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Abstract

There are at least four suicidal monk cases in the Buddha’s life period which appear
in Tipitaka and other scriptures, each case occurred by different objective. There are cases
that end up with both good and bad results. However, there is no principle or doctrine
indicates that the act of suicide is the seriously evil thing.

According to the study, Theravada Buddhism has no ethical evaluation of the act of
suicide, suicide is an action just like other action which is ethically neutral. To ethical
evaluate, in Buddhism ethic, must depends on condition of the actor’s mind which are
motivation and state of mind in the final moment of life. For the suicide issue in the aspect
of Buddhism ethic, state of mind is ethically superior to the action.
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