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Abstract

This article explores the interplay between sound and image in animation
through a case study of three Studio Ghibli films: My Neighbor Totoro (1988),
Spirited Away (2001), and The Boy and the Heron (2023). Although animation
is often associated with childhood audiences, Studio Ghibli’s works demonstrate
that the medium can convey layered emotional and cultural narratives accessible
to viewers of all ages. The article aims to examine the role of music not merely
as backeround, but as a structural and emotional agent that shapes character
development, storytelling rhythm, and audience engagement.

The article adopts a qualitative analytical approach, utilizing close reading
of key scenes to investigate how music interacts with visual and narrative contexts.
Rather than treating music as supplementary, the discussion highlights how
compositional choices and sound design participate in narrative construction
and emotional resonance. The framework of Multisensory Aesthetics is used to
interpret how synchronized audiovisual elements stimulate affective perception
beyond the literal storyline. The article also considers the creative partnership
between composer Joe Hisaishi and director Hayao Miyazaki, which enables a
seamless fusion of sound and image.

The analysis suggests that music in Studio Ghibli films functions as an
emotional language, communicating internal character states, supporting narrative
transitions, and guiding audience interpretation. Attention is given to how tone
color, silence, and rhythmic variation are used symbolically throughout each
film. This approach not only enhances the emotional depth of the narrative
but also encourages subjective reflection and interpretive openness.

In conclusion, the article argues that Studio Ghibli’s use of music exemplifies
animation as an “Art of Feeling”—an aesthetic practice where image and sound
are intricately woven to evoke emotion, introspection, and cultural resonance.
Drawing on Leo Tolstoy’s notion that art is the transmission of feeling, the article
emphasizes how these films move beyond technical mastery to offer meaningful
sensory experiences that invite emotional engagement.

Keywords: animation, music, Studio Ghibli, film music analysis, harmony of sound
and vision
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(https://halcyonrealms.com/animation/studio-ghibli-layout-exhibition-a-preview/.).
Copyright 2008 by Yonghow.
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Joe Hisaishi, Composer for Studio Ghibli (From Photo lllustration by Thomas
Levinson/The Daily Beast/Studio Ghibli/Getty)
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Recognition, by A. Frank, 2024, thedailybeast (https://www.thedailybeast.com/
obsessed/the-boy-and-the-heron-joe-hisaishi-interview-miyazakis-maestro-finally-
enters-awards-season/). Copyright 2008 by Frank, A.
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Asalfinen : Spirited Away (2001)

angussweiiudy Spirited Away forduBnnimanussdumnanesivves
aniledud fuandliituisinenmusswofiwdulunisienenidossniidudousiily
Wednydnvaluagausssn miaislanmilorieiifisuunginasiuasdaydnualionis
vosiedludesd Julunsilasedomunsidmiuresiun Tagsununiesh
“Myth” (@s) Humiifisndnyiananawndneiin Mythos @sed) muneds Soaa
Boausis Auenidn Mngalusal suugndtlainduBesdiifinuuuunouiiay
\AnUsg Renanduesuywd iuFesnsnszsieing o veammdn (ugwus fsdie, 2558)
Tuilodes wu fldwi giwiusih Gudu yniusuidodesasiarasvasnmeuns
iduaeuindeiovedlanuisdununnms uasienlesuuiifussuuamng
Tnsifiadetu auniUszneuiivseiuslag 89189 funumddglunisasuadislan
FunnsiliaTIng demananilnudsmwesaunsdiusafudifumateuses
wuueedinanny unn aussludesisdhildvihminiiieaduduussneuiiunds us
nanendulassadissesiunsiadesiiduindouiaunnismitsunivesiazavan
oee38lszetaniBenanda

