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ABSTRACT

This research has the objective of studying the guidelines of Development of the Effectiveness
of the Temples Administration in Samutsongkhram province on 6 aspects, collecting data from
a sample population of 400 abbots from a population of 1,273 Buddhist abbots. Research
findings found that the majority of abbots are aged between 41-50 years, having experienced
21-30 Buddhist Lent periods, with Bachelor’s degree or equivalent, completed advanced level
Dharma studies, and without Buddhist theological qualifications. Effectiveness in the administration
of ecclesiastical affairs was found to be at a high level in every aspect, namely construction/
renovation, administration, social welfare education, religious education, religious propagation,
and public assistance.

Results of multiple regression analysis concluded that factors leading to the effectiveness in
the administration of ecclesiastical affairs, accordingly ranked from the highest are as follows:
the abbot’s leadership (Y = 0.374X; + 0.491X,) R Square = 0.805), quality of administration
(Y = 0.742X, + 0.325X, - 0.453X5) R Square = 0.793, and supportive participation (Y = 0.245X,
- 0.120X, - 0.255X5) R Square = 0.716), whereby the predicting equation is ¥ = 0.429X; + 0.421X,+
0.418Xs, R Square value = 0.761.

The research discovered important theories which brings about effective administration
of ecclesiastical affairs, namely leadership theory, management theory, and participation theory;
and also reflected that temples are still managed in accordance with the closed system organizational
theory, since the effectiveness in the administration of ecclesiastical affairs continues to depend
mainly on the abbot’s leadership. Hence the administration of ecclesiastical affairs should be
increasingly opened up for participation from the external environment, in accordance with
the open system organizational theory, and the temple’s administrative work should be restructured
so that various responsibilities are delegated to the deputy abbot and the assistant abbot,
with the Sangha committee systematically carrying out duties in support of each and every
aspect, in line with organizational principles based on legal and rationality.

Keywords: Development, Effectiveness, Temples Administration
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