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Abstract

This article aims to analyze Thailand’s military posture under the strategic
competition between China and the United States by linking the Thailand—-Cambodia conflict
with the role of the Thai military as an instrument of state security. The study employs a
qualitative research approach through documentary analysis of academic literature, security
policy documents, and studies related to Thailand’s military relations with China and the
United States. The analysis is guided by Linkage Theory to explain the connections among
factors at multiple levels, including the structure of the international political system, the
regional level, and the national level. This framework is combined with the concept of
Hedging Strategy to explain the policy behavior of middle powers under the pressures of
great-power competition. The findings indicate that Thailand’s military posture is not merely
a response to structural competition between China and the United States but is shaped by
the interaction between systemic pressures and regional security dynamics, particularly the
Thailand-Cambodia conflict, which serves as an important linkage factor in determining
Thailand’s security priorities. Thailand’s behavior reflects a hedging strategy through
maintaining flexible military relations with both China and the United States without entering
into rigid alliance commitments. In policy terms, the article proposes that Thailand should
pursue active neutrality and utilize the military as a mechanism for strategic risk management
through three policy directions: (1) developing domestic defense industries to reduce
dependence on foreign arms procurement and enhance Thailand’s long-term strategic
autonomy; (2) promoting multilateral security cooperation through regional frameworks; and
(3) strengthening strategic intelligence systems and threat assessment capabilities in order to
monitor the dynamics of great-power competition and adjust national security policies
accordingly. These approaches, together with the adoption of a multi-level security policy
framework, are consistent with Thailand’s status as a middle power and help preserve
strategic flexibility amid the uncertainties of great-power competition.

Keywords: China-U.S. Strategic Competition; Military Relations; Linkage Theory; Hedging
Strategy; Middle Power
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oglanifen MmaudiBenlesiunainvesmudsduseninsmsnnaluseiuszuulan Tasiamiznns
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N5AN NM9IUKY wagmsUsEauudagnsaand Jevaeiaudnenimesinelunisiuile
aoumsaiaTuRsaisanuursuaulne- e fluruneusasseitaniunsainudnuds
aglsinny wiansgaziinnusuilonamsiulneegslndianufanssuiinsiuuazanudieimae
sunraiuag uianssineneusnweudiiustufumlunsseiuduiu dealilnedesuinis
anuduius fuanigoduseunsy tesnuaugadgnsaansiazvandssnmsgnadiluidudau
vikwosnsusiudandymihsgninammmsunaluginig

ARSI sveslneduiunazansgosnasiouliduiangAnssuiuun1snedn
L.l:u*uz:mﬂaL%aﬂaqﬁumwmﬁm (hedging strategy)u®93guIANANY %qgﬂwdauaammmmﬂmﬁﬂu
seiulassaiisvesszuulanuazuundunusiundussdunfinialasanuduiudmammsvesine
fudunazanigonsni TunginssulsUszdnedsdngdlunndifuazuisusznuiinsalioudiou
ail
MR 1 nsisuiisusegeanusiuiiomemsive—ansy war Ins-3u

AAnuTUD Ing-anigawsni Ing-3u

ANSHNTIWNIINIS  NNSHN Cobra Gold wagnisinsiuneld  n1sin Falcon Strike hagn1seln
ASAUAINUSINT DA 1UAINNT UAITU  SusEnIeneainunlne—3u

WUsHNT
AIUTINT BA 1U  AUTITRAIUNSHN MSANW wagn1s  N1sdndeenlsunsal 1y S0 VT-
anlsunsal atuayusumalulagnimms 4 waglasansisonii

T9911nY09A3N  Todfinunlsensaelianguuneg Leahy A31u8191909lA59N1599M10178

FRIL) Law Fafinasoausausionmms Vdseam 1wy TasanisiSesih

Snvasanuduiug  Auduiusdiuaudunsiifuiegis  arusauden1 s i iy
YU TN TSR

definsanluBaueudioy mnuduiusnmmsvesssmalnefuanigowsniaziu
azﬁauﬁlﬁl,ﬁuﬁqé’ﬂwmmmmiﬁi"]LﬁuuiamaLLUUﬂ'm'm&f'smaﬂaL%qﬂaqﬁ'umml,?im (hedging
strategy) 9g13lsAnulun19U{UR aushuilofuae s uanfiivesifaundsenns wWu
Todrinvesnnusuiionammstvanigowiniaelinguing Leahy Law Sadsnasanisinuay
ANUITIUHENIMIMITUNFULUY sumzﬁmms"mﬁaﬁmqmiﬁﬂmaiﬁu?mﬁLm%fgﬁuﬂfgmmmm%’waq
Tassnsdnmensunsussam W TesamaGesinvesnasindelne Jafowmaniasioulidiuions
sufuuleuisuuumsneinsnadadestumiudsswessemalnedoandniutedindeloue
Tun1eU U (Kuik, 2008)