UTW@e One Summer’s Day Wadawnedeselufelufd D major viaue
vhuesitseulsunarivaiu fensadeuiiveadssiides o lassfutuesajuuaa
assussemafiasuiiuazazau inuemdnildfumaitaues lunaisdismesdes
Tnefinsuudsulauniinuaznisussiasnerienuniens q easiieunisiiuls
warnsdsuulamisensuaivesiiasasislse 5@Lwﬁmnawamamﬁuauiﬂg‘i
nsfunumadunsduaues Msusuarmsitauhuesegedesludesld
ﬂiaaa%fwawé’mﬁuﬁ‘wNmimajsmdm}umLLazﬁaaxﬂﬂﬁaﬂNazLﬁmﬁﬂs’fﬁ

aun3lu Spirited Away wandlidiudanislivhuesang (motif Tunsidexles
Fazasuavaniiddnludes wu Iiamuﬁmqgmm {Bueunfiaziouusseniea
Anduuaenadi v fisuresiazasudneedBlsy iUt suniogsrey
\HureglunaeniFes uniwas The Sixth Station TiviuesiiFeudis quin uazasy Lite
senennnulanieuaznisiulnneluvesdslss luvaed Reprise tiaueSuman
HunIsUsTaNseesinansAnUwuy Wunsasunmsifumemsdslauagnisduny
fhnuveusoegaLysal Unumvasauntinailsilitregifisinisainsussenie
mnusildlunistuiedeudessnuazasiouianmsvesiasasetiinds
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wenanil nasuesratludestdaniiuiensnauna sz
lFsuavsnannaussdiusniudrfunsseuSenuueesieans) duwuniiuiles
vosdunarlasiaiavniausianaiussdintoiaiainsusssnimniioneeslan
Syanaldesradusssund msdenldleuniiniivarnvats dusideadeluieHd
WU "Lﬂa]uﬁqmﬂ%ﬁﬁuﬁumL?imﬁumﬂwmaasjwaﬂaa%mamﬂﬁmgﬂLLUU Tunum
ddlunisdrenenorsuaindusyiutanvesiiazas warlusefuunninves
msriiudes

Tun s aussly Spirited Away iwthidunilouasnuiidonlodanuss
Jumnmsiiulszaunmsalvesva evenanudutouvetensuaiiudduvedes
Jene uaznslaszivensualegislszdln niaududininsiivlaneludnlavesdn
avAsREtanBunsou WonuinTuiunsesnuuuainuasiazasildussiuaals
MnamuTiase Wy mjthuAudsesudu (Ginzan Onsen) uagmmidluauideriosdu
JUu nmeuniFesdddlifivudlanuluguzninaidosaenin uddiszay
anuddalunislinuesifuununandunsaiagiviminnsensuaiuas Jausssuddl
AUANT AT NN

nsAAN® : The Boy and the Heron (2023)

The Boy and the Heron Aerasua1gaves de11A AidienennisiAumia
neluialavesdiazasienainaiuguyide zj‘ii"wummimﬁlswim WAZAITAUNR
AMUVINEYeITIn viunanslansTauaglannileaieiivaeunuiuetsanidunsey
wiklusud oy itazteussnaurudalunmeuniGesd fouwnfndunds viefiSend
Pacifism (Kucenski, 2022) Failugauafifisjaiiunissesuninuguusamnsuuun uag
Feaudaudsanansouiluldmeituidud ldlinmshasesy wwdadldsums
fnevenogeBndslunanyuas enwnd daustausn uazly The Boy and the Heron
WA LAUBNANTENUTBIIIATINEUANYDINT Y FEATOUAT AT way
nshusurenfnmedudn 4 idesadasdinegfulaniiunnaais sy
Usvaunsaiveambouniisygy SuhliunAnduiisludesdiienuasdensounar
AndsnhnmstiauslugUuuunssiunsan
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Tuduauniuseneu FeusewusTae 89153 T8ldunumvendesnunsfialsd
fineguAnsaisussEInIa mnusnanedudunsguuuiasvieuiauinisnis
Inlavestiazas aundludesireutruanmsanueliududesdu q ludewenis
jatiulnudesiizoudte Tsuun uazdes q lszduanududununsivasuulas
184309517 Wy Treduvesnmeuns Headeluieafivseiuslufd D minor dheven
anudEnlaniaiuazgyideldegisnszmule Wy umimas White Wall vazdinnsiada
faIesaneiires q iivtudedduunnas Feather Fletching asvioumsidugures
Anunlsaznsiivlansesuaivesiensgsresidudesly

