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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the issue of using slaughtering machines and programs in
abattoirs according to the Panatipata (killing of animals) in the Five Precepts. There are 2 cases
included in the analysis. Firstly, the use of slaughtering machines in the abattoir involves 3
groups of people: 1) the machine designer and manufacturer, 2) the machine purchaser or the
abattoir owner, and 3) the workers using the machine. Secondly, the slaughtering program or
control of the slaughtering machine in the abattoir involves 3 groups of people: 1) the designer
or manufacturer of the slaughtering program, 2) the program purchaser or the abattoir owner,
and 3) the workers who control or use the slaughtering program. It was found out that the
first group of both cases could be considered the Panatipata if they advertise or motivate the
abattoir owner to buy the slaughtering machines or program. The second group of both cases
is considered to be partaking in the killing by one of the three statuses, namely: the person
who commands the others to kill, the person who provides slaughtering tools to the workers,
and the person who describes the good side of death or persuades others to partake in the
act of killing. The third group of both cases could be considered as partaking in killing by one
of the two statuses: the person who uses the machine or program to kill animals and a person
who describes the good side of death or persuades others to partake in the act. Based on the
Buddhist perspective, there are norms pertaining to the paid work that involves killing as
follows: 1) One must abstain from this immoral work, 2) if there is no other choice, the one
who partake in the act of killing must be aware that it is immoral to undertake it as work, 3) One
who partakes in the act must not do it with the wrong view that it is a moral work, 4) there should
be no feelings of joy while practicing one's duty, and 5) if there is an alternative, one should
walk away from this work and choose a moral work instead.

Keywords: Panatipata, Five Precepts, Killing machine, Killing program.
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