AaudaLdlng-Nuyv luusunn1sudeturaemdIune
Anudaudsing-fuyeludssinuauaunasesulae ulilimulugasnsufuguuuy u
gepdlidudragaonisiruauleuigauduaiazn151vI N suesing anglduiunnis
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ustudegnsmansiu-ansy anudaudananidiluifiosssiuniand maudidudiunisves
wainmnusiuasidenlostulasiainssrunalussuuszninesseme
1. anudaudsine-funuluguzdedodenlsadslaseais

aeldnseunquimmiieniu anudaudslng-funmaunsognuesinduiadelusesiu
aiinmafivimihfidenlesusanaduainnisudeiuresmsmnatiunsimuauleuisansiung
109559 nafe WeadnruiuaTennuunmeuay Inesidudesddafsunuimuagdviwaves
11 Wy avdgewiniwaziu Tumsimunulsuenuiunswesmy vilinsdaduladuan
fundlaildtuegifuiladunieluniimafissegiaien widsdiusiulasaiugudlusedusening
Usenage eudpudsimnuauiinuusiuseanauuuuiafuiidmalnenssontsdanneias
NIFINUHUNINIT WazunuInveanasintugianisteausiu (Storey, 2011) ANMUTINTONINNIS
FEMINAUNY MY Auluthmmsseiiinuan Tngangniswamun Fuvimsaseu (Ream Naval Base)
lmﬂmaLﬂu‘dsumumﬂmmaﬁmammuuﬂﬂmaLsuamnuaamamlm NuAnYIves Bradford (2022) %
11 Fufiuwlduldsu msdded seruismnuazanmanmslufunen Wy gruimdeSounas
Tassadrsiiugudu q feeradeliduannsadiunisusngimamnslugiiniald

TudIuANUFURUS NI TTENINANNVMATANTFTIINNMUANYITDY Doung, Kang, uaz
Kim (2022) wuiiualduiaunegsdeies Tngluraammssy 2010 ’ruanuswiedunsiin
NMSLEBUNNITD LazN1SRAToNNIMNITIINAUL WU N1SEN Angkor Sentinel wag Cooperation Afloat
Readiness and Training (CARAT) Bsfiilmneiileiaiuasadnnuanunsavesnesiniuyyuazidi
mnuilefuanusiunssEinaesyime

definnsananudaudaiananagldviunmsudetuiu-anss aniuldimainlusziu
szuulaniinasienisiuideanauiarmsussdiuniaden@auleuievesssluseaugiinig umg1una
faaeshessdunumuagdvinaluedeny Tuoondeddludnuasiuandeiy Sdsmalnedoude
annadensuautunsmesUsmalugiing saudanisdanisaudaudsseninesgitoutu
agulnguaziuyy (Ikenberry, 2020; Medeiros, 2019)

2. Anudaudalng-fuyrrdugnsaansnisaneianuuasegad slasiuanudes

(hedging strategy) vaslne

NYUNBUTINGANTTU ANNTALGsne-AuniunumdAylunisvaenasugnsaans
mi'méhLL‘U‘U@'N@@L%aﬁaaﬁummﬁm (hedging strategy)vasinglufifguainugiuaa N3A5908
vosfoanauszaumusseidonillngluannsaanunummanysvdesidnauduiusiuemm
ﬁumﬁumma"mfmmﬂmmwﬁﬂﬁaéﬂqguL%q msfléfﬂsauumﬁmﬂﬁawﬁaLLUU@'N%L%qﬂaqﬁumm
ERR (hedging strategy) nsnuauduiusemstuieiunazansseinidadunalnlunis
nszemudssasiuarudaveudsgmsmans (Kuik, 2016) Tuudunil mudaudlng- s
vy Aidususdilnedessnudnanmiunstesununazmiumiounimmsegseiiies 3
darasion13AnAUlaR1UN1TIANID1IE MITRNTIN WAENTIHAIUITAAIINAINTAVBINBIIN N1SANTY
ulsuesananagyiouiinslinesimiueisslolunmsuimsmudssdagnsmans 1inniinig
s silewmdamiivnamsegaliaime
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3. tageuloungvasanudaudelng-duyerluusunnisudeduamauna