sULuUTRINIUsEUSALAFlLE0a The Boy and the Heron i welviliudy
FaLnnIsmanAnnsseiusaunivesdeddfiunndseanlunnuefiududedu 4
medrEnaangusziusuwdiliadan (Minimalism) agheain 3% (Steve Reich) uag
& nana (Philip Glass) lildiunsdendiniesnusiifisstuieslunsdestsual
Tuuwann wu Jelu ndesans uasidedunsziiing o fitdduresdssiosuaziuiun
Wieduiuussemeansensualienislitesinweadss (musical space) aeaiidome
w luanniiflendessindulandiddydesaunsanasumdedfisadsadeluu 9
aduifutaeiideu e dauildmuRsunaneluduniwesnmsianides faeuiun
anuianvesaslaniieadnaine muszns uaseuesesluosusivesinaas
finareqaidsuresdossmogmsmds

MM1919lAT9a5199UR3 LU The Boy and the Heron lilagn@niunislisununs
luguuuumeiunioulusanureuniih mnuidenldnaisnsuAsuuwadnudes
agsiaiiles ileavviouiaiuIn1svesinazAsestasiBen fathautu Unimas White
Wall FadlnGoswhedmneTelusurinna adrofuvueswesuninas Gymnopedies
¥93 Erik Satie fevennuidnsoutouaruUanuenatnalszdin saziiuninas A
Feather in the Dusk Wnsiudduvesdeariesaaifiedesisuaiiinnuinnina
wazmisluniendu WeFesdduluglanimiienss uninas Warawara 89153
Bonldidesdansizit (synthesizer) Liloarsussennavesaaliduinsuaznwes
msdralanival luvaeiiunnas Ark dssineSeuneddaty Wy nsweada
(triangle) lalalnu (xylophone) w3anasaausUa (glockenspiel) WauAuLdEwDI
oosiaansLANFULUY Wioasawainvnaensusl (emotional dynamics) il vwes
ausiiusnglunsaztaslaldiniidfiesiituesuaivesan uidwihmthiduum
Tassaisfiatuayumauasuiiunsinlavessnazasediseiilos 1Wu anvesiaten
sowindulaszninaniseglulaniaieunasnluviionduinglanuviernuase aunivae
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Tmsiidudessnlvegnnauniuuazdndedety

asfilanudufivens Aonmsidenlinnudeulunisadiensual wu Yasiidaien
Fownaulawdauminturemnssuvesnues deusndesunsiutiant vl
dualamdguinduanuusnzuisasmsdulangluvesiiazasiaense FHealeu
nanendusasasfiveslidiu usvhuiihfidearsensual anulanfen wazn1sudeu
rungAnssuvesiazasmugluiunsiiuGes fedumnnanlun ey aues
Usnaulu The Boy and the Heron lilgifisaimihiasuasiaussernie udnane
Junilsluunudrduesnisaenendessn dealeluiilvadulunuersual nsla
syaulaundinegvazidensou waznisidenldanueusgeiidane samduasne
Uszaunsaivnensuaifidudeunarindsdmivgry ausdldldidudiosannmded
Usgsunmeunisnaelu uivhmihiluansnsiulntuvesiaavas wu madeuuas
veaduwmusluanishiendewdaminfunmssaaulandidity axoudnmeemunds
mudua warnsiiulaldegnadaou unumiBadidemenunilunanuiuiiss
wansfauumdlnafienddtautuannmsadsussenidlugmasuaiFesedos
Hunsdeuiivesensuaifiaeniuiulasaiadevynvesdes Fridenisuouiy
AnugydenaznisiEiugandlanues

dsduazanusena

winazdamdlaiiluinnmeunsuetwduudofivmnzdmiuduunay
fowindundn uinanuvesanilodualifgailidiui wolwduanunsoduiiuily
msdeansusvaunsnifiandauasdudoulddmiudumntacte Tnsawzosibadle
2 o9 wagilovyensuaignysannisdndefusgauuuuiiy nmeussuediudu
8819 My Neighbor Totoro (1988), Spirited Away (2001) W@z The Boy and the
Heron (2023) uansliiiufisdinanmueswefwdulunisasviouaninzmsensuaivas
mnAemeTausssy funszuaunsiaesiilalonalifuuaansafiniuuasdl
UfduiusiuGessmluuuanenu

