districts) Act (1953),
the Assam Disturbed Areas Act (1955), and the draconian law Armed
Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in 1958 (Iralu, 2009). These laws
granted extensive powers to the military and resulted in widespread
human rights violations.

In 1964, the NNC agreed to a ceasefire with the Indian
government following appeals from the Naga Peace Mission, which
had been formed and led by a FBO, the NBCC, leading to 18 months
of negotiations (Srikanth & Thomas, 2005). These talks ultimately
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failed, as the Indian government insisted on solutions within the
Indian Constitution, while the NNC refused to accept anything less
than full independence. By 1975, the conflict escalated further
when President's Rule was imposed in Nagaland, and military
operations resumed. During this period, a faction within the NNC
leadership signed the Shillong Accord, which stated that the Nagas
accepted the Indian Constitution "without condition" and agreed to
surrender arms to facilitate future negotiations (Singha & Singh,
2016). However, this accord created a deep schism within the Naga
nationalist movement and infuriated many radical elements within
the NNC. Two prominent leaders, Isaac Swu and Thuingaleng
Muivah, openly rejected the accord (Das, 2007) and formed the
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) in collaboration with
Khaplang. The NSCN quickly rose to prominence as a powerful
political eroup. However, internal conflicts eventually led to a split
within the NSCN in 1988 driven by both ideolosgical differences and
personality clashes (Iralu, 2009). This division weakened the Naga
insurgency and led to the emergence of multiple factions. The Naga
political struggle and conflict, which dates to early British encounters
in the 19th century, has developed into a long-standing and
complex struggle for self-determination and independence. Despite
the creation of the state of Nagaland and multiple peace efforts,
ceasefires and negotiations, the conflict persists, marked by
intermittent violence and ongoing negotiations between the

Government of India (Gol) and various Naga factions.
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2. Historical and Political Roots of the Karen People Struggle in SEM
The Karen people, one of Myanmar's largest ethnic minorities,
comprise an estimated population of 5 to 7 million (Kham, 2021) did
not share a unified background during the pre-colonial Burmese
kingdoms or under British rule (Charney, 2009). Tensions between the
Karen and the Bamar majority, Myanmar's dominant ethnic group,
date back to colonial times. The British employed a policy of "direct
and indirect rule," (Aung-Thwin & Aung-Thwin, 2012) which positioned
Karen soldiers as agents of suppression against Burmese rebellions in
the late 19th century. When Burma was colonized in 1885, Karen
people, along with other ethnic groups, were recruited into the colonial
administration, including the police force, to quash Bamar nationalist
uprisings (Jolliffe, 2016). This sowed seeds of distrust between the
Bamar and the Karen tensions that continued post-independence.
Karen National Association (KNA) was founded in the 1880s
by educated Christian Karen elites, marking the beginning of the
Karen nationalist movement. Under the leadership of Saw Ba U Gyi
KNU was formed and followed the independence negotiations
between General Aung San and the British in January 1947 (Jolliffe,
2016). Aung San's talks with the British, however, did not address the
Karen demand for an autonomous Karen state. This lack of
recognition prompted the KNU to boycott the constitutional
development process. By July 1947, the KNU had formed the Karen
National Defense Organization (KNDO), preparing for armed
resistance. The conflict officially began in January 1949 when Karen-
Bamar tensions escalated into open warfare (Garbagni & Walton,
2020). In August 1950, Saw Ba U Gyi, the KNU's founding leader, was
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killed by the Tatmadaw (Jolliffe, 2016). Although the government
created a Karen State in 1952 (today's Kayin State), it failed to align
with the original demands of the Karen people.

After the country’s first military coup in the 1960s, General Ne
Win implemented the notorious “four cuts” strategy, which aimed to
sever insurgents from essential resources by cutting off food, funds,
information, and recruitment, a method inspired by earlier British
colonial tactics. This strategy aimed to sever ethnic armed organizations
(EAQOs) from their civilian support base by forcibly relocating thousands
of people from EAO controlled areas to sites near Tatmadaw camps.
Tatmadaw continued this strategy into the 1980s, causing widespread
devastation across SEM (Charney, 2009).

Following the military coup, Bo Mya rose to prominence and
became the KNU chairman in 1976 and remained a key figure until
2000 (Brenner, 2019). While he was a staunch Christian, his
marginalization of leftist ideologies and Buddhist members within the
KNU caused internal friction. During the late 1960s and 1970s, the KNU
forged alliances with other EAOs in a bid to form a federal, democratic
union of Myanmar (Charney, 2009). However, the Karen movement
was fractured by religious divisions. In 1994, a group of Buddhist
commanders within the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)
mutinied and formed the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA).
This led to further splintering of the KNU (Jolliffe, 2016). Between 1994
and 2007, various factions of the KNU broke away and signed
ceasefires with the government. The DKBA, originally formed by
Buddhist commanders, played a significant role in this fragmentation
(Smith, 1991). Throughout the late 1990s, the Tatmadaw intensified
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its "four cuts" campaigns, displacing hundreds of thousands of civilians
and establishing military bases deep within KNU-controlled territory
(Jolliffe, 2016). A significant number of civilians were compelled to
move to locations near military bases. Hundreds of thousands of
individuals sought refuge in refugee camps in Thailand or internally
displaced person (IDP) camps (Charney, 2009).

The Karen movement, initially a political and nationalist
endeavor, has consequently transformed into a prolonged struggle
that mirrors the wider ethnic tensions in Myanmar. Notwithstanding the
several ceasefires and peace accords that have been ratified, including
those involving separatist groups of the KNU, the Karen conflict persists
without a resolution, resulting in significant displacement of individuals
and continuous violence in SEM.

3. The Evolution of Peace Negotiations and the Role Played by
FBOs in NEI and SEM

Answering the second research question, this section
critically examines the evolution of peace negotiations in NEI and
SEM, with particular attention to the role of FBOs in these processes.

3.1 Peace Negotiation among the Nagas in NEI

A Chronological Synthesis

Peace negotiations between the Gol and Naga political
leaders began in the late 1950s but moved through cycles of
compromise and setback. Rising tensions led to military operations
and widespread human rights violations. In this context, churches
emerged as a stabilizing moral force (Aier, 1997). Responding to the
people’s suffering, NBCC formed the Naga Church Ministers’ Mission
for Peace in 1957 (Longchar 2011a). Around the same time, the Naga
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Peoples’ Convention (NPC) initiated the first major political peace
effort. Its 16-point proposal to the Indian government led to the
1960 agreement and the creation of Nagaland state in 1963 (Srikanth
& Thomas 2005). While moderates accepted this as progress, the
NNC rejected it as a compromise on the goal of full independence,
allowing the insurgency to continue (Das 2007).

The second major attempt to establish peace was in 1964
with the formation of the Nagaland Peace Mission, initiated by the
NBCC (Konwer & Rizvi, 2023). This mission successfully brokered a
ceasefire between the Gol and the Federal Government of Nagaland
(FGN), bringing a temporary halt to the violence (Das, 2007).
However, the peace talks eventually stalled due to deep-seated
mistrust and an unwillingness on both sides to compromise (Srikanth
& Thomas, 2005).

In the mid-1970s, the Gol declaration of a national
emergency created a stifling environment for the Naga insurgency.
A group of underground leaders entered negotiations with the Gol,
resulting in the Shillong Accord of 1975 (Dutta 2015). Some scholars
view the accord as a peace effort (Srikanth & Thomas 2005), while
others argue it was meant to divide the Naga national movement
(Longchari 2016). The NNC distanced itself from those who signed it,
leading to internal fractures. During this time, the NBCC helped form
the Naga Peace Council (NPC) in 1974, which submitted a
memorandum requesting a ceasefire (Longchar, 2011a).

In the 1990s, the NSCN (IM) became the dominant faction
and engaged in several rounds of peace talks with Gol in different
locations. A major shift occurred in 2003 when the NSCN (IM) held
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direct talks with Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. During his visit
to Nagaland, Vajpayee acknowledged the “unique history” of the
Nagas, signaling a more open approach to dialogue (Srikanth &
Thomas 2005). The 1997 ceasefire between the Gol and NSCN (IM)
reduced state-rebel violence, but clashes among Naga factions
continued through the 1990s and early 2000s, causing significant
casualties (Hindustan Times 2008).

Amid this internal conflict, the Forum for Naga
Reconciliation (FNR) emerged in 2008 as a Christian-led peace
initiative involving churches, civil society, and tribal bodies
(Chakhesang 2024). FNR sought to end factional violence through
Christian principles of reconciliation and forgiveness (informal
Conversation, FNR Convener, March 2025). A breakthrough came
with the “Covenant of Common Hope” at the Naga Peace Summit
Il in Chiang Mai, which led to the “Covenant of Reconciliation”
(informal Conversation, FNR Leaders, January 2025). This covenant
marked a major decline in intra-Naga killings and was widely credited
for reducing factional violence after 2009 (MorungExpress 2017,
2019). Baruah (2020) noted that while the 1997 ceasefire limited
state-insurgent clashes, sustained reconciliation only followed
FNR’s intervention. These developments paved the way for the
2015 “Framework Agreement” between the Gol and the NSCN (IM),
signed on 3 August 2015 (Roy 2018).

3.2. Peace Negotiation among the Karen People in SEM:

A Chronological Synthesis

The Informal peace talks between KNU and the government

of President Thein Sein started in 2011, however, this subsequently
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led to internal conflicts within the KNU (Kham, 2021). All factions
agreed on the aspiration for peace and the goal of political
negotiations. However, they disagreed on how closely the KNU
should work with the government and other EAOs. Distrust of
external influence had grown within the KNU during the 1990s and
2000s (Brenner, 2017).

In 2012, the 15th Congress of the KNU marked an important
shift in the organization’s political direction. New leaders were
appointed, and formal economic and development policies were
introduced (Jolliffe 2016). That year, the KNU also reaffirmed its
commitment to working with other EAOs toward a federal union
based on democracy, equality, and self-determination.

As part of broader unity-building efforts, a seminar was held
on the Thai-Myanmar border that brought together religious leaders
from different traditions (informal conversation, KUBG leader, March
2025). The aim was to involve religious actors in the peace and
reconciliation process. This gathering led to the formation of KUBG,
composed of 11 monks and 9 reverends tasked with promoting
unity among fragmented Karen factions (Burma News International,
2012; Karen News, 2012). The KUBG has since played a key role in
easing tensions among splintered Karen political groups. It has
helped mediate disputes, particularly those influenced by religious
divisions. It has also contributed to wider peacebuilding efforts
among the Karen people (informal conversation, KUBG leader,
February 2025).

In the same year, the KNU also signed a bilateral ceasefire

agreement as a strategic step toward organizational cohesion. This
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bilateral ceasefire laid the groundwork for subsequent negotiations,
both bilateral and multilateral, involving the KNU, other EAOs, and
the Myanmar government. These negotiations eventually led to the
signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in 2015, which
the KNU and several other EAOs endorsed as a milestone toward
inclusive peace (Kham, 2021). This shift laid the foundation for
ceasefires that continued through 2016, resulting in increased
development activities and local-level cooperation between the
KNU and the state. However, the Tatmadaw maintained a forward
military posture in ceasefire areas, eroded confidence in the
ceasefire. Throughout the peace process, divisions persisted within
the KNU (Kham, 2021; Thawnghmung, 2012).

Hopes for lasting peace collapsed after Myanmar’s 2021
military coup. The Tatmadaw resumed harsh military operations,
including airstrikes, village raids, and widespread violence. Armed
resistance intensified as ethnic armed groups, and the newly formed
People’s Defense Force retaliated. Fragile ceasefires and earlier
optimism for a political settlement gave way to renewed instability.
In this crisis, FBOs have continued to play a significant role. One such
actor is OVOK, which is led by a small group of religious leaders. It
has adopted a multifaceted advocacy approach that combines
grassroots engagement with international lobbying (informal
interaction, OVOK leaders, May 2025). OVOK promotes peace
through music and media activism under the 3Rs Movement—
Renew, Restore, and Rebuild. This initiative uses digital platforms to
spread messages of peace, healing, and cultural resilience (personal
conversation, OVOK leaders, March 2025). Through music
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competitions and community events, OVOK has mobilized youth,
artists, and local communities, offering creative spaces for
participation in the wider peace process.

4. Convergences and Divergences in Peace Trajectories

The peace trajectories of NEI and SEM reveal both
convergences and divergences rooted in their distinct historical,
political, and socio-religious contexts. This section aims to highlight a
comparative analysis of the Naga and Karen movements on how
colonial legacies, ethno-political aspirations, and state responses have
shaped their respective struggles for autonomy and peace.

The converging trajectories of the Naga people in NEI and
the Karen people in SEM, both regions experienced early encounters
with British colonial rule. The Nagas in 1826 and Karen people in the
1880s, which introduced modern political consciousness and
organizational frameworks. This led to the expressions of collective
ethnic identity and political agency in both the regions. The
aspiration for self-determination was formally articulated in the Naga
memorandum to the Simon Commission in 1929 and the Karen
demand for an autonomous state in 1947, coinciding with the
formation of the KNU. Similarly, both movements eventually
experienced fragmentation, marked by the split of the NSCN in 1988
and the emergence of the DKBA in 1994,

Each movement has pursued ceasefire and peace
agreements as strategic milestones. The Nagas entered a ceasefire
with the Gol in 1964, leading to further negotiations and the
Framework Agreement in 2015. The Karen struggle followed a similar

arc, with the KNU signing ceasefires with the Myanmar government
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and eventually becoming a signatory to the NCA in 2015. In both
cases, religious actors played significant roles in promoting peace, as
seen in the KUBG and church-led peace initiatives by the NBCC and
FNR among the Nagas.

Despite similar goals, the pathways and outcomes of the
two movements differ considerably. The Naga movement, while
also armed and fragmented, has seen stronger institutional
recognition within the Indian political framework. This is seen in the
creation of the state of Nagaland in 1963 and ongoing political
negotiations. In contrast, while a Karen State was formally created
in 1952, the Karen struggle has remained largely outside the central
political apparatus, continuing in the form of armed resistance and
limited autonomy.

Another divergence lies in state responses. The Indian
government's approach has oscillated between militarization,
evident in the imposition of the AFSPA in 1958, and political
engagement, culminating in the 2015 Framework Agreement.
Conversely, Myanmar’s military has consistently applied counter-
insurgency strategies such as the "four cuts" policy and has been
slower to integrate ethnic groups into a federal framework, despite
signing the NCA.

Religious dynamics have played distinct and influential roles
in shaping the peace trajectories of both the movements. In the case
of the Nagas in NEI, Christianity has functioned as a unifying force,
fostering a collective sense of identity and solidarity that has
undergirded the broader movement for autonomy. Predominantly

Christian FBOs have emerged as key stakeholders in the peacebuilding
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process, leveraging shared religious values, church networks, and
moral authority to mediate between conflicting parties and promote
reconciliation. Their theological frameworks and community
embeddedness have allowed them to play a sustained and credible
role in facilitating dialogue and advocating for non-violent solutions.

By contrast, the Karen people's struggle in SEM has been
marked by religious diversity, particularly between Christian and
Buddhist communities. This religious heterogeneity has, at times,
contributed to internal divisions within the movement, most notably
exemplified by the 1994 split that led to the formation of the DKBA.
Such divisions have complicated the cohesion of the Karen
resistance and introduced additional layers of complexity into the
peacebuilding landscape. Nevertheless, religious actors from both
Christian and Buddhist traditions have increasingly engaged in peace
initiatives, often working collaboratively across faith lines to
promote dialogue, address grievances, and foster social healing.
Their involvement highlights a pluralistic and interfaith approach to
peacebuilding that contrasts with the more homogeneous Christian-led
efforts in the Naga context. These contrasting dynamics underline the
critical role of religious identity in shaping nature, challenges, and
potentials of faith-based peacebuilding in ethnically and politically
contested environments.

Analyzing these trajectories shows that, although the Nagas
and Karen people movements share parallel timelines and strategies
in their pursuit of peace and autonomy, their diverging experiences

with state structures, internal cohesion, and socio-religious dynamics
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highlight the complexity and contextual specificity of ethno-political
peacebuilding in Asia.

A key theoretical insight emerging from this comparison is the
way Christian identity shaped collective action differently in each
context. Among the Nagas, a shared Christian worldview created a
common moral and institutional foundation that cut across tribal
lines. This coherence allowed religious leaders to speak with broad
legitimacy, mediate political fractures, and sustain reconciliation
efforts. In the Karen context, however, Christian identity did not
generate the same unity. Although many Karen are Christian, large
Buddhist communities hold parallel authority, and this religious
diversity intersects with longstanding political rivalries. As a result,
Karen society experienced deeper internal fragmentation, and faith-
based actors faced greater difficulty articulating a unified moral
stance. Peacebuilders therefore had to build interreligious alliances
to mediate tensions and support community cohesion.

These contrasts show that the effectiveness of faith-based
peacebuilding depends not only on theological resources but also
on the wider religious landscape and how it shapes ethnic identity.
State responses further influenced these dynamics. India’s gradual
movement from militarization to negotiation created space for
sustained religious engagement in Naga peace efforts. Myanmar’s
persistent militarized governance, in contrast, restricted the ability
of faith actors to participate openly and undermined earlier
ceasefire processes. Together, these contextual variations reveal

that religious peacebuilding must be understood within broader
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political structures and state-religion relationships, which either

expand or constrain the possibilities for faith-led reconciliation.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research examined the historical and political roots of the
Naga struggle in NEI and the Karen struggle in SEM. It shows how
colonial legacies, contested identities, and marginalization fueled
prolonged resistance to state integration. The study highlishted how
peace processes in both regions remain fragile despite repeated
negotiations. Central to the study was the role of FBOs, whose
grassroots networks, moral authority, and community legitimacy
allowed them to mediate dialogue, promote reconciliation, and fill
gaps left by state-centric or secular models. The comparative approach
revealed striking parallels between the two contexts, demonstrating
how faith-based approaches can offer context-sensitive alternatives to
conventional peacebuilding paradigms.

Key recommendations from this study include integrating
FBOs as co-architects of peace initiatives rather than treating them
as peripheral stakeholders. Practical implications include the need
to support interfaith dialogue, encourage grassroots reconciliation
efforts, and strengthen the conflict-transformation skills of religious
leaders through theological education and capacity building.

As an exploratory inquiry, this study prioritized breadth over
depth. While it contextualized the importance of FBOs in both
regions, it could not fully examine the symbolic, liturgical, or
theological dimensions of their peace interventions. Future studies
should therefore pursue in-depth case analyses of specific FBOs,
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their theological frameworks, and the ways these shape their
strategies for peacebuilding and community healing. Such research
would deepen understanding of how religious ideas and practices
can contribute more effectively to political negotiations, social

cohesion, and long-term peace in conflict-affected societies.
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Research Article

Peaceful Community Attributes: A Confirmatory Factor

Analysis of Public Perspectives in Pattani, Thailand
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Abstract

This study examined the definition and characteristics of a
Peaceful Community in Pattani Province and confirmed its structural
components from residents’ perspectives. A mixed-methods design
was employed. The qualitative phase involved in-depth interviews
with 12 key informants, including local government administrators,
community leaders, SBPAC officials, and community development
scholars, complemented by an eight-person expert focus group.
The quantitative phase surveyed 150 residents aged 20-60 using
a multi-stage sampling method. Data were collected via a questionnaire
with a reliability coefficient of .812 and analyzed through Confirmatory
Factor Analysis (CFA) using JASP. The findings indicate that the
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characteristics of a Peaceful Community in the context of Pattani
Province comprise five dimensions, which are strongly supported by
empirical data (x2 = 158.312, df = 96, p < .001, x%/df = 1.649, CFl = 1.015,
TLI = 1.137, RMSEA = 0.038, SRMR = 0.053) with factor loadings ranging
from 0.84 to 0.93. The dimensions, in order of descending factor loadings,
are as follows: 1) Leadership (0.93), with key indicators including
vision and legitimacy, ethics, and moral authority; 2) Emotional (0.92),
with key indicators including self-awareness and understanding of
others, acceptance and understanding of social and cultural diversity,
and connection to local belief systems; 3) Intellectual (0.91), with
key indicators including commitment to non-violence and the use of
peaceful conflict management processes and mechanisms; 4) Physical
and Economic (0.89), with key indicators including income security,
economic participation, self-reliance, access to physical infrastructure,
and equitable access to public health services; and 5) Social (0.84),
with key indicators including comprehensive participation in development
processes, social awareness and collective action, acceptance of
diversity and peaceful coexistence, and social interdependence.
These findings provide an empirical framework for developing and

evaluating Peaceful Communities specifically in Pattani Province.

Keywords: Peaceful Community, Peaceful Community Attributes,

Confirmatory Factor Analysis, Deep South of Thailand

- 101 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

uni

“dufiagu” vise “duRnm” (Peace) WunnAuazminedugan
Anndsauusnsaun Tneduiaulalldmnefafissudnisunmnases
vionnuuusslaeasuvintiy uidinseuaquisnmzvesdeauiitiennm
AuEonAABINALINGED Tainm mugRsTIy uasmudTusAUT AN
ANUTULTITIRaYARD dnu uazAIwIndey (Galtung, 1969) Faty
nsassdnnduiguisiadunnnndndmng uoigafumusienudisa
wazidunszurumsandanlunisudluaudaudesae (Lederach, 1997;
UNESCO, 1998) luusundsinwesuaunials Ugmeauliasulazainu
FoudanadsnuldBadouuiund 20 U fefinnududounazifitost
Yaduneanunisidlies Aaun Jausssy wazdsyiRenans n1sasieyuoy
dufguluiiuiidiadunssuiumsiifienuddyediedsiideedean
suilonnynmeau liiasdumeds rurtesdiu ssdnsmeusznndae
wazUssr1vu

uuIAATeY Peace Studies uaznnsasredanuduiauitiugii
ANUAIAYYBIANULANDNIALALANNYRATITUNINEIAN NTTEIUTINYVE
JU1¥NNNNAN N158BUTUAIIUNAINNANENITHUSTTN KaENITATI
ANUFURUSITIUINTEN A BnYuYY (Galtung, 1996; Christie et al.,
2008) TnsiamizogsBannedihguldsumstidiunumddylums
Juiinanalseauaanuunnaa eI musITIwas mEUT LEsuas19AY
Hdla uazadaussdumalaliandnguuusmiofuiioauawuay
AudsBu (Lederach, 2015) Miiderewntih e Wattanapradith (2018)

a v

Tauauensaulifyuruduiau 5 91u laun Tfniene dan1edany

q

o

fiAn1dnla dfnedeyeyn wazdingi

-102 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

pedlsfinn whedinsouunfnmand uidsasdivosiedunn
dladsinifenfunudnuusgmuduigunpuemosluiiuilaense
wazndoulesndnvugmaniididuuTunmedanu iasugha uas
Famssuidudounaziduondnuaivesdiniavouauniald 1uves
Lederach (1997, 2015) LﬁuwmmaqQﬁﬂﬁm?ﬁﬂumia%ﬂmwmmuﬁuﬁ
Turnefinuitonastudliduinnediindmusss fnasiiidedo
waznIsfidusinvesinmauiduteddgsonisadsanulingda
LLaxmiﬁuvjmmﬁuﬁuﬂuizéﬁ’Uﬁqmu (Budde & Eickhoff, 2022; Haider,
2009) FadudsndnduegrsddumsBusudwssdndluniundmindami
waziflesanarmdudeuvesuiuniuil uaranudidulumsvheudla
‘ﬁzazuqmaﬂL“z‘mqmmwmaqsqmuuaz%aa@Lﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ‘%mm@ﬂmaa%ﬁamsﬁﬂmf‘j
Fal¥n5idunuunauis (Mixed Methods Research) 1t elsianansn
Ainnenadnuazgusudufiguesinseunquitiulsvaunsaiua
anuAafiuesdauluiiuil saonsunsrmTaeuATIgndsvadlasIasg
D9AUTENDULTIEDA
NUsZAA
1. wiefnwidouuarqudnvausyuvududguluvium
Jndalaniil
2. e udussAUTENoUA A NYUEYLYUAUR G YN HLIBS

Uszul U Indmnnl

- 103 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

N1SNUNIUITIUN TN

lunsAinwaudnuazyuvuduiauluusundmiandnantd fleu
gvhmsmumanssunsaiifedeaiteduwumdumsinm Sngaviden
wodaUiil

1. YS9gunanadndag Inus ssuMeduRn WA NI TN

83ANsgLaln (UNESCO, 1998) laesnguuuifn “Imusssy
WisduRnIn” (Culture of Peace) TavsjaAsurudansanninusssauns
ANATULEYANUTULSIUENN 508 S UDEUTDINDIVINUNANANLLANGINS
g uauAnLazn1snszy Tasiavea deniiugiu 9 Uszns leu
1) mu3n (Love) Feagiaunnnuaisle mnusuinvou wagn1siduaay
2) Anungan (Compassion) Afumpauazsiewde 3) mmanudur
(Harmony) #iadanudinlauavausiuile 4) mnuesndu (Tolerance)
TumsimsnuageensuauaInaiy 5) anselalduazuusiu (Caring
and Sharing) Wi eduasuanalalifuunsa 6) nsfiamerfedatunasiu
(Interdependence) finendnaunudrunilwesmenlan 7) mssaumnd

a a

gy (Empathy) snumsmsuiinuazidiilagau 8) Imiaana (Spirituality)
Afunswannglusaze arianduuysd way 9) Anulasud
(Gratitude) fiazviounssesuLarMTUTLUNU MBS ULA AU Adloy
wenifadunnguddyresnsaisdinuduiuiiaeg uuain ana

Wla warn150g33iueg1aNALNAWTINA1IANAINTANY

v
aY v 1

Tuusundagdu wndeilagnuaiudidunsensimuseau
ana Wrutuinen1siauTgeu (Sustainable Development Goals:
SDGs) Ingangegegadmaned 16 (SDG 16) Nyfatunsdasudny

NaUgILazATOUAgUINEN SR TEEY MsddemugRsssud iy

-104 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

NNAY Lazn1sasan tuniusednsna danusuiayeu wavasoungu

Y 1%
v a A o I

Tunnszavdiinendridufnmdusnngiunivieldlddmiunisussanis

Ao oa

Neu1g98u (United Nations, 2015)

v a

2. wurfansieRuaieynvudufgy

9

) [ N o 1

“quyuduiiay” 1ludenundefisddn “dui” wlain Auas

a

Feazdanuaeanay A anvzdufduniglu (Inner Peace) 138

9

a ] =3

Fondn dufguaiueu vunedis mnuddn anneiian aswdumeluisla

q

a

wazdnuarduURgUN18Uen (External Peace) visafisendn duRaudiudsny

vinefa anngiiyana dau vdelan Lif madeadeudetuuagiu
fimusn anddad desain wnsnludnsuywevu laaunuasugy
fAnINAMANTUSTIR 1wy sogsmiusgsduiigy Gednunfanann
LﬂuamazﬁL“f]uﬁaizmﬂmigﬂﬁuﬁguﬁmmqma n1930 ety ey
N99An (Wasi, et al., 1996)

Galtung (1996) leuususzinnvasduiinin wiodufiay eanlu
2 Usztan Ao 1) dufnmnnsau (Negative Peace) wunefs n1suUsAaIn
PN IENTIBUARALAENAL WaYNITUTIFAINAINTULIITNATIAINS
fudlsiviu wu mnallgRssaluseuy mnalimnfiesmenfng maun

a

v3elATugAa 2) §uRn1myNauIN (Positive Peace) vanufis nnzfidsny
firugdsssu Taanmdieda inswludvduywevy wazusiaaneiy
suussddlasiadinsognauiiass Saduannefifesadsassdiuan
wuIARIBIFUR NWTIUINlATUN SRR BB e lasaaI Ty
\ATugANansuazduRnIn (Institute for Economics and Peace) Falgiaue
nIoUAURNIMAIUIN (Positive Peace Framework) UsgnausietdInan

W Sguanvihnulas n1snszaenineInseg ey wazn1seeusy

- 105 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

avisvesfou 1Judu Jsaenndeuazaseunguiifinnusiunsmansugia
01913 GUNN YU warnaidies nsouuuARaTelysditiugiin “qumy
dudge” L*f]ué’muﬁmmiaa%ﬂamazﬁLﬂuﬁaszmﬂﬂﬁgﬂﬁuﬁguﬁgqmq
me medn ety wasnsdean SuRntuldannisimunauiiung
lunnaueg1ayINnIg

3. finnuaneuzuazunumdinlunisaireduigy

9

TusuIdpes Wattanapradith (2018) ladaasiginaumnuie

a

o "guyuduigy’ senidunseudid 5 Muilaenndeafunsimuiuuy
psrmnazdnadudselovdlunisfineluviunUszmelne Toun 1) i@
119me (Physical Development) axvioufisnruduiusvasnuiudundon
n1anenIN Taufsnuuaslueinuaznsdifmdneans 2) Hdma
&3mA3 (Moral Development) @91 0UNgANITUNITLARNIDDANIIAIAL
N3egTINAY N13EANNSH ANNEETRR wazAuUTInaslugLyy 3) I
A1uInla (Emotional Development) @giaun1siauiniglunuiesiaeg
odanudouarifiainsuiaiedu iedainardalalidunningan
wazanis 4) A utgn (ntellectual Development) @gvouNeNs
uidapmietynn nsdviniulan uazmsususdhfunsiasuudas

aa

Inedanesnundyusy way 5) ARnugi (Leaders) agviouunuimdAgy

G
vau{naauaz i yurulun1 s ngRui IR uAN Nt A
a¥eduiian Tnewiuil ausssy Idevimd wazsinund
unumvesgilunisaiieduiialasunisatvayusgatnio
MUY Lederach (2015) Feliiuinfinviestufoussiuindouddiy
Tumsadennalindaaranuamuduiluiuiitauds uenand vuves

o

Budde uay Eickhoff (2022) 53ufla Haider (2009) §aguduinnizgin

- 106 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

\BaAU533U (Ethical Leadership) mMsUjus 'é'iy’qa&guumﬂgmﬁ%’wm (Faith-
Based Practice) waganuiiueniiula (Compassion) sululladodidey
sonsiaiuadismulindauazanuduegfifvessumy Ussfuwenis
arumingeg9BdluuTundsiadenni sdimnuvanvanemataus sy
uazfesnsgihfianunsauszaumauaniaiielUgduiauioniu
MTMUMIISIN TS T WLl asdnsounuifaiuguus
msanuAudnuazguvuduRguluiiund mialaanidndusieadnistudu
Faszdndlagionns ielilfesduszneviiazvioumnududounesiads
susnuiursmalesugia dsew 3ele Jayan uaglnoiamnzegnsdanniziin

P ] & & Ao
V]LGUlILLGU\‘iLLﬁgLUUﬁiiﬂﬂuWUWfﬂﬂﬂaﬁl’J

A5A8UN15IY

AN 8ATIU TSl gUITITLUUNATUIT (Mixed Methods

Research) kuumua1nu (Exploratory Sequential Design) AMuKUIAAYD

[

Creswell and Plano Clark (2011) HREsnaumsisosed

L miﬁﬂ‘mﬁsn:uLLazQmﬁﬂwmvﬁamué’uﬁamiuu‘%w%’mi’m{‘]mmﬁ

q

ada v o

1¥357%ifnmnm fneandenisivesd

=De

[

1.1 nMsdunualdedn glvideyananAnifensieisn1sianzas

Y
Dugdiunummihalungulangunianudilidesndn 5 U Sruau 12 Au

Usenausig 1) gusmsmbenuniasgluiud 3 au 2) fguyulasgul

srnsUnATEEILIRiY 4 AU 3) Wi dnagudeuemsusmsimin
YIYUAUAIAL 2 AU waz 4) WNIYINTT AU TRLYLUluiug 3 Ay

nsauAInNluNSFUN1EallALN9INNNSELATIZALDNANTHAZINUATENINTY

wRgfunuanvuryusuduRgu 5 48 laud TAnunenmiasesugie

- 107 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

o [

fanedeay dan193nla Tanestae waelifgul vnsinsgivaya

Y

a

el mlanmkasinyin Lﬁus'wﬁmmLLazﬂmﬁﬂwmzsqmuﬁumm

q

1.2 msaunuinguiiiednndinsdemnazaudnuar g
dudguluuundaniadnnd guimndidufifanuiiasszaunisal
nssflunuAgafunsiaiuadisdeanduiqu sudalitesnii 5
U 8 A Usenaueig UnInmsenuduRfnw dnivinisaiunsien
yuv fiuruiasfinosnsunasesdausiesiu ntuagunadangy
a%maﬂmé’ﬂwmwmué’uazjmﬁy’q 5 41 Lﬁaﬁﬂ%aaqﬂﬁlﬂa%waquaa‘umu
drusunsinudeyayuueswasssysunonudn vz gTuduRaY

2. Mitudussiusznaunmdnus TR URAYINYLIBIUTE YV
Tudawdatiani 1495330deU3un fneandenisidodsd
nausegsAoUsEITLToNgsEIng 20 - 60 U flediweglu
Jandadned 91w 150 au Tedeimuavuinngudiegneainnisld
e U lunsiaseiosAUseneudsfudiy (Confirmatory Factor
Analysis) Fongusagna 100 - 150 auduld elilunaiirnuadesly
n1sUsEaNMAT (Hair et al., 2010) uagldisnsdungudiegrauuunany
Fupeu (Multi-Stage Random Sampling) ﬁuﬁﬁu%’aaﬂaﬂisﬂauﬁw
suangldrnlus suneszvda shuainzdu sneuee sualinde
sunelanlng fuatenes sunevuesdn duadunesgldy sunelos
Unontl guvuae 30 Al

N13AUTIUTIT oy ald LUUADUN NN NNBIVDIUTZY 1 YU

Aasanvazgurudufguluusundmdadanii 5 48 laun Tavnenienn

o

wawlAswgna Tan1edeny favnednle Tamedaya wagdfisi sudau
5

20 9o fdnwazidusnasidiuusyanaa (Rating Scale) 5 S¢AU AULUY
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Y9aAIATY (Likert Scale) leiun wiusheannilan iushe o9 wWiusedes
wagliiiuge wuuaeunulfitunInTIvaeuAMAMEILANLLTIENSS
Faiflevn (Content Validity) Tnefdemadunsiasuadsuruduiay
AU siaRaLazn15Id8 T3 3 v flA1 10C 9g5¥1I1e 0.67 A
1.00 Fsiunausinisiansaynde wagldihuuuasuanilunaaeddiv
Usgnulu 2 guu Tiun gurutuuikes sualdings sunslaning
LagyuIuTLUDMIes Muavones sunevuesin fmiadnni dalaily
naufenaazAuTIUINTeYATIY $1u 30 4a wagliinan ATz
Anaudiesiu (Reliability) fredsuszanamdulsyaviuearvesnseuunn
(Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient) Iienaud esfutsatuwirifu 0.812
Mndudafuiuuvaeunuiduatvanysaluashlulfifununuteya
fungudiegdluniside
n15iATIERdeyaliismlneiesAusenoulsudu (CFA)
WlenmagoumnuaenadesvedlunaauuAguiudoyadaszdny iy
TUsunsu JASP Anafidildnsadeunazaugenndainauniuvesliing
auuAguiuteyalieUszdny Usenausie x2 p-value > .05, x2/df < 3,
Al inAUnaunauUTEUWIgY (CFI) = 0.90, Aail Tucker-Lewis Index
(TLD) > 0.90, Adrdaunanmedeulunsuszanmamiines (RMSEA)
< 0.05 uagAFTlsNINAsHILTeIA A BAsansesdLAMAD (SRVR)
< 0,05 uonanil arummadluwalnefinsanTnAALdesiu (CR) = 0.70

UALAIALATATIUTTY (AVE) > 0.50 (Schumacker & Lomax, 2010)
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HaN1539Y

Tumsiauenamside diauemaingUszasdniide fed

1. deuuazananvayuvuduiguliuusundmialdaniil

HANITIATIETRNAINFUNMYAILAYAUVUINGY AansaduATIEN
T "gruduiay’ luuundsiadamdimaneferuiiandnause
T3 inegsuiuegisay sausulumnuuandisvainvagvesiulas iy
fanuandnd Usesne uaziaswlundnanuviniesy laounudifguey
Fuiguluguvudonalnnisdanisanudauds feyuvudosduumianis
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femuduiusidslanadiserinandnlugusuiudundomynameni
Tneflsitoyaiuinnasnuasddyuesdintfe armlunmmuasysioves
g Felildineguaneldvity winseunquisaruannsaluns
siluanssuiiysanmsdhdusudaes wsvgie wasdinaivetodaauna
Saduandnlugurudosdiunuimesiuiaidunsuddammansegia
VDIMUBY HIUMANMITIWAR T3 waeTawsuuselend dnalntumsusms
ININUINBURENTUTEENTA N WU N13aT1eTelalarn1sIANITNUIIN
nnensyuru Faduluvunngiuresnnuansauaz ity idaiud

= 1

fog uoNIINTGFITINDINTHAUN1IEYUVUNA #1115 UTNITAY
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gunnewdyegaNanIAkarNIng g liveyanatugndn “guay

3 U 9
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w1z 10 nudldiweewe lonaivglunseviimaiude anvlug w5ovh

- 110 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

o19nilligndasissieeas.. sedluianamuliueey aiadmsnn 9 aig”

(Hlideyanui 5)

o A v = a

fifnedenn Wussduszneuddyazrieuingfinssunisey
safuvesadnluyuvy Inoglvideyaiiuingadnuusunundniidaaiy
ANUFNRUSNIUINTUYNYY A N158OUTUAIULANAIY NITANTHAIY
winlen nszurumsildusmvesury nsfannorfefuresandnly
WY wagn1siadeusiuiuveaungntuguyy

1) MsgausunIIKANg 1 Jlideyaiiuinaunlugurudesd
AU lakagutenuuansdtaainvagludiisng q Wy e 918
tug mau Saussan ArwAn wageude) uarlinseeusuiidunaln
Tumsiasuaseanudundanedan é’aﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁagaLﬂué‘;ﬁammﬁﬁfymaa

s

N159¢ TIUAUVUNAWANUNAINNAY “AIINUANGH 1ITOY I YIFHUG

9

mIaU Sassu ANWAR ATE AINASNET InATIUANA19AY YirA9nTIN
hugnusauiulalm Tuguwudanssueslsthaiaaasulinuiuansg ey
wemau) Suusssy AILTe ASsIeTuusIAInsSuT AUl (T
Foyanuii 2)

2) maArswAIuYuTey | ideyaiuinaudnluyuyudes

U

Y s
o =< = v A v a

Aflsfwdniiugiuvesdnaasanuduuyed dedadldsunisiusesuas

'
(%

AuATesaINnnuIEegaisuiulaglidnisidenU iR deieidu

q
¥

fiugugnnuefsssunasduiiqu Asdneganisasiounuiiu . 47457
wosSosnanyinieuiy auynaulugusuinieusy dufufians o
I8sumanasainsene 9 veesgimniiensudae..” (litoyanui 4)

3) NsrUIUNITIAIUTINYRIYNYY H Teyalauainau1dnly

YUYUADIRANIBONTINTHAIUTINBE1IRTaUARUTUNNTUABUDINS

- 111 -



Msasanudandazdufrne
77 4 atuil 2 nsngreu - SuAu 2568

A Sauin1sinsedidym Ny uiinsiuusslevdsau iy
iieliineuaussnufiosnsuazaonadesiviinsiiduiinuassimnd
vosandnluguvy fsenuiiuiin “Fudgvlugumy fdasoudimulu
sauRpeTdont dosnemas Memiuluguoy . Anmuuduigues
iindulddounannssuaumsiidausuluguy” (lidoyanui 3)

4) nysitewrendesuvesaFalugury Taouiuinguyudes

= (%

fnasnuarauduimildafioaty anusnanuandad nstaemde
Fatunaziu laitor3aenuiou Fanusdiu uandsuBeuiuazdenen
osfaudunfudiolugeruduegiin Wumsassioufernusosnsitus
Anudusiusluedn “..Awsh ArwahAsuluguYY Tawa1AuAy
Toslsiuvathuemdeony mfiousnluedn uvuihhlugdmuduiguls”
(litoyanui 2)

5) Msdadgusiuiuvesaninluyuyy aundninnuda A
e uazgaumsaisniulunsjsaiesmnuduuds asfad Usewnss uas
anaduiassionu afeusmfuiinnuddyeddutidings “Gnises
Aapnluidoaaguy GasmuAnuiv gaunisalvesnuluguyuaziod
iuluTumadeatu Geaslugiuiauls egmeuiiinlsnszuin tialan
pulugurudasinnufnlunnieiu destunuviemaeoruyulogls”
(§ldoyanuii 2)

#An193nla azvieufsmsiwudndridnuaznisiulanisensual
vosandnluguey Tasdiugmanmadilanuesdlagdu anude

AUASVISIMUNANAEUIUI R D AN Bl Y Fudusngiudfy

YoIN15RgTINAUOENTUR Tnenuindiosdusznaundn 2 Usens loun
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1) nradlanueauazdrlogiu audnvarivnefnisfiaindn
Tugswudandnny AN uazmLLANA1YeIALLEY iDL
sadlagauiiienudouasanuaivsifiunnistu annsodeasls
Whlanseiu wazuSusintuyarafivindeuls dsnudiuiiin “dudgols
doudly lownlas) whlaluaaiuumngsvesunazauusasauluimioun
LimdlourudausiogTurioausinds nandlaimiousy ulafgniagen
laiwdlounu [egludipu animiuanasusimi duswdlannulumidouiy
voausiazauil Aogsamiils” ¢lidayanui 2

2) 3aAsnsmvisiasau \Hunseeuiusnguvesnnuifeuas
A fivanamansluviesiu Gadunenlugsuuuunisdndudinny
wdnemau uvasysnansydudndnualvesyury wazaslidsana
HunwIansssuvesdseslng fsmnuiiudiin . demuilnmmainvate
mesmusssuT s uthludesnsimauntuniosdamidel inlo
Worsnsalumauila FUFvGmwmanmauiiu udansiauludny
luysauivarnvaremau s1geusulunsufvivsen1sioginvenui
senismielsl msaildeseessuus” Glidoyanuil 2)

fameteyyn azvioufspnuanansavesyuvulumslinssuiunis
amudaiewitam fauinalnnisinnsanudauds wasusudauie
ogmeldimauAsundamsdsnulfesnadud Tnowuindosdusznaundn
2 Ysems loun

1) mslailgmauguusalunsuddgm audnvasdyaiumsi
YUIUNIN1B8NTDIT YT BLUINIINITIANTANNTALE Sl U ias
nskdanuguusmemenmusidentilayaivaznalnddasiasislunis

wideym Wy Mm3rsasieses waznisinandedeiinm Ay ideyanar
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“..07990 NIRRT IVYNYY dn13dnniseglsiunaninndu
alng/dnni5351n Fedoyailieyigudinaindenimtszrivu a1u759
Ansiavegla” (Flteyanui 1)

¥
= ¥ =

2) MsUsUdIgnIsivAguuUAY Audnuaztlazioutian1siaun®n

lugsvusansoanisanunegteunIsuUuRnulndiuanmand ouwae

v A

anunsalanee MAeTwiesnwimLaunavesdin Jadutlededdeyi
lugnsegsauiuetnvasugy Manudiung “egsaunudeusugud)
Ay desusuguludeiaaviulansadulild SesldedaAgyamsvuaus
guludsau vnitunanunisalersdediaunarududarie iudenariiie
P 2 S - v o A A ' o o =
ayennutledu AdeIndunisusuduienasesTaunulilaludinud

UANIAINYAIENININUSTIN” (§lvdeyanui] 3)
Aag

v

1 avvioudsunumddguesiiigusulunsimiaindnly
a1u1sneg SudulaviiunasaunaInratenIeTaus Iy tnewuidn
audnwurddyesliaide nisinrizguiniedudgy Taofiided
ANNANNIAlUNTAUATANIAMAENSIT U SALTNUYTBN5Y
safuluyusy denhwiguwuliauisaufuifaungunae ngssileu
ngvaneegninusITNatesTs waglinnudidyiuanuauenia lag

(g o

FudmsufoRmariidunsadausivasanuuidoioliundagn
seitilideyanan “duigelusmugihadgmsizdmnigiidnasssy
93g535u YU wAg st Teuiigndas gnnguie luersmendieulas
Adedntuuvvesaliussmmuldssdunidouds Agidosiniudaios
mliAnaudguluyuyudae eradunisaaienssy yadunm sy

weduasunIusnlasusesmesiuluvgtulugusy” (lvideyanui 3)
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a

2. NaNTIATIZRIAUTENBUTE U URMIAN BT YU BURUREY

MnyuvesUszrvuludamiainnnd deil

Nan15IlATTiesr Uszneuldsdudus usunt ail ensiaaey
aeAUsENRUAMENBzguYUFURauIINyuLBIUsEvuludmIatdnni

a

fusznause 5 aaduszneu TiuA TAmesmenmuasiaswgia GAnede
finn1edala SAneleyeyn wazdadun 9 ndonnuiianun 20 4o nu
lnaauyiguliaenndesiutoyalisusedng (x2 = 928.410, df = 160,
p < .001, x?/df = 5.803, CFl = 0.660, TLI = 0.596, RMSEA = 0.179,
SRMR = 0.163) §3d839U3uTuiaa Inefinnsananmsdademauiiiien
dhwinesAUsznau (factor loading) #ndn .5 leud dfnedeay (2 $0)
wagdldgi (1 9) wasiansanadvtnsuuud (V1) Snsusuliil covariance
5¥NI9dWmAe (Residual) ndenisusunuinlunaiinugennaesniu
%@Ha@ﬂﬂiﬁfﬂﬁ (x2 = 267.507, df = 103, p<.001, X2 /df = 2.597, CFl =
0.912, TLI = 0.883, RMSEA = 0.103, SRMR = 0.104) LLaBLﬁaﬁﬁﬂim’]
A mFunNdesiu (CR) wuindaranuidesiulngsauviniu 0.883
(HAN1NEAMLAZIATEENY CR = 0.883, 1Ain19Tnla CR = 0.851, JAgh
CR = 0.840, {iAn9dsan CR = 0.822, kaziian1alya CR = 0.795) uaz
74 5 aeFUszney dan AVE 9Ej58MINg 0.691 - 0.725 FariunATiaNAsHIY
azfiouisnunmvestadniuurazsenisiiundefosndu wansi
p9AUsTNOUAMAN W urUAURgUIINYNLIUsTu sUluTm Tadnnnll
1 5 77 Swandendedniy 17 memsfiansnesuietoyadsydng
fegnaflusransnmuaziidede wazidefinnsanaiminesduszneu
vasita 17 Fofanu wuinildiegsewing 064 - 091 feArueniaAey

UIATFIUTENIN 0.047 - 0.212 AN1snaaeudedAynIaaiAvednn
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Y

Unidnesrusenau JA19813I19 7.592 - 19.581 fiandedrAyvisana
AU .01 NNeN (A Z>1.96) Fapn519i 1

v v v [

HANTSIHATIEY0AUTENOUITIH USUBUAUARIVRIA AN WY
guyuduRguanyutesUssasuludmindani 5 asduseneu lawn I@
VINENINLAZLATEENY AAnI1edeny TAn1edala Tanadaq waziis
fih wulluwaiianuaenadasnaunduiuteyaidasedng (x2 = 158.312,
df = 96, p<.001, , x¥/df = 1.649, CFl = 1.015, TLI = 1.137, RMSEA = 0.038,

SRMR = 0.053) ansau v uALesiu (CR) wuinlunan1sinaaeinye

&

yuruduiguinnudedulasuindy 0.865 @An1anienmuay
WisEFAa CR = 0.901, Uin193sla CR = 0.872, fiAn1sdsau CR = 0.853,
17 CR = 0.880 wazdiainialayayn CR = 0.820) Taeita 5 peAUszROY
fifn AVE agjszaring 0.718 - 0.837 Fsruinausianasgiu azvioudianainv
voslunaurets 5 asdusznaviiundedeniniu uasiilefiarsune
dinesdusznauesis 5 asdUssnounudi fleegsiing 084 - 0.93
osfUszneufiiamimiinesdussnouanniian ¥un esduszneulifiin 093)
sotasulann eeAUsznouliAn1sdnla (0.92) ssrdsznaudanielag,
(0.91) 2eAUTENBUTANIINIEANLAZLATEFAR (0.89) WazeIRUsenaullf
msdanu (0.84) Inevnesdusznauiideddynisadffisedu 001 ynan
(A1 Z>1.96) uanviesduszneuyndfiduesduszneuiddnuonadnua

guyuduAguluusunImiatdnnid Awm1s199 1 waznindsenau 1

- 116 -



Conflict and Peace Studies Journal
Vol. 4 No. 2 July - December 2025

A1519%1 1 HanN1TIATIERIRUTENaUReE usuduAUNTlsLaYduRUADY

29AUTENDUAMIAN BEUE wmiinasdusznay
o ———— SE  ZValue
YUYUTUREY b B
HanTAATziBsAUsENaUSUR UM
1. FAnen1ennuasiAsegna (Physical
and Economic)
1.1 aruiiuasneseld (P1) 1.00 086 - -
1.2 MIfMIALIBIMAATgRaNAL NS
0.93 0.85 0.047 19.581**
azvauvu (P2)
1.3 Msfdnsiumaasygiauasn1sas
L 090 091 0064 14.114**
ANNEnn (P3)
1.4 mantedadeiiugiunianienin (P4) 054 070 0.055  9.814**
1.5 AnauanAlun1sfu3nTg
0.50 0.70  0.051  9.748*
a15150ug (P5)
2. fifinedeny (Social)
2.1 msfiaianadany (S6) 1.00  0.64 - -
2.2 N3EAUTUANIUVAINVAELAL NS
L 117 071 0076 15449
FIWNUBYNEURA (S7)
2.3 Msildwsineginsounauly
o 1.65 092 0.188 8.775*
NILUVIUNITNAIUN (S8)
2.4 MInszniniuarIundimedeag (S9)  1.65  0.83  0.195 8.482*
3. §iin193nla (Emotional)
3.1 mansentniuazidilalunues (100 1.00  0.64 - -
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A151991 1 HanTIATIEBIRUsENaudesiududusunilauarduRuaes (sa)

29AUsZNOUANAN YL thvthesdusznau

. - SE Z-Value
YuIUFURFY b B

3.2 msdhlaussifiueniiulagdu (F11) 165 091 0200 8.275%

3.3 NSYBUSULALIRANUTAINTANY
Ny . 1.59 0.81 0.198 8.051**
MadnuwazTaIusIIY (E12)

4. fametaysyn (Intellectual)

4.1 madadulunannisdldmusuuss
(113)

0.64

4.2 finsguruniseaznalninniseny
Y 0.78  0.202 7.704**
PaLLE9dUs (114)

4.3 nMsSeuiiazuiudmsuiuluguey
(115)

1.61 0.78 0212 7.592%*

5. f1fgfii1 (Leadership)

5.1 RdevALarANUYBUFTSY (L16) 1.00 0.86 - -

5.2 mﬁiimwﬁiiu wardlunsd (L17) 0.91 0.84 0.116 7.846**

NANTSILATITBIAUTZNBUBUAUEHD S

DIAUTENBULANINIENINUALLATHFY 1.00  0.89 - -

a9AUsTNOULANIdIAY 112 084 0083 12251
29AUTENaULANISINLY 128 092 0.097 18.147*
asAUsznaudanIs ey, 1.23 091 0.183 7.582**
ERGIEEHRITCY 161 093 0217 8925%
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Galtung (1969; 1996) N1BFUNLITURNNTIVINAAINANULATITH A

WeMA kazANuFITUSIUTIRIINMSNAviu Bnnamseensugiidsiiued

y
funusTIIkazsUFTRTIO usTTINNN g unamaIngyane (Suchman,
1995; Tyler, 2006) A mwaUsTILar Ui udunumsdsaud iy fivihli
ihansalidrvsnadabidsfulumsdnnmsanudaudaagimnyuulug
arwasugald dadenndestu Lederach (1997; 2015) fifugringin
vosduilunumddylunmsduideusewinsssdunmmgfulasasamna

A A vy X o =
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AULBALAEHBY N1TgaNTULalAANUTaINTIAIEN T IRLLAL TSI TY

wazn1s8aleeiuinasneviesdiu nan1siTuaenndesiuluifn Peace
S a ' & & o v &

Psychology Mla5ureinanuineniiulauaznisasenininuealug

drdglunsasienuduius@uinuanasuanuluegifvesyanauay

guyu (Christie et al., 2008; Ryff, 2013) Tusyaulassasiadsnuyuyy

9

(% 1%

nsBaleafuidmsmsviesiuimihfdunalnnansddalumsnoguaiy
Pndauszyunsdsanlpsameluiuifdanmdunyausssdudy
asmsmsmauvhmihiidunseunuisuiivisanmuvassaLay
wsuaulilaseninengu wsuadieanugniuniedeny wavduans
auduegiifognedsduesuy

3. aedusznauifiniedyan denhminlndidestudinidala
Tnefisausdandny Wun msdatulundnnisldlfanuguuse uagnsd
nTgUIUNIMIenalninnisANdakd e 19duR aeAUsENOUAINGD
Avvioui RN ITANARARITINSEUIUN SYRNUluN U T
an1unisal uansnmaden uarlilassaiansdndulafindnideansly
ATuLTs Tefoilunndnvurdidguosyuruduiin wanidel
aonndestudadunues Paul (2021) fiszyinalnmsiasiinseguu
nsAndstugau (Complex Problem-Solving) ¥aglviuyuaninsadnnIg
Arwdaudssrozenildogiadiussansnin uenainil v1uves Lederach
(2015) 83U INsTUIUNSEURNMTISBuRasende Moral Imagination
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4. asdUsznauTAnanenmuaziasugha Luesdusznouiidl
Amiinadudaan Tnefudddaie amutunmmenels msiidausay
TuRanssuymaasygia mafenaues madhdsadefiugiunenisnin
wazAaaNenIAlum i feuinsassuge nansidedasiouds
AnuduiusBalassaiesseninandnyuruivasnndeuniaasvgia
MeAm uaznsimsnensyuruesiediiu Medaduunumuesnis
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wuAA “Development as Freedom” 489 Sen (1999) ﬁizqiﬂmﬁﬁﬁum
fiflenumnedenilissemuannsadhdminensiugusasddnonn
Tunsarsnunindinegnawinilen uenand viues Putnam (2000)
WAz Narayan & Cassidy (2001) 98UGUUNUIMNYDINUNIFIALLAZNS
fduhumaasvgislugiugninensidddanaefivisaiuainmy
Tndla msuszanuauimile wazanuusgiifvesyuviluszezen
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5. aeAUsEnauiAn1edean (ussdusznaudidiandming i
Jhogn uwissasirtmiinlussfugarufiontuinsu ledusddnyie
nsildrusiuegeaseungulunsEuIumMsan NMsasemingwaeIumas
ML N5ERUTUANUMAINNABUALNNTRYIIUAUBENTUR LaTNIS
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Research Article

A Study of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) Movement Against Israel in Thailand’s Deep South

Laina Jinuy' Nantacha Chelong? Yasmin Sattar’

Abstract

This study examines the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement against Israel in Thailand’s Deep South. Initiated in
2005, the BDS campaign seeks to pressure Israel to end the
occupation of Palestinian territories and halt human rights violations
against Palestinians. Guided by a constructivist theoretical framework,
the research analyzes how identities, norms, and local perceptions
shape both the emergence and the limitations of BDS activism in the
region. A qualitative methodology was employed, incorporating
in-depth interviews with scholars, civil society actors, and content

creators, along with document analysis and a review of public media.
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The findings reveal that BDS activism in the Deep South
remains limited and lacks continuity, often emerging only in
response to major international events. Key constraints include low
public awareness of the Israel-Palestine conflict, confusion
surrounding products and services linked to Israel, the absence of
strong local movement networks, and restrictive state policies.
These findings indicate that the BDS movement in the Deep South
has yet to develop into a sustained social force. Strengthening
public knowledge, local networks, and supportive policy structures
is essential to enhancing the continuity and long-term effectiveness

of human-rights-based activism in the region.

Keywords: Boycott-Divestment-Sanctions (BDS), Israel-Palestine,

Southern Border Provinces of Thailand, Constructivism Theory
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the United States’ response to
the 9/11 attacks through the framework of critical nonviolence,
with a focus on structural violence, political discourse, and identity
politics. This study employs qualitative methodology and draws on
discourse analysis, policy document analysis, political rhetoric, and
official statements by the US. government leaders in the
aftermath of 9/11. The findings include: 1) The state’s response
under the banner of the “War on Terror” reproduced structural
violence, particularly through legislation that eroded civil liberties;
2) Fear was strategically constructed as a political instrument to
expand and entrench state power, so Muslim identity was framed
as inherently threatening, with religion, culture, and perceived risk
combined to produce Muslims as “permanent suspects,”
regardless of actual behavior; and 3) Nonviolent alternatives were

conspicuously absent from official policy and systematically
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excluded from public discourse, despite the fact that the post-9/11
period was a moment that called for a plurality of approaches
beyond the use of force. The article concludes that the state’s
post-9/11 response constituted more than a security strategy; it
represented the erasure of peace as a conceivable option within
state logic and public imagination. Nonviolence, therefore, is not
merely a moral alternative but a direct challenge to the structural
power that renders violence the only thinkable response in a

world governed by fear.

Keywords: 9/11 Attack, Fear, Structural Violence, Critical

Nonviolence, Political Identity
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Review Article

The Challenges of Political Rights in Thailand
during 2019-2025

Chitsanupong Sanpha’

Abstract

Political rights aim to guarantee and protect citizens’
participation in political processes in accordance with democratic
principles. They constitute a fundamental element of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which
Thailand has implemented for more than 28 years (1997-2025).
However, between 2019 and 2025, Thailand held two general
elections following the 2014 military coup, a period that holds
significant implications for the study of political rights in the
country. This article has two objectives: 1) to examine the situation
and analyze the challenges concerning political rights in Thailand
based on Freedom in the World Annual Report of Freedom House
during 2019-2025, and 2) to propose recommendations for

promoting political rights in Thailand.

! Graduate Student, Master of Arts Program in Human and Social Development (Interdisciplinary
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The findings reveal that political rights in Thailand are
facing substantial challenges. No clear indicators demonstrate
improvement, and existing indicators even show a declining trend.
These challenges can be categorized into three dimensions:
electoral processes, political pluralism and participation, and the
functioning of government institutions. In light of these challenges,
the study proposes 3 recommendations in line with state obligations
under the ICCPR: 1) amending the 2017 Constitution and enhancing
the quality of electoral management 2) revising the 2017 Organic Act
on Political Parties, and 3) addressing corruption. These
recommendations aim to reduce existing challenges and contribute

to strengthening the quality of political rights in Thailand.

Keywords: Human Rights, Challenges in Political Rights, Thailand
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