msleseienudnudslne-funenelduiunmausiuiu-ansgtndiuielodealoue
fiddynatsUszns Usenisusn ANutaLgIsEauginiadinsiunumdrdglunisivuaddu
AR duauiuameting wiluusundinsudaduvesumsadudadoddassaiaman
Usznsfiaes unumvenasinlugiuziedeiledgnsmanivesigdinaiaudndudenisinw
iafesannazamnanindedomunistessu Ussmsaaring madiduuleuiganusiunsedlng
Fuduspsddafsnadenlosseninansuaduresmnsnatuanudaudssefuginineeissou
AU ﬂ’ﬁ%’mﬂ’]ﬂ’s’mL“l‘fJ‘LJﬂa’NL%QiqﬂLLazﬂ’]i’)’]ﬂ@hLL‘U‘Uﬂ"NﬂaL%Qﬁ@ﬂﬁu@]’ﬂmgm (hedging strategy)lu
fmammsadunmadendaleusiiaenadestuanuzvesinglugiugSunnats uazdiuan
mwm?{mmﬂmsgﬂﬁaLﬁﬂ&jﬂﬁiLLﬂJQ%’uL%aLm%@wﬁﬁiuizﬁuumémw VuzAEIAUgIRITNYIAN NN
Tunsdnnsaruimesunnusiuaslussdugiaaldenafissansnm

n1sefiusenatasie@ulauny

HANTIATIEAL ORI MTNwhfieuduiusnimmsvesUsemalnenelanisudsduds
grsenansszniniuazanizesiny Jlfduieinmevaussdoussnafuainums iy
winusdunannnisidenlesvestladelunansseiununseu Linkage Theory wazuuIAnnN1531967
LLUUquaL%ﬂaqﬁ’ummL?{EN (hedging strategy) Tngni1sutdstuiu-ansgviminiiutadoids
Tasaadadimmunnseumadonieulovisvedlne vaziaudaudsine -fuwsvimiidusuds
doloaiviliusenasuansefuumeunaudsidsudulan diuanusiundusefugianailneg
Aeadanisedrndugusssu anglduiundenans UsewalnedadldduiisadSunansenuainnis
W97 UYRINMISIUa Mnua A edldiad padadum i unaLazunuIMveInasnlun1 T NI
HaUsE e TR AkAL SN N RT0YIsTlunsenInaUseme (Acharya, 2018)

PNNAMTIATIEY dnseasude@aleveddglagesdsents Usenisusn uleuigaiy
sunsaslnefunliidavan mnudunaradegn (active neutrality) Tnediiuanudusiusyisyms
fuitsdunaransgeusnufienuanuiaveuidsgnsmans Datufinadondeulovis uazanmiu
Aesannisiewnasnsiuadieladienis Usemsitaes msmmuauloviganusunavesined
dnwaiz madenlomanesziu szristadeluszdulasiaiesssuumailiedlan ssfugiinig was
seiusgud deihliuleusvedlnedunaannistszauuas dusnaseninelladevaeia Sudese
mMsinwanudangulazausoilewenlenisanusiuaslussezen.,

Forfuudansduduuloueduanuiuasesssmalneaisldnisusdudagnsaans
sevinsiunazanigelinidnuazves gusmaninisnsianaidadeaiuainudes (hedging
strategy) BusjssnweadanguiBsgnsmansuazmraniasanindeniisamenng egslsfini it
qwamam%é’faﬂdnmmmﬁwLﬁumﬂéfaéwqﬁﬂszﬁw%mwmmﬁu uneuiliauedefinsandeleue
AddyanUsznisusenisuin Usemalneaisduaiu nisiauigeaivnssud esfulszine
aelutszma ieannsiiamnisdamenisandalsema mawaundaanuassasmunalulad
nMennsiazaramnssutesiulssmesstisiasuasnnududassdensmansvadineglussey
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617 Usznsfiaes Uszmelnemslieauddnyiu nalnnnusuiionmandsnunnusiuas Tneamy
nsaumusafiofuna vt ey Wy ADMM-Plus F9a13150%28anusInafuaINN1S LT uLE
LNEANERNSTENINNNMNEINT LagdaaiuunumveseBsulunsinwiaiosnmiuanusiuasly
afine Uszmisitan Ussnalnensiaun ssuuinnseadsgnsmaniuaznsussiiudoananily
seiugiinia ielianunsafnnumainvesnswstuszninaumeunaldogaiuszdnsam ns

[

WRIUNTLUUTIINTBIRINAIL WU AL NUAULEUNEEINTOUSUNNTIA WAL UAILAS ANUFUNUS

Y

ManvsleegamanzaunislausunnssamansnUasunUaieg1asiniEa

Y 3

GEL

unAriiilingUsrasdiieduansiuasiinnginmamaiiinnuduiusnmmsvesseme
Inenngldusummsudsdudegnsmansseminsiunazansgossnn Tnodeulosnsdiaudaudslne -
Aumyndrduunuimvesnesinlnglugiusialesdeoddgvesszlunisinnisainusiuns wanis
Aereddlidiuin masiduulevsanuiuamesnadunannmadorlsmestiadslunassed
fauslnssainssiuaseniUssma viunarsiuadussdugiionn Tuaudsdouluamzvesizd

nsldnsoumsasginuuanudu 1iun ngufaruientu grseans ninmnsiauuuniga
Beleatuaudss (hedging strategy) LazLUIANSFIUIANGN FrgliaunsnasuIengAnIsuves
Inegldegraduszuuuagnanidsansesuisuvuidunsafinesinniswstureamennadutade
fuemnAsusifissheden unaruiRlidueiuduterimndnnislunsinvulovisan
fuamwesdzrwianasluuiunmsudstureswmsnng Tnsnmnglunsdvossemalneuaziods
nziueaniaedle

