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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research article are: 1) to study the principles of Parivasa
(probationary penance) as appeared in the Vinaya Pitaka; 2) to examine the concepts and
current state of Parivasa practice in Mueang District, Chaiyaphum Province; and 3) to
analyze the guidelines for Parivasa practice in accordance with the Dhamma-Vinaya
(Buddhist Doctrine and Discipline). This study employs a qualitative research
methodology, utilizing in-depth interviews as the primary research tool.The research
process was conducted as follows: reviewing literature and related research on Parivasa
guidelines, developing an interview form based on the advisor's recommendations, and
subsequently submitting it to experts to verify content validity and linguistic accuracy.

The research findings indicated that The scope of this study focuses on the
principles of Parivasa found in the Vinaya Pitaka, with the target group located in Mueang
District, Chaiyaphum Province. The key informants are categorized into three main groups:
monastic administrators (Ecclesiastical Governors) in Mueang District, Chaiyaphum
Province; participants of the Parivasa assembly; and independent scholars. The gathered
data were then analyzed and presented.According to traditional Buddhist principles,
Parivasa Karma is a monastic legal process (Vutthana method) to atone for serious
offenses, specifically Sanghadisesa offenses, that monks have concealed, with the aim of
correcting their character and reducing pride. However, the current situation in Mueang
District, Chaiyaphum, has transformed from an individual monastic practice into a "group
merit-making ceremony," divided into two types: 1) the forest tradition, emphasizing

simplicity and humility, and 2) the urban/community temple tradition, which incorporates
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local beliefs, organizes large-scale events, and allows lay people to participate. Significant
problems found in practice include a lack of knowledge and understanding among newly
ordained monks, the use of mobile phones that disrupts composure, a shortage of
monastic mentors (spiritual teachers), insufficient public utilities, the presence of fake
monks, and health issues among elderly monks.

Keywords: Parivasa Karma; Buddhist monastic principles; Sangha ceremony
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