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Abstract
This article presents strategic approaches to driving local development by transitioning

the power structure from a top-down model to a network-based governance system centered
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on “civic power.” The objective is to analyze the attributes of active citizenship in a
democracy, the principles of modern local public administration, and the process of
sustainable integrated participation.

The findings reveal that genuine civic power transcends mere legal status or electoral
voting; it manifests through collective civic responsibility, respect for human dignity, and active
political oversight. This aligns with modern local governance, which must strictly adhere to
the six principles of good governance: the rule of law, morality, transparency, participation,
accountability, and value for money, thereby fostering public trust and mitigating corruption.
Furthermore, the article emphasizes the significance of an “integrated participation process”
involving the public, private, and civil society sectors through four core stages: joint planning,
joint implementation, joint monitoring, and equitable benefit-sharing.

To ensure that development aligns with empirical realities, the article proposes a
strategic framework of contextual analysis by assessing community capitals and challenges
across five dimensions: physical and ecological, human resources, cultural, economic, and
socio-political. The synthesized knowledge indicates that achieving sustainable local
development in the 21st century requires the synergy of a conscious citizenry, transparent
administration, and systematic multi-sectoral collaboration to genuinely address community

needs.

Keywords: Civic Power; Active Citizenship; Local Governance; Integrated Participation;

Public Policy Innovation
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