Tudalsuedoiauouuy s 3 Ussidiu fo 1) Wangrawnssudestulssmanielulssina
[fioaansilaninisdnmenysanalsema waziasuainannududasyidegnsmansvosingly
spegen 2) duasuanusiuiiosumiusiuasuunand Teglinseuanuswiiessfugiana Wy
ADMM-Plus tletiganusanafuannsusiuresmmeiunauaziauunuinyesodoulunisin
iafesnngiinig 3) funszuuinnsendsgnsmaniuazmsussifiudeanau ielilneamise
Aamamainnisudetuseninamsinanazyivulovisanusiuadddegamngay Yefunuved
unAnudsdldiuin msdnweuBanduidsgnsmans mslinesimdueadosdislunsuimsany
dos wagmsdduulevisanudunarsdein Wuwumeiiaenadesiuaauzuazudunduaiiy
funsvasinglusreren msvihanudileauidonlessznitanisudsduvesumsiuiaiuaiig
Toudsszauginaiadulseduddyidimuauloviedmuanuiuasuesnenislinuddny
dWielvannsaduiietuanuimeduesiuaduaniwedenseinsssmaiisiaududeunay
Wasuulaseddelilesliognsiiuszdnsam

auslusianunaay
unauiasieesAnnuiinidnsludmguiiazdalevis lngianglunisesuignginssy
AUAMUIUAIIBITFUUINNAAETANTUUITUYBINMITINID HIUNITYTUINITNG B AR
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(Linkage Theory) ﬂULLu’mmammammimqmLmummamﬂaaﬂummLam (Hedging Strategy)
detmundunsounsinmgifesuieiadfveslasainuasnginssudsulouglindontu vasd
uFnuiiiusninjsesuisnsutsiudu-ansglussdulasaine vdelineingAnssuvesiguunn
NANHIULUIAR hedging LNENENNS e sEYeinsThaudtlansn e fimesmsvesine
JudusesinnsannszuiunsaevenusanaiuansziussuulandseiuginiauagseausguAnaug
funsneuaueignsmaniTessy wenani unaruduauewdalvdlnenosaudaudsine -
fuwlugiuy “duvsdenlos” Milinmsudeduiu-aniggnudasdulanddumsiunaveslne
g0 fusUsssn wuflzueaduiissUssiiunindlusefugiinig anudaudessiumusidisaog
agenal osfadunumdrdysenisinuagiduanudidyduautuasedive wazvimidai
Foulosusanaduainumeinadunisdaduladeulovevessy wuadad Preidfudutosindly
sunsTIATLINNMTIATIEinsuiuImeuasenanUIUNANITuAsERUYIAA BnUsEng
wils unanuldvgganandilowundn “anudunaiadsgn” Tudifvimmsvesizrunna lag
iaueirudunarsesinedildmnefensnesuuulsivdeulmn mauddunsdnidugnsmansi
Tanuduiusmammsiuiedusaransyouinuiundesiiofiunadondalovis nszaneain
Ao waz$nwidassidegnsmans aneldanminadensnuaiiuiuasiifianulsiuiueugs nsnsi
wuuinaidsdostuanudseddilyifioimmandemisidend s maudidunalndeaondulunis
umsanudsaduanuiuasesigruiana uagiiddglilalidetausuusidalovely 3
Usziiiu Ao 1) Wawanamnssudestulssmanislulszine Lﬁaammsﬁawwmsa‘i’ﬂmmqﬁmﬂ
AaUseine wazasuainanududassdgvsmansvadlngluszezen 2) duadumiusiuiieniu
mnusiunsuuunyand Tngldnseuanusiuilessdiugiinig 3) aunszuuinnseadsgnsmansuas
msUssifiufeanany ielilneaninsofamumainnmsuddusninmumsunaazfuulouisay
sunsldogamnzan

Tuns unanuddasenseduanudrlafetuunumvssnesinlneandfinistiosiu
osulnsuuuRadnlugnnduniesiloBeenamaniuaied siludunsassanuidofiofuns
Jasusiu mstasudrunasesesluniiseninasena waznsshwinasnmuisgunslugiinig o
Arwidenanliifiestsesunensdvossamalnewity mndsamsaiiluussgndldlunisfine
wgFnssusuANiuAmessgIUInnadulue ens Fusondedduazniimadulauudiinlfsely
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