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Abstract

This research aims to examine the structure and impact of cultural exchange activities
facilitated through the Advancement of Culture Residency program in Indonesia. The research
objectives are threefold: 1. to investigate the format of cultural exchange through art within the
residency program; 2. to explore the expectations, motivations, and participatory behaviors of the
program’s participants; and 3. to analyze findings and propose guidelines for the development of future
creative cultural initiatives. The study employs a qualitative case study methodology, with
content analysis used for data interpretation. The sample group consists of 16 participants from the
2024 residency cohort, including representatives from Poland, the Netherlands, Malaysia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Thailand, and Indonesia. Findings indicate that the primary activity of the residency
centered around the traditional Losari mask dance of the Losari community in Cirebon, West
Java. Participants’ expectations reflect key principles of self-determination theory, the desire
for autonomy, meaningful interpersonal connections, and a sense of competence. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes that successful development of such programs requires an integrated approach to place-based
learning, community-engaged, and sensitive to the diverse linguistic, cultural, and belief systems of
participants. The Advancement of Culture Residency functions as a safe and inclusive space for identity
exploration, intercultural dialogue, and mutual understanding. As such, it presents a valuable model

for fostering cultural consciousness both within and beyond local communities.
Keywords: Cultural exchange, Participation, Teaching process, Mask dance
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