PNMTIesendrunmlaglinseulnAnguyiemeanuuuyssamdiras
(multisensory aesthetics) wuin susslusanuvesaniledualaildvihmihiduiios
ssdUszneuUsznauan mnuaulassai e siazasiiduindouimunnisuesiessm
LagNgAnTINTRIiarATeselidin aundvimihfduntsmnsetsunl (emotional
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language) ﬁﬂiUEJL%EJﬁJIENQI“UJJL%WﬁUUﬁBﬁUﬂﬁﬂhJ@ﬂ@hﬁ%ﬂﬁ wu Tu My Neighbor
Totoro MsliviuesiiGeuineuazeugulufundn aonadosiudnvarnisaifouay
onsunivesfiaras deasviouuuiAndesnuliifvianaranuduiusiusssua
du Spirited Away wanslifiunsitdsulnudswagiviinauniodiazidencoud
FuusiuRaunnns1e3slsy vaisil The Boy and the Heron Tdsmsveadesuay
musuliterievennnizmsgyideuaznisdulangly msfuaneisnumanil
Wnuan s sianddnlunsazidesdiazounisvhausiufussniadsiu
awludfvesersusiuaznisanises

uananil Hauveivdduandliiiuguiuunsininesdusenounnenuns
Adutusiulassaiiavoaies Wu msiiurein Triad a¥eanuidneugulu My
Neighbor Totoro M5 Hexachord Wieazsiouussenmawmiloasslu Spirited Away
wazn sl Descending Parallel Chords Wiedefisnnsiaeurunisersusilu The Boy
and the Heron dsdudunisdaaneiumlimadedinunnndinngiainuas
nsFeuRsATLUSsUTIEU

LﬁaﬁmsmLLuamﬂmsaaﬂLLUUL?ismu,azmwiuuaﬁm"fu*umaaﬁia%uﬁ NUN
ﬁy’naaaaﬂﬁﬂizﬂauﬁﬂmui"mf“fuaamﬁﬁaﬁ']ﬁzyiuﬂﬂiﬁwawaﬂaﬂsuﬂil,l,azsﬁ’uLﬂéauﬁm
511 mnuagideadilivimihiiuendin mnuszanufufioadsussene Wesleaiu
fmunsvesiaazas wasdanuillifvudfinnuidnedidnds fegramu ns
WasuuUasesddumades (tone color) lu Spirited Away fiduiusivainuasdome
yeensual wienstildsuazauReuly The Boy and the Heron fivhutifiuny
A uazaevenanmzngluvesiiavasegadugusisy

el wwamensidndeslunneunsvesdvasiaenadestuiuiinvesile
moaanay (Leo Tolstoy) MiTaindaurAensanenennnuiinaindatiuludeur
HuAtmsdmsuinudilddomsulasfaUzainsaenussrnadatiutas oy Suhly
Hanginiunasiuity Aavsfundousumwmillidearsindetu uywdannnde
mnuAnLazUszaumsaideuld insizanusayniudiZesentuisiiviaunduia
maniliinelinudannsadilassuaidatunasfuld orfiwy dusiiuau q wils
wanso1salesmilteanuusazdladafiwnanseenynruiivildisissuasd
augulunufiiuaglidy Welafisnfiunudesliisnaziannnduaziailaluse
Avilnenamosnaniuviioutumsiniderianunsafnainaunilugdnaunil Aause
Aeturneuanansnvesnuiiiannsnadsorsuallifaduiuld (Sodan feazer,
2550) Tnglaidrineg uAdosmuFenmildaau mnsamdsnsaisiuiligsldian
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Feensusivewmues iudamey Buisse wesdudnwalflitilnense nanildine
yosanAledudrouniigalddyresnsiannueiiudulugnisifufalzutausdn
(art of feeling) fianusatmfvuiionsuaisrufunimuazunimasiignuaunay
f819naNNINARUULATATIANGNUBE LTI
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