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Abstract

This article presents the analysis of the Thai traditional
painting of assault of Mara by Rasa aesthetics theory that
is the important theory of Indian aesthetics. Commence
with overviewing the origin and briefly concept of Rasa,
then connect it to the assault of Mara scene in Buddhist
literature which is the source of that scene in Thai
traditional painting. Finally, analyses the relation of rasas
that appear in details of painting, the occurring of one rasa
after another, and the shifting of Rasa, to make profound
understanding of the meaning of the assault of Mara scene
in Thai traditional painting. Furthermore, this article can
be the guidance for applying Rasa aesthetics theory with

creation or analysis of other Thai traditional paintings.

Keyword : Aesthetics, Rasa, Buddha'’s life story, Assault of
Mara, Thai traditional